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Note to Readers
Our business offices are 
closed today in observance 
of the New Year’s holiday. We 
will publish a paper tomorrow, 
Saturday, Jan. 2, however. 
Have a Happy New Year!

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in Rutland history is an 
article about you, a relative or a friend playing high school sports. Or an ad for a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 

connected to. Use this 
archive to remember the past and learn about our history. 

Crisis workers sound alarm

Food aid program ‘on pause’

Another candidate enters
mayor’s race in Rutland

Vaccine ration gets cut again

By MIKE DONOGHUECORRESPONDENT
MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 

said Thursday that the state of Ver-

mont will investigate to see whether 

police and fire personnel that are 

on the front lines for medical emer-

gencies can be moved up the list 

of people expected to get vaccine 

shots for COVID-19 shortly.
The comment came as the gov-

ernor, along with his staff hosted 

his 100th press briefing about the 

deadly pandemic since March.
The promise came in the wake 

of an outbreak at the Bennington 

Police Department that the Ver-

mont Health Department withheld 

from the public before Christmas 

and only became public this week 

when somebody with knowledge of 

the case reached out to the Ben-

nington Banner. Police Chief Paul 

Doucette confirmed he was one of 

six BPD employees — five officers 

and one civilian — to have a posi-

tive COVID test.

Vermont Human Services Sec-

retary Mike Smith said Thursday 

that Vermont State Police and 

municipal police across the state, 

along with county sheriffs have 

been bumped out of initial lineup 

for the vaccine shot.Health care workers, including 

emergency medical technicians 

By PATRICK MCARDLESTAFF WRITER
Everyone Eats, a program that 

provides food for Vermonters in 

need by working with restaurants 

that prepared the meals and farms 

that provided the food, was “put on 

hold” on Thursday as organizers 

identify new funding sources for a 

program they hope will continue.

Jean Hamilton, Everyone Eats 

statewide coordinator for South-

eastern Vermont Community 

Action, said the funding had come 

from federal CARES Act money 

that had been allocated to Ver-

mont and then provided through 

the Vermont Agency of Commerce 

and Community Development to 

SEVCA. An early concern was that 

CARES funding had to be spent by 

the end of the year, but after a new 

COVID relief bill was signed last 

week, the deadline for spending 

CARES funding was extended for 

a year.
However, Hamilton pointed 

out, with the great need across 

Vermont, the budget already had 

been exhausted.

“There was a great need and we 

matched our budget to what we 

could spend before Dec. 30,” she 

said.
Hamilton said Everyone Eats was 

designed as a multi-stakeholder, 

multi-impact program. In Rutland 

County, for instance, the Vermont 

By GORDON DRITSCHILOSTAFF WRITERMatthew Seager hopes to 
become a second-genera-
tion mayor of Rutland.

Seager, the grandson of 
former Rutland Mayor Gil-
bert Godnick, announced 
this week he would seek to 
unseat Mayor David Allaire.

This means voters so far 
have three choices in front 
of them in March, with 
Allaire seeking re-election 
and Alderman Chris Ettori 
having stated his intention 
to run against him.“I have a lot of passion 

for the city,” said Seager, 37. “I want to be a strong advo-cate for the city. I take what’s said about Rutland very personally. It’s part of my identity.”This is Seager’s first run for public office. He said he recognized that serving 
time on the Board of Alder-
men prior to a mayoral 
campaign was “the more 
traditional route.”“ W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 

straight policy-making and 

being one of 11, that’s important work,”  he sa id. “What I’m more interested in, and what I’m suited for, is using the soft power of the mayor’s office for making change.”Seager’s back-
ground is in education. He 
previously worked as a trav-
eling tutor for athletes and 
now runs an educational 
travel company that helps 

By ERIC BLAISDELLSTAFF WRITERMONTPELIER — Offi-
cials say the amount of vac-
cine coming to Vermont 
has again been reduced 
and they haven’t been told 
why.

At  Gov.  Ph i l  Scot t ’s 
Thursday news confer-
ence, Mike Smith, secre-
tary of the state Agency 
of Human Services, said 
nearly 14,000 residents 
have received their first 
shot of a vaccine for the 
novel coronavirus. The 
vaccines available require 
two shots, weeks apart, for 
maximum effectiveness.

Smith said 21% of those 
in the first phase of vac-
cinations, which includes 
those in long-term care 
facilities and health care 
workers, have received 
their first shot. He said 2% 
of the state’s population 
has now received its first 
vaccine shot.He said the state has 

posted a dashboard on 
coronavirus vaccinations 
that will be updated twice 
next week and then every 
day Monday through Fri-
day after that.The secretary said the 

hope is the amount of vac-
cine the state receives will 
accellerate during the next 
few weeks.

“ H o w e v e r,  I ’ m  c o n -
cerned because our federal 
vaccine allotments have 
been cut from what we’re 
expecting to what we’re 
receiving next week,” he 
said.

Smi th  sa id  Vermont 
will get 3,900 doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine next week, 
down from 5,850 doses 
received this week, and 
3,900 doses of Moderna’s 
vaccine, a decrease from 
4,000 doses this week. He 
said this reduction in the 
amount of vaccine the 
state receives can even-
tually have an impact on 
the state’s  vaccination 
timeline.

“We are reaching out to 
the federal government to 
see how these allocations 
can be increased to 11,700 
doses or more a week,” he 
said.

Two weeks ago, state 
officials reported Vermont 
would receive about 975 
fewer doses than expected, 
a reduction of about 20%.

The governor said offi-
cials are looking into why 
the state’s vaccine allot-
ment has been reduced 
again, and he hopes it’s 
temporary.“Because we’re ready to 

provide ... the vaccinations, 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Thanks to the generosity of Middlebury American Legion Post 27 members, the town of Middlebury was able to end 2020 with a drive-in fireworks 

display at Middlebury Recreation Park on Thursday evening to ring in the new year.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A Rhode Island Red hen forages along Field Days Road in New Haven with members 

of its flock on Thursday afternoon.

WELCOME IN, 2021!

BIG RED

First responders want vaccinations

REASON UNKNOWN

Seager

Mother roadFrom Chicago to Santa 
Monica, Route 66 opened 
to traffic in 1926. Get hip to 
this timely tip and take that 
California trip, get your kick 
on Route 66.  

B6

Right on timeHerald sportswriter Tom Haley 
looks forward to the positives 
that 2021 could bring.  B1

See Front Line, page  A6

See Eats, page  A6

See Vaccine, page  A7

See Seager, page  A7

ospital in Berlin has 

been using a system where a 

thermal camera reads someone’s 

temperature as they enter the 

 a ld a news event 
esday to talk about the system.

Due to the virus that causes 

COVID-19, hospitals have been 

taking the temperature of any-

one entering the building, as 

well as asking about any other 

 spread 
s. A patient that shows 

up with symptoms is isolated and 

treated.
Those temperature checks 

for the public prior to last week 

had to be done using an oral 

thermometer.

ich he fact that prop-

pital City already is assessed at 

ess than 85 percent of fair market value.

Property in Montpelier was assessed at 

98.24 percent fair market value in the after-

math of the 2010 reappraisal and while that 

figure slowly eroded it still stood at 95.26 

percent in 2015.That’s when the real estate market started 

to heat up and Montpelier’s CLA began an 

accelerated decline. In 2016 it dipped to 94.2 

�

�

�

See CVMC, page  A6

See Reappraisal, page  A6

A red carpet opportunity! YOUR AD 
HERE

Mascot issue’s fierce return

J&J vaccine on hold for now

Labor shortages 
trouble industry

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The reorganizational meeting 
of the Rutland City School Board 
descended into shouting Tuesday 
after one of the board’s new mem-
bers made a motion to immediately 
restore the Raider nickname and 
arrowhead logo.

Board member Hurley Cavacas 
became chairman at the top of the 
meeting, ousting incumbent Alison 
Notte by a 6-5 vote. Erin Shimp 
bested Ann Dages for secretary 
by a similar margin — Assistant 

Superintendent Robert Bliss said 
he was missing one vote but Shimp 
had the six she needed without it. 
The board heard presentations on 
various anti-discrimination efforts 
and other activities before Cavacas 
recognized Board Member Stepha-
nie Stoodley, who made the motion 
that touched off the shouting.

Stoodley said a vote to adopt the 
new “Ravens” team name had not 
been done under proper parlia-
mentary procedure, that the Ravens 
name was being “pre-emptively 
used” and that evidence presented 

regarding the name change was 
“skewed.”

“The community at large has 
spoken and wishes for the Raider 
name and arrowhead logo to be 
restored,” she said, moving to do 
so effective that night and to have 
all materials related to the change 
made available to the board for 
review.

The board narrowly voted to 
abandon the Raider name and 
arrowhead logo — which were 
replacements for the “Red Raid-
ers” team name and Indigenous 

American tribal chief logo the 
school used previously — in 
response to concerns from students 
and alumni that they were cultur-
ally insensitive. The move triggered 
a fierce backlash, and Stoodley 
was part of a slate of candidates 
opposed to the change, who suc-
cessfully ran for School Board seats 
in March.

“I’m a little concerned,” board 
member Kevin Kiefaber said. “If 
the process that was done before 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State 
officials say appointments 
for the Johnson & Johnson 
coronavirus vaccine have 
been canceled for the 
week after six people in the 
United States developed 
blood clots out of nearly 7 
million doses administered.

Gov. Phil Scott’s regular 
Tuesday news conference 

was delayed an hour so 
senior members of his 
administration could sit 
in on a call with other 
governors and the White 
House about the pandemic 
response. One of the main 
focuses of that call was the 
recent announcement that 
six women had developed 
blood clots after receiving 
the single-dose vaccine.

Scott said the Centers for 

Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) and the Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) have recommended 
pausing the use of that vac-
cine. He said this recom-
mendation “was made out 
of an abundance of caution 
due to extremely rare blood 
clots found in six cases out 
of the 6.8 million people 
who have been vaccinated 
with Johnson & Johnson.”

He said the vaccine, for 
the most part, has been 
shown to  be  sa fe  and 
effective. The governor 
received that vaccine last 
week, and he said he was 
happy to get it.

He said federal agencies 
will meet and discuss what 
recommendations should 
be given to vaccine pro-
viders. Health experts are 
investigating the six cases 

to get to the bottom of the 
blood-clotting issue.

“They emphasized these 
incidents are extremely rare 
and this pause is likely to be 
a matter of days, not weeks,” 
Scott said.

Mike Smith, secretary of 
the state Agency of Human 
Services, said about 2,000 
vaccine appointments had 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

There was nobody to 
carve the brisket at Mama 
T’s on Saturday.

The barbecue counter in 
the back of the Mobil Sta-
tion on Route 4 has been 
serving take-out, but closed 
temporarily during the 
weekend as result of a lack 
of staff. It’s not alone. Cilan-
tro in Manchester posted a 
sign blaming a temporary 
closure on the same issue 
during the weekend, and 
even some eateries manag-
ing to stay open are report-
ing difficulty getting staff.

“I’ve been looking for 
people for at least a month 

and nobody’s even apply-
ing,” said Todd Smith, man-
ager of the Little Caesar’s 
in Rutland. “We literally get 
one application a month, I 
think.”

Smith said he also runs 
a food truck in Clarendon 
that he hasn’t  opened 
because he can’t find help. 
At Little Caesar’s, he said 
he needs at least three full-
time workers, including a 
manager and two part-tim-
ers. He said the positions, 
other than manager, pay 
minimum wage.

“Even if I wanted to pay 
$20 an hour, I couldn’t find 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Larry Booker rakes his yard in Pittsford on Tuesday afternoon as clusters of daffodils bloom nearby.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Pinwheel gardens are sprouting up this month at Community Health practices around 
Rutland county to bring awareness to child abuse and how healthy relationships within 
families, schools and communities can work to eliminate child abuse and neglect. This 
pinwheel garden is displayed in front of the Pediatric Community Health practice in 
Rutland on General Wing Road.

DAFFODIL CHAMP

PINWHEELS AT RRMC

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ wednesday, april 14, 2021 ◆ Volume 161 • numBer 59 $1.00

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

Business A7

Sports B1

Scoreboard B2

Advice  B3

Comics B3

Crossword B3

Horoscope  B3 

Marketplace B4

Television B4

Food B6

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � APRIL 13, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 6-4-8 and 5-1-2-3
Evening: 8-0-6 and 6-8-0-0

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

Insta

High 67

Low 42

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

On the track
Local track and field teams 

are putting in preparation for 

the upcoming 2021 season.   

  B1

Pray for peas
Planting that first handful of 

peas in a bare, brown field 

can be a lonely experience. 

It’s the feeling of being 

slightly early to the party.  B6

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive

Rutland Herald 

archives online 

back to the first 

edition in 1794

Rutland Daily Herald (Rutland, Vermont) ·  Mon, Mar 3, 1862 ·  Page 1

https://rutlandherald.newspapers.com/image/532843373

Downloaded on Dec 3, 2019

Rutland Herald

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Rutland Daily Herald (Rutland, Vermont) ·  Tue, Sep 11, 2001 ·  Page 1

https://rutlandherald.newspapers.com/image/534883049

Downloaded on Dec 3, 2019

Rutland Herald

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

See Labor, page A5
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