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Meat sells
Farmers who raise 

livestock for meat mark a 

banner year.  B2

6 odd veggies
Well, not so much “odd” 

but perhaps underutilized. 

Our gardening columnist 

Henry Homeyer wants to 

refamiliarize readers with 

varieties such as celery 

root, kohlrabi, artichokes 

and a few other tooth-

some beauties.  
                                   C1

Tracking bugs
Heath inspectors want to 

find out every human con-

tact their subjects have 

been close to during the 

past several weeks. Not 

as easy as it sounds.  
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 OUTDOORS

Jensen Afield
Outdoors columnist 

Dennis Jensen shares not 

why the turtle crossed the 

road so much as how to 

help it safely across. Hint: 

They’re not called “snap-

ping” turtles for nothing.  
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Schools plan for unusual graduations

Reopening going ‘really well’

COVID-19 
highlights 
education 
inequities

By PATRICK MCARDLE, GORDON 

DRITSCHILO and KEITH WHITCOMB JR.

STAFF WRITERS

While restrictions are still in 
place to slow the spread of the 
COVID-19, high schools in Rut-
land County are finding ways to 
recognize the Class of 2020 as they 
graduate.

About 190 seniors will graduate 

from Rutland High School, accord-
ing to Principal Bill Olsen.

“We want to honor the accom-
plishments of the graduates while 
following Department of Health 
and Agency of Education expecta-
tions for keeping everyone healthy 
and safe,” he said.

Olsen said faculty and staff are 
creating a “virtual”: graduation with 

the help of a videographer. All of 
the elements of the graduation, 
such as speeches, will be recorded 
in advance of the June 11 gradua-
tion. A video with messages from 
individual teachers is also planned 
for the event.

“We are also asking students to 
send us a picture of themselves in 
their cap and gown, perhaps with 

family members or friends, and 
those will be incorporated into a 
slideshow in the film,” Olsen said.

The high school is providing 
lawn signs to all the graduates. Busi-
ness owner Mark Foley is providing 
space for signs downtown.

The graduation is expected to 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Rutland Regional Medical 
Center has made a smooth 
transition back to performing 
some procedures and tests, 
according to the hospital’s chief 
medical officer, Dr. Melbourne 
Boynton.

In March, Gov. Phil Scott, 

after ordering hospitals in Ver-
mont to delay elective proce-
dures because of a concern the 
state might need the capacity 
to handle an expected surge 
of patients with COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus. Earlier this month, 
the governor gave hospitals 
permission to start resuming 

some of those procedures and 
tests although some restrictions 
remain.

Boynton said things had 
been going “really well” since 
the hospital resumed some of 
its services.

“The price of admission is 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A year ago, 28 Ver-
mont educators began learning to spot 
inequality in the education system. The 
problems they’ve come to see have been 
made even more apparent by the COVID-
19 pandemic.

“Initially the focus was working at the dis-
trict level,” said Jamilah Vogel, a guidance 
counselor at St. Albans City School. “And 
then when the pandemic started to really 
shake things up and schools had to close, it 
became really evident that with schools clos-
ing, it was lifting the veil on the inequities 
not just within education but the inequities 
in our community.”

School were helping to alleviate some of 
these community inequities, but their clos-
ing made them far more apparent, she said.

Vogel is part of the Equity Practitioners 
Network, an initiative of the Vermont Prin-
cipals’ Association.

Linda Wheatley, equity coordinator with 
the VPA, said the 28 now involved are the 
initiative’s first cohort. They are a mix 
of teachers, administrators, and others 
involved in education around the state 
who are learning to identify inequity in the 
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Four F-35 fighters from the Vermont Air National Guard 158th Fighter Wing flies over Rutland Regional Medical Center on a flyover of the state 
Friday afternoon to salute health care and essential workers.
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Alicia Laferriere takes a lunch order Friday from first customer Jeff Norway at Mulligan’s 
Irish Pub in Barre. Friday was the first day since the coronavirus outbreak that restaurants 
were allowed to serve customers in person in outdoor seating areas. Mulligan’s has space 
for about 50 outdoor diners and will be open every day, including Memorial Day.

SALUTE TO ESSENTIAL WORKERS
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2020 State Fair 
won’t happen
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By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. 
Phil Scott has announced 
restaurants can open for 
outdoor seating,  some 
medical procedures can 
resume and businesses such 
as salons and barbershops, 
can start back up May 29 in 
response to the state’s pos-
itive handling of the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.

T h e  g o v e r n o r  s a i d 
depending on data track-
ing the virus that causes 
COVID-19, he’s looking 
to increase the number of 
people allowed to group 

up from 10 to 25 starting 
June 1. He also announced 
churches can open at 25% 
capacity.

It wasn’t all good news 
because  the  governor 
announced that fairs and 
festivals have been canceled 
for the summer, including 
the Vermont State Fair in 
Rutland and the Champlain 
Valley Fair — two very pop-
ular summertime events. 
Events that take place in 
the fall may be able to go 
forward, but Scott said it 
would depend on where 
things stand in the coming 
months.

The  numbers  be ing 
reported from the Depart-
ment of Health continue to 
be encouraging. The state 
has ramped up its testing 
ability and state officials 
expected that to mean 
an increase in positive 
tests. But the department 
reported only two new cases 
of the virus Friday, increas-
ing the total confirmed 
cases in the state from 950 
to 952. There also has not 
been another death from 
the virus. That total remains 
54.

More business OK’d to open

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

G o v .  P h i l  S c o t t 
announced on Friday all 
fairs, festivals and mass gath-
erings on fair grounds have 
been canceled through the 
rest of the year.

Scott and other members 
of his administration have 
been participating in press 
conferences three times a 
week to announce updates 
in the state’s effort to flatten 

the curve of the spread of 
the novel coronavirus and 
COVID-19. The guidance 
for fairs was announced on 
Friday.

Robert Congdon, presi-
dent of the Rutland County 
Agricultural Society, said 
members of the society 
were “of course, saddened.”

“We were really keeping a 
positive outlook. I was really 

See Fair, page  A10See Business, page  A6


