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“I’ve been doing this 

job for 31 years, and 

probably in the last 

five, maybe seven 

years, every year 

seems to get worse.”

California Fire Chief Scott Jal-
bert, addressing raging wildfires 

in his state. — B8

Big show
Otter Valley’s fall musical 

production “Nice Work If You 

Can Get It,” featuring a musi-

cal score by George and Ira 

Gershwin, opens Thursday 

for a weekend run.  A3

e-Cig crackdown
Juul Labs says they will curtail 

sales of some flavored e-ciga-

rettes ahead of a U.S. govern-

ment crackdown on sales to 

underaged smokers.  A7 

Town, Vt. spar over records

Lutz honored for her life’s work

Spokesman: No charges for Sanders’ wife

Poultney High 
students win 
‘Hamilton’ trip

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Rutland Town is in a dispute with 
the state about access to public 
records related to a rail spur over 
which the town is suing contractors.

In October, the Select Board 
voted to file a lawsuit against the 
contractors who allegedly built a 
rail spur on top of a town-owned 
water line and manhole cover. The 
town fears that train traffic over the 

water line will damage it. The board 
says it tried for several months to 
contact Vermont Rail System about 
the issue to no avail.

Named in the lawsuit are two 
Poultney companies, RA Filskov & 
Sons Inc. and Filskov Brothers Inc.

Ryan Filskov, owner of RA Filskov 
& Sons Inc., told the Herald when 
the lawsuit was filed that neither he 
nor his father’s company, Filskov 
Brothers Inc., did the work about 

which they’re being sued.
On Friday, Alan Filskov, president 

of Filskov Brothers Inc., filed an 
answer to the complaint in which 
he denies, or says he lacks the 
knowledge to admit or deny, the 
town’s claims. RA Filskov & Sons 
Inc. had not filed its own response 
as of Tuesday.

According to email records 
prov ided to  the Herald ,  on 
Oct. 26, John Dunleavy, senior 

assistant attorney general for the 
Vermont Agency of Transportation, 
requested by email from Town 
Clerk Kirsten Hathaway “Inspec-
tion reports, maintenance records 
and engineering assessments of the 
town-owned Pipes, from January 
1, 2003, to the present. Also, any 
records confirming that or ques-
tioning whether the Town-owned 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Shelley Lutz and a handful of 
volunteers were struggling to get a 
pair of large wooden benches onto 
a trail in Pine Hill Park when six 
cyclists from New Hampshire hap-
pened by and lent their hands to 
the effort.

“It just shows how popular the 
park is,” Lutz said Tuesday.

The last  remaining found-
ing member of the Pine Hill 

Partnership — the others have all 
moved away — Lutz stresses the 
partnership and the park are much 
bigger than she is.

“It’s not about me,” she said. 
“I don’t like to talk about myself. 
There’s a collective group that 
makes things happen. I just seem 
to be the one who pulls things 
together.”

That role recently resulted in 
Lutz being honored by the Interna-
tional Mountain Bike Association, a 

development that helped convince 
her to talk about herself just a little 
bit.

Lutz came to the area from 
Grand Island, New York, in the 
early 1970s, studying at Castleton 
State College to become a teacher. 
Her relationship with Pine Hill 
Park began in college — a suitem-
ate had a brother who went fishing 
at Rocky Pond.

“We used to traipse all along that 
hillside back in the ’70s,” she said. 

“There’s a lot of cool history to the 
place.”

The park was created when 
Henry Carpenter donated the 
land to the city in 1921, Lutz said. 
In the ensuing decades, it was used 
on and off.

When Lutz graduated, instead of 
a school, she went to work at UPS.

“I made more money working 
part-time than I would have as a 

By LISA RATHKE

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — Federal pros-
ecutors in Vermont have closed 
their investigation into a college 
land deal involving the wife of U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders and decided 
not to charge her, a spokesman for 
the couple said Tuesday.

Jane Sanders was informed by 
the U.S. attorney’s office that she 
would not be charged, Sanders 
spokesman Jeff Weaver said.

Jane Sanders is grateful the inves-
tigation is over.

“As she has said from the begin-
ning, she has done nothing wrong 
and Jane is pleased that the matter 
has now come to a conclusion,” 
Weaver said in an email.

U.S. attorney’s office spokesman 
Kraig LaPorte said he could not 
deny or confirm that an investiga-
tion took place.

Federal investigators had been 
looking into the finances behind a 

real estate deal for the now defunct 
Burlington College, where Jane 
Sanders served as president from 
2004 to 2011.

In 2010, she had worked out a 
$10 million deal for the college 
to buy 32 acres of waterfront land 
in Burlington on Lake Champlain 
and a 77,000-square-foot former 
orphanage and administrative 
offices of Vermont’s Roman Cath-
olic Church, which needed the 
money to settle a series of priest 

sex abuse cases.
Jane Sanders, a longtime political 

adviser to her husband, promised 
at the time that the deal would be 
paid for with increases in enroll-
ment and about $2.7 million in 
donations. She left the school a 
year later. The enrollment increase 
and the promised donations didn’t 
happen and by 2014, the college 
had about $11 million debt. It sold 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — As part of 
a nationwide initiative, 92 
high school students won 
the opportunity to travel to 
the Boston Opera House on 
Nov. 8 to see “Hamilton,” 
the groundbreaking musi-
cal by Lin-Manuel Miranda 
inspired by a 2004 biog-
raphy of founding father 
Alexander Hamilton.

“This made me excited 
to possibly dive into more 
history in general,” said 
senior Christopher Wade. 
“It’s not a subject that 
I’m super-super into, and 

this opened a window of 
opportunity for me.”

The initiative was created 
to help students travel to 
the closest location where 
the show was being per-
formed, and even get the 
chance to perform an orig-
inal work they created at 
school, said Poultney High 
School history teacher Liz 
Lebrun.

“I knew that they had 
been doing this in New 
York City, taking groups 
of students,” LeBrun said. 
“And I had a friend who 
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Stephen Nisimblat, owner of the Greenbrier Inn and Gift Shop, rakes snow from the roof of the business on Route 4 in Killington on Tuesday. 
Nisimblat said he skied Killington in the morning and the fresh snow made the conditions “fabulous.”

RAKE’S PROGRESS
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Poultney High School history teacher Liz Lebrun teaches a class about “Hamilton,” the 
musical about one of America’s Founding Fathers, in preparation for the school trip to the 
Boston Opera House.
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