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Cold snap
National Weather Service 

says the weekend weather 

event could bring as much as 

12 inches of snow to the area 

and leave frigid temperatures 

in its wake.  A3

Game on
Martin McDonough Gym-

nasium will be the scene 

tonight of the annual Mount 

St. Joseph and Rutland 

High School boys basketball 

showdown. Tipoff time is 

7 p.m.  B1

Tonight
DANCE CIRCLE

Dance to Gabrielle Roth’s 5 

Rhythms. Dance as free expression, 

spiritual practice and bliss. $5, 7:30-

8:45 p.m. Studio Serpentine at Cobra, 

56 Howe St., Building H, Rutland, 

cobravt@me.com, 772-7011.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

With the partial government 
shutdown approaching its first 
month, some food shelves are 
making efforts to help furloughed 
federal workers.

Mary Zigman, executive director 
of Rutland County Parent Child 

Center, said her organization, 
which runs a food shelf among 
other services, is stockpiling more 
food and reaching out to fur-
loughed federal workers.

As of Thursday, the federal gov-
ernment has been partially shut 
down for 27 days. The shutdown 
commenced when President 

Donald Trump didn’t sign a spend-
ing bill passed by Congress because 
the bill didn’t contain $5.7 billion 
for a wall along the southern bor-
der. According to national media, 
negotiations haven’t gone well 
when they’ve occurred, and the 
shutdown isn’t likely to end soon.

“The Federal Government has 

provided budgeting tips to many 
workers, but there are many imme-
diate needs that will not be met 
until the government reopens,” 
said Zigman in a statement. “Sim-
ple budgeting tips don’t bridge the 
gap; budgeting is ultimately not the 

Aid for furloughed workers

Coalition: Hit ‘pause’ on Act 46
By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — A tri-partisan 
coalition of lawmakers is asking for 
time and money, though they only 
spoke about the need for the for-
mer during a Thursday afternoon 
news conference that set the stage 
for a legislative debate over what to 
do about Act 46.

With three lawsuits challenging 

the constitutionality of the state’s 
school district consolidation law 
now pending and important dead-
lines looming, the group, led by 
Rep. Mike Mrowicki, D-Putney, 
Rep. Heidi Scheuermann, R-Stowe, 
and Rep. Mollie Burke, P-Brattle-
boro, made the case for “pressing 
the pause button” on Act 46.

Claiming time isn’t on the side of 
dozens of school districts that were 

recently ordered to merge under 
the most controversial aspect of the 
law, Mrowicki, Scheuermann and 
Burke took turns touting the need 
for an extension — if not a flat-out 
moratorium — given what they view 
as its questionable constitutionality.

The coalition has proposed 
both in a pair of bills that were 
read for the first time Thurs-
day and referred to the House 

Education Committee.
One of the bills would essentially 

grant a one-year extension to dis-
tricts that were ordered by the State 
Board of Education late last year. 
Barring a judicial reprieve, those 
districts, which are now scheduled 
to be launched July 1 would have an 
extra 12 months to prepare for the 
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Don Folsom, new owner of the Flory’s Plaza property in Rutland Town, inspects the property 
Thursday afternoon.

System failed 
Kiah Morris

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Members of the Rut-
land County chapter of 
the NAACP have concerns 
about the response from 
Vermont Attorney 
General T.J. Don-
ovan to what he 
called the “vicious 
racial harassment” 
of  former state 
Rep. Kiah Morris.

M o r r i s  w i t h -
drew her bid for 
re -e lect ion las t 
y e a r  b e c a u s e  o f 
harassment online and 
elsewhere over a period of 
about two years. Max Misch, 
who admitted to harassing 
Morris, showed up at a news 
conference Monday in Ben-
nington where Donovan 
said his office’s investiga-
tion found no crimes had 
been committed that he 
could prosecute.

Donovan said the mes-
sages sent to Morris were 
protected free speech, espe-
cially as they were directed 
toward someone who was 
an elected official at the 
time.

Tabitha Pohl-Moore, 
Vermont director of the 
NAACP and president of 
the Rutland-area branch, 

said Donovan’s findings 
were “concerning.”

“What we just did was set 
a very clear line about about 
how far white supremacists 
or people who would do 

harm to others — 
we just set a very 
clear line about 
w h e r e  t h e y ’ r e 
a l l o w e d  t o  g o 
and not be held 
a c c o u n t a b l e , ” 
Pohl-Moore said.

Mia Schultz, a 
Bennington res-

ident and NAACP 
member who attended 
Monday’s news conference, 
said it was another example 
of what often happens to 
people of color when “peo-
ple being oppressed have to 
teach the oppressors.”

“To me, it’s convenient, 
for lack of a better word, 
it’s convenient since the 
people who determine 
that this speech falls under 
the law as being protected 
speech, don’t ever experi-
ence it, don’t ever know the 
ramifications of this speech. 
But history has shown us it’s 
in our everyday being that 
those words and speech do 
have violent undertones,” 

Family has plan for plaza
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A Castleton family wants 
to turn the long-vacant 
Flory’s Plaza into an enter-
tainment hotspot for adults, 
children and especially 
teenagers.

“I guess we’re ready to 
start doing some construc-
tion and remodeling,” said 
Don Folsom on Thursday at 
the plaza on Business Route 
4 just west of the Rutland 
Town Fire Station. “Right 
now we own Jump Fore Fun 
down on Granger Street, 
where we offer bounce 
houses, a little blacklight 

min i  go l f  cour se .  We 
brought in some arcades. 
We do birthday parties 
there. We’re running out of 
room and want to expand 
more.”

Folsom and his wife, 
Casie, bought Jump Fore 
Fun in May after the for-
mer owner mentioned to 
them she planned to close 
the Granger Street business 
in two weeks. Folsom said 
he happened to see some 
buildings being demolished 
at Flory’s Plaza earlier this 
year and after speaking with 
workers there, was put in 
touch with the Flory family 

who’ve owned it since it was 
built in the 1970s.

John Flory said Thurs-
day that the Folsoms have 
signed a 3-year lease-to-own 
agreement, and he’s excited 
to see what they’ll do with 
the place.

“Part of the reason we 
partnered with (Folsom) 
was, we believe in him,” 
Flory said.

F lor y ’s  grandfa ther, 
John D. Flory Sr., started 
the plaza in the 1970s. It’s 
hosted several small vehi-
cle dealerships, a snack 

FOOD SHELVES REACH OUT
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Rep. Heidi Scheuermann, R-Stowe, speaks during a Thursday news conference at the State House for a tri-partisan group of legislators voicing oppo-
sition to the implementation of Act 46.

Pohl-Moore

NAACP:

Talking Pictures
Registered dietitian 
Donna Hunt, of Rutland, 
who works out of the 
Rutland Diabetes and 
Endocrinology Center at 
RRMC, says that when 
it comes to nutrition, 
moderation is the key to 
health and weight loss. 
bit.ly/0118DonnaHunt
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