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“They will not be 

able to disappear 

into the United 

States. They will 

have to wait for 

approval.”

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen in testimony 
before the House Judiciary 

Committee about a new admin-
istration policy to keep asylum 

seekers in Mexico. — A6

Notte: A farewell
Alderman William Notte 

tells City Hall reporter 

Gordon Dritschilo he has 

attended his final Board of 

Aldermen meeting before 

assuming a new role as 

state representative.  A2

Abuse report
Illinois Attorney General 

Lisa Madigan issued a 

report implicating by name 

at least 500 clergy members 

accused of sexually abusing 

children.  B4

Dec. 29
BIRD COUNT
Birds spotted within a 7.5 

mile radius of Meads Falls 

in Center Rutland will be 

counted by teams. Counters 

may participate from dawn to 

dusk, or for as little as an hour 

or two. Call 287-9338 for more 

information or to sign up. www.

rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

Vt. tracks crisis progress

Program will help crime victims

Mattis to resign as Pentagon chief

Another Act 46 
lawsuit filed

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Following up on recommenda-
tions made in January, the Opioid 
Coordination Council released a 
progress report Thursday showing 
ways those suggestions have been 
implemented.

Among the developments men-
tioned in the four-page report are 

a community collaboration toolkit 
to “help communities create effec-
tive collaborations such as Project 
VISION,” the distribution of Nal-
oxone kits to the almost 170 EMS 
agencies in the state and a roughly 
10 percent increase in medica-
tion-assistance prescribers.

In a statement, Gov. Phil Scott 
called the opioid crisis “one of the 

most complex challenges we have 
faced here in Vermont and across 
the nation.”

“Far too many people and their 
loved ones face the daily struggles 
and terrible toll that comes with 
opioid addiction. This report 
highlights the work of the council, 
in collaboration with many state 
and local partners, legislators 

and providers, to strengthen and 
advance a cohesive statewide system 
of supports for prevention, treat-
ment, recovery and enforcement,” 
he said.

Mayor David Allaire, a member 
of the council, said he believed the 
suggestions in the 2018 report were 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Organizers are looking 
for the right candidate to 
lead a new program aimed 
at helping crime victims get 
restitution even if no crim-
inal has been identified or 
charged.

Funded by a federal grant 
from the Victims of Crime 
Act, the Voice and Choice 
for Victims Demonstration 
Project is looking for a vic-
tims liaison to bring the new 
service to Rutland, accord-
ing to Lisa Ryan, program 
manager for the Rutland 
County Community Justice 
Center at BROC-Commu-
nity Action in Southwestern 
Vermont.

The second and third 
years for the three-year 
grant will be for about 

$48,000. The first year, 
which started in October 
instead of the beginning 

of the fiscal year, will total 
about  $45 ,000 ,  which 
includes a local match of 
about $9,000.

“This position is going to 
allow us to work solely with 
victims of all crimes in a way 
that will really allow them 
to feel heard and respected 
and acknowledged,” Ryan 
said.

As an example, Ryan 
described someone finding 
his or her tires slashed.

“There’s no identifiable 
perpetrator, they just got 
slashed. How do we work 
with that individual? Some 
sort of compensation fund 
or working with a small busi-
ness to help repair those 
tires because what happens 

is, when we see this, one 
thing starts and then it trick-
les down. Now that person 
(with the slashed tires) may 
not be able to get to work or 
take the kids to school. It’s 
really a domino effect from 
there,” she said.

The program will accept 
referrals from the Rutland 
County State’s Attorney’s 
Office and the Rutland 
City Police Department 
through memorandums of 
understanding.

The referrals from the 
state’s attorney would be 
people who don’t want to 
proceed through the crim-
inal prosecution process or 

By ZEKE MILLER  

and LOLITA BALDOR

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
Defense Secretary  J im 
Mattis abruptly said he was 
resigning Thursday after 
two years of disagreements 
with President Donald 
Trump about America’s 
role in the world — the 
announcement coming one 
day after Trump overruled 
his advice against pulling 
troops out of Syria and 

pressed forward on discus-
sions to withdraw forces 
from Afghanistan.

Mattis, perhaps the most 
respected foreign policy 
official in Trump’s admin-
istration, will leave by the 
end of February after two 
tumultuous years struggling 
to soften and moderate the 
president’s hardline and 
sometimes sharply chang-
ing policies. He told Trump 
in a letter that he was leav-
ing because “you have a 

right to have a Secretary 
of Defense whose views are 
better aligned with yours.”

Trump said in a tweet 
that Mattis was retiring, but 
that’s not what Mattis said.

His departure was imme-
diately lamented by foreign 
policy hands and lawmakers 
on both sides of the aisle, 
who viewed the retired 
Marine general as a sober 
voice of experience in the 

By HOWARD WEISS-TISMAN

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

A group of school dis-
tricts planned to file a legal 
appeal Thursday challeng-
ing Act 46, the state’s school 
district consolidation law.

This is the second legal 
challenge this month to the 
Act 46 forced mergers; The 
Elmore-Morristown Unified 
Union School District and 
the Stowe School District 
have already filed suit.

This latest appeal by the 
group of school districts 
names the State Board of 
Education, the Agency of 
Education and the secretary 
of education, and it chal-
lenges the state’s authority 
to forcibly merge 45 school 
boards under Act 46.

T h e  g r o u p  s a y s  t h e 
State Board of Education’s 
decision to forcibly merge 
districts, sometimes against 
the wishes of local voters, is 
unconstitutional.

I n  a  p r e s s  r e l e a s e 
announcing the lawsuit 
sent out Thursday morning, 
attorney Charles Merriman 
stated:

“Vermont is justifiably 

proud of (its) history as a 
society shaped by the vote 
and made functional by 
robust, civic participation. 
Somewhere along the line, 
the good — but unelected 
— people on the State 
Board of Education lost 
sight of our shared history 
when they misinterpreted 
Act 46 as mandating school 
consolidations over the 
express, reasoned opposi-
tion of voters. If left uncor-
rected, the Board’s decision 
will have the depressing 
effect of dampening civic 
participation in favor of 
top-heavy bureaucratic 
structures wholly alien to 
our democratic traditions.”

In the appeal, the group 
argues that the board’s deci-
sion to force mergers goes 
against part of the wording 
in Act 46 which allows dis-
tricts to create alternative 
structures.

“If upheld, the Board’s 
‘casual dismissal of statute’ 
will have lasting impacts 
for decades, perhaps even 
centuries, to come,” the 
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Craig Pelkey, of Pittsford, tries his luck fishing in Otter Creek for northern pike on a warm Thursday in December.

AP FILE PHOTO

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis speaks during the 2018 POW/MIA National Recognition Day 
Ceremony in September at the Pentagon in Washington.

MAN ON A MISSION

OPIOID ABUSE EPIDEMIC
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Lisa Ryan, program manager for the Rutland County Community 
Justice Center at BROC, poses outside the Rutland City Police 
Department on Wales Street in Rutland on Thursday afternoon.

See Crisis, page  A5

See Victims, page  A5

See Act 46, page  A5 See Mattis, page  A5

See and hear the Rev. 

John Weatherhogg’s 

Christmas message in 

this week’s Talking Pic-

tures video at rutland-

herald.com or visit  

bit.ly/1221TalkPix directly.


