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City in mask compromise
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SPOTLIGHT

PDX Pushback

The city may strongly
encourage wearing masks,
but a local mandate does
not appear in the cards.
The Charter and Ordinance Committee voted
Wednesday to have Alderwoman Rebecca Mattis, the
committee chairwoman,
work with City Attorney
Matt Bloomer to present a

draft resolution at the next
full Board of Aldermen
meeting saying that residents of Rutland “should”
wear masks to help prevent
the spread of COVID-19.
The language was a compromise between board members who wanted to require
masks and those who only
wanted to “encourage” the
safety procedure.
Since the beginning of

Oregon argues Wednesday
for a restraining order against
federal agents deployed to
quell unrest in Portland even
as street protests grow night
after night.
A8

Town mandates
mask wearing

the pandemic, Gov. Phil
Scott has called on Vermonters to wear masks
while refusing to adopt a
statewide mandate – though
he has recently indicated
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR.
that may change. The goverSTAFF WRITER
nor has allowed municipalRUTLAND TOWN —
ities to adopt requirements
if they see fit, and several The town is now requiring
have with varying degrees everyone to wear a mask
or face shield upon
See Masks, page A5 entering buildings open

to the public.
The Select Board
approved the order at
its regular meeting on
Tuesday, said Selectman
See Mandate, page A5

TURKEYS IN THE HAY

Chicago next
Chicago remains on edge,
awaiting dispatch of federal
agents as President Trump
tries to show he can bring
law and order to a troubled
nation.
A8

Marketing Relief

MATCH
PROGRAM
A catalyst for local
economic recovery
The Barre Montpelier
Times Argus and
Rutland Herald have
committed $100,000
in matching funds this
summer for a program
designated for locallyowned businesses to
assist with promoting
the change of business
operations and
reopening.

Call 802-774-3038
today to learn more
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A wild turkey hen makes her way to safety with her poults in a New Haven hayfield on Wednesday afternoon, following a brief shower.

PRISON STAFF THREATENED DYING MAN

Inmate denied adequate care
By LISA RATHKE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ONLINE
Like us on Facebook
to enjoy Rutland
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com/rutlandherald

Staff at the Newport prison
ignored a dying Black inmate’s
pleas that he could not breathe and
threatened him instead of providing lifesaving care, according to a
report from the Vermont defender
general’s office.
The report was released to
journalists Wednesday, more than
a week after interim Corrections

Commissioner James Baker said
investigations were underway into
the death of Kenneth Johnson, and
a different medical provider had
been chosen to provide health care
services to Vermont inmates.
Johnson, 60, was detained at the
Northern State Correctional Facility in Newport while awaiting trial
when he died Dec. 7, 2019, because
a tumor had blocked his airway,
according to the report from the

office that includes the Vermont
Prisoners’ Rights Office.
It gives the following account:
Johnson told nurses in the fall
of 2019 that he had shortness of
breath, worsening hoarseness,
trouble swallowing and felt like
something was stuck in his throat.
Medical staff suspected chronic
obstructive lung disease and gave
him steroids. He was referred to an
outside specialist after the steroids

did not help but he died before the
appointment.
While in the infirmary on Dec.
6, he showed signs of respiratory
distress and said repeatedly that he
could not breathe and needed to
go to the hospital but medical staff
failed to see the situation’s urgency.
He was prescribed cold medicine
by the on-call provider and nurses
See Inmate, page A5
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Schools look to
state guidance
By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

The superintendent of
the Rutland City Public
Schools posted details of
the district’s plans for the
fall but acknowledged
they don’t have all the
information they need yet,
a situation Assistant Superintendent Rob Bliss said
was the state was being “as
supportive as they can be.”
Bliss said there had been
opportunities for superintendents like Bill Olsen,
the incoming superintendent for Rutland, to speak
with Dan French, secretary
of the Vermont Agency of
Education, at least once a
week.
However, Bliss said the
administrators in the district are looking forward
to getting more complete
information about some
transportation issues for
the school buses and
what might happen if a
student was found to have
COVID-19.
Schools across Vermont
are working to set their
plans for the fall following
a period of the 2019-20
school year starting in
March and continuing
through the end of the

academic year when schools
were closed as part of Vermont’s declaration of a state
of emergency. The switch by
schools to remote learning
was part of the state’s effort
to flatten the curve of the
spread of COVID-19.
With the school year
starting in little more than
a month, district officials
have been eager to tell
parents and students what
to expect, but the state
released its guidance on
Friday.
The plan for Rutland
schools is posted to the district’s home page.
By email on Monday,
Olsen said officials at the
district appreciated the
state’s guidance.
“At our local level, the
collaboration of our planning team is so impressive.
For example, (Rutland
Intermediate School)
teacher Sue Tanen has been
so helpful as we formulate
what this will look like in
a real classroom setting. I
am exceedingly thankful
for the commitment our
staff made to this work last
spring and this summer.
Their professionalism is on

MIDDLEBURY TUNNEL
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The 10-week closure of Main Street in Middlebury to install the railroad tunnel for
the Middlebury Bridge & Rail Project began July 13. Work is expected to continue into
September to bring Amtrak service to Burlington and upgrade the state’s rail service.

NEW POLL RESULTS

Few favor school opening
By COLLIN BINKLEY
and HANNAH FINGERHUT
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOSTON — Virtual
instruction. Mandated
masks. Physical distancing.
The start of school will
look very different this year
because of the coronavirus
— and that’s OK with the
vast majority of Americans.
See Schools, page A5
Only about 1 in 10

Americans think day care
centers, preschools or K-12
schools should open this
fall without restrictions,
according to a new poll
from The Associated PressNORC Center for Public
Affairs. Most think mask
requirements and other
safety measures are necessary to restart in-person
instruction, and roughly 3

in 10 say that teaching kids
in classrooms shouldn’t
happen at all.
The findings are a sharp
contrast to the picture that
President Donald Trump
p a i nt s a s he p r e s s u r e s
schools to reopen. Trump
said Wednesday that he
would be “comfortable”
See Opening, page A5

