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Midday: 4-6-0 and 9-6-2-4
Evening: 2-2-1 and 6-8-9-3
New York State
5-9-2 LS16 and 3-3-8-3 LS17
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All-Star match
Vermont will face off against 

New Hampshire in the Lions 

Twin State Soccer Cup pitting 

recent high school graduates 

against each other Saturday 

afternoon at Dave Wolk 

Stadium in Castleton.  

                                      B1

Save the world
“It is time for us all to stand 

up everywhere and just say 

no: We will not tolerate the 

destruction of our precious 

Earth and the lives of our 

children for greed.”  
                                C7

Girl power
Outdoor adventure is one 

of several new offerings for 

Girl Scouts, in addition to 

other programs that meet the 

needs and interests of today’s 

young girl.  

                                     C1

Wide-eyed
“Eye Spy,” an exhibition fo-

cused on the eye, opened at 

Studio Place Arts last week 

and continues in the Main 

Floor Gallery through Aug. 

23. The show features work 

of 29 artists.                                                 
                               D1
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By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

You may just be able to fry an 
egg on the sidewalk this weekend, 
thanks to a spell of hot weather 
slated to hit Vermont. Experts warn 
the sunny days ahead may be the 
perfect excuse to stay inside.

Meteorologists at the Fairbanks 
Museum in St. Johnsbury warned 
of temperatures sneaking past 95 in 
some places Saturday, with a heavy 
blanket of humidity and a heat 

index of 100 or more.
Officials are urging Vermont-

ers to take heed in the heat and 
make sure they stay calm, cool and 
well-hydrated if they choose to 
brave the rays.

The governor’s office also advised 
wearing lightweight, light-colored 
clothes to avoid retaining any extra 
heat, and to avoid using tools, lights 
and appliances that might raise the 
temperature further. Residents are 
urged to research where public 

cooling stations might pop up in 
local churches, volunteer locations 
and community centers.

Barre City has opened cooling 
stations at Barre Congregational 
Church, which is open 7 to 11 a.m., 
and Aldrich Library will be avail-
able from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Faith Community Church will be 
open from 2 until 7 p.m., with water 
and a children’s movie screening.

Kellogg-Hubbard Library in 
Montpelier as well  as public 

libraries in Pawlet, Castleton, West 
Rutland, Poultney, Waterbury, Mid-
dletown Springs and Williamstown 
will also be open as cooling centers 
during the heat spell, according to 
a partial list from the state.

Green Mountain Power reminds 
Vermonters to dial 211 to find cool-
ing shelters in local communities, 
and to keep any activity low-energy, 
especially during the hottest hours 

State preps for heat spell 

Vt. girl joins the Cub Scouts
By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

Nora Moulton has been 
an honorary Cub Scout 
s ince  she  was  4  year s 
old. That is because her 
mother, Angela Moulton, 
is her older brother’s troop 
leader, and used to bring 
Nora along to meetings and 
events.

Nora learned the same 
skills as her brother and 

his friends but wasn’t able 
to officially join the organi-
zation until last year, when 
the Boy Scouts of America 
voted to let girls into their 
ranks.

Nora, who is now 9 years 
old and is going into fourth 
grade at Underhill Central 
School, said she was excited 
to join her own troop last 
fall. She now spends time 
with children in her rank, 

one year behind her older 
brother, and she gets belt 
loops for the new skills she 
learns like the other Scouts 
do.

“I wanted to do it because 
I was tagging along with my 
brother for four years,” she 
said. “I was happy when the 
girls could join because 
I would get to be in my 
own troop with some of 
my friends. And I think 

girls should be able to join 
because it’s really fun to go 
out adventuring and sing 
different songs.”

Moulton was thrilled 
when the Boy Scouts said 
they would allow girls to 
join, but when that policy 
changed, it was not guaran-
teed that every troop would 
admit girls, at least not right 
away. Moulton was part of 
the effort to get troops 

in their area to make the 
change.

“You needed permission 
from your sponsoring orga-
nization. So we went to the 
church that sponsors us 
and had their agreement 
and approval,” Moulton 
said. “We had some good 
debate, but it was pretty 
well decided that we would 

Man pleads 
guilty in sex 
assault cases

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A  l o c a l  t e e n a g e r  i s 
expected to spend 4½ years 
in jail after pleading guilty 
to charges related to allega-
tions he sexually assaulted 
two young girls.

Ronald  Hal l  J r. ,  18 , 
pleaded guilty on Friday in 
Rutland criminal court to 
three felony charges of lewd 
and lascivious conduct, one 
felony count of second-de-
gree unlawful restraint and 
one misdemeanor count of 
domestic assault.

Under a proposed plea 
agreement, the state would 
dismiss three felony charges 
of second-degree unlawful 
restraint, a felony charge of 
sexual assault with no con-
sent and a felony charge of 
aggravated sexual assault by 
use of a weapon.

Rutland County State’s 
Attorney Rose Kennedy 
and defense attorney Mark 
Furlan told Judge Thomas 
Zonay they expected Fri-
day’s hearing to include 
Hal l ’s  change of  p lea 
and the imposition of the 

agreed sentence of 4½ to 7 
years.

Zonay said he was not 
willing to sentence Hall 
without a pre-sentence 
investigation report from 
the Vermont Department 
of Corrections.

Hall’s sentencing is now 
scheduled for Nov. 26.

The charges against Hall 
were spread across four 
dockets. He pleaded guilty 
on Friday to one charge 
from each docket but at 
least one charge each from 
three of the dockets are 
expected to be dismissed 
when the plea agreement is 
finalized.

Hall was charged Friday 
with a new felony from a 
fifth docket. He pleaded not 
guilty to the felony charge 
of aggravated repeated sex-
ual assault, which carries a 
mandatory minimum pen-
alty of 10 years in jail and a 
maximum term of life.

T h e  n e w  c h a r g e  i s 
expected to be dismissed as 
part of the plea agreement. 

Developer responds to PUC
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A “temporary driveway” 
doesn’t count as “shared 
infrastructure,” according 
to a solar developer in 
response to questions from 
a state regulator about two 
projects being built off Cold 
River Road.

On Wednesday, attorney 
Thomas Melone, president 
of Allco Renewable Energy 

Limited, responded to the 
Public Utility Commis-
sion’s (PUC) June 13 order 
requiring him to demon-
strate why the Otter Creek 1 
and Otter Creek 2 projects 
aren’t in violation of their 
certificates of public good.

On June 13, the PUC 
ordered that Otter Creek 
Solar LLC, a subsidiary of 
Allco Renewable Energy 
Limited, to show why its 

activities don’t violate the 
conditions of its certificate 
of public good, to describe 
the work done so far, to 
explain why the access road 
being used to clear the site 
“constitutes ‘shared infra-
structure’ under 30 V.S.A. 
§ 8002(18),” to explain why 
it decided to access Otter 
Creek 1 from Cold River 

SWELTER SKELTER
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Nora Moulton, 9, second from left, of Underhill, cocks her BB gun with the rest of Webelo Pack 620 at Camp Sunrise in Benson on Wednesday morning 
during target practice.

OTTER CREEK SOLAR PROJECT
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Hope Fisher, left, and Amara Clark bring their Sunfish sailboat into port during the final 
day of beginner sailing class Friday on Lake Bomoseen.

SAILING INTO PORT
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