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 � SEPT. 17, 2020 DRAWS
Midday: 5-1-8 and 4-1-1-5
Evening: 0-0-4 and 2-8-8-1
New York State
4-4-2 LS10 and 9-8-8-1 LS26
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Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

City of glass
Since Murano, Italy, is so 
far away and your American 
passport won’t work there 
anyway on account of the 
pandemic and all, you can 
always visit Seattle and take 
in the awesome Glass Expe-
rience in mid-October, after 
the smoke clears. Read all 
about it on this week’s Travel 
page.  B6

Commitment
In 5 years since the Supreme 
Court made it the law of the 
land, same-sex marriage is 
more widely embraced than 
ever.  A8

Gung-ho for Center Street

DPS overturns rule for juveniles

Federal judge tosses lawsuit

Poll: Trump 
faces deep 
pessimism 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Organizers say a temporary 
reconfiguration of Center Street has 
been a big hit, and the city is looking 
at a grant to study a more permanent 
redesign.

The Community and Economic 
Development Committee voted unan-
imously Thursday to recommend that 
the Board of Aldermen apply for a 
$30,000 Agency of Transportation 
grant to study permanently changing 
the street.

Since early July, temporary 

structures have been in place 
narrowing the street, 
expanding the sidewalks 
and creating “parklets” 
— spaces allowing 
downtown restaurants 
to offer outside dining. 
The change was made 
partly to see how some 
of the ideas discussed in 
the rewrite of the downtown 
master plan might work and partly 
to help restaurants replace seat-
ing capacity lost to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Aesthetically, I think the 
looks came out even better 

than I had even hoped,” 
Rutland Redevelop-
ment Authority Execu-
tive Director Brennan 
Duffy told the com-
mittee. “Our trees have 

survived. Those have, I 
guess, been living in a fairly 

tough environment for a tree, 
but they seem to have made it.”

Those trees are going to be trans-
planted into convenient spots of 
ground by the city forester, Duffy said, 

and the RRA and Downtown Rutland 
Partnership are working with the 
city departments on preparations to 
break down and store the temporary 
infrastructure for the winter.

“We can’t keep those up during 
the winter,” Duffy said of the dividers. 
“They affect snow removal and will 
have to come out.”

Alderman Sam Gorruso said he 
has eaten meals downtown a lot this 
year and the reconfiguration was a 
“grand slam.”

By MICHAEL DONOGHUE
CORRESPONDENT

MONTPELIER — Pub-
lic Safety Commissioner 
Michael Schirling has over-
ruled a Vermont State Police 
transparency policy and is 
now blocking state troopers 
from releasing names of 

juveniles in any kind of cases 
— including drivers accused 
of causing serious car crashes 
and in instances where 
young people are the victims 
of homicides, fatal or serious 
vehicle wrecks, drownings 
and other incidents.

T h e  d i r e c t i v e  f r o m 

Schirling came one day 
after the Vermont State 
Police followed its own 
longstanding policy to 
identify a 16-year-old driver 
from Atlanta, Georgia, who 
troopers say crossed the 
center line on Route 7 in 
Charlotte and killed an 

elderly Ferrisburgh couple 
last week.

“At the direction of the 
commissioner, please put a 
temporary hold on releas-
ing any personal identifying 
information on juveniles,” 
State Police Director Col. 
Matthew Birmingham wrote 

in an email to troopers at 
9:53 p.m. last Friday.

“The only exception to this 
temporary hold is if a juve-
nile has been charged with a 
crime as an adult,” Birming-
ham’s message continued.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

A federa l  judge  has 
thrown out a lawsuit seeking 
to stop Vermont’s efforts at 
mail-in voting.

I n  a  r u l i n g  i s s u e d 
Wednesday, Judge Geoffrey 
Crawford denied a motion 
for preliminary injunction 
and granted a motion to 
dismiss the lawsuit, which 
was brought by five Ver-
mont residents who claimed 

Secretary of State James 
Condos’ efforts at universal 
mail-in voting violated their 
Constitutional rights.

Crawford found that the 
plaintiffs lacked standing to 
bring the lawsuit.

“The plaint i f f ’s  case 
begins and ends with the 
issue of standing,” Crawford 
wrote. “This is a constitu-
tional requirement, which 
operates as a check on the 
ability of litigants to file 

claims for injuries which are 
insufficiently specific and 
direct in their effect on the 
plaintiff. ... Cases in which 
plaintiffs assert ‘general-
ized grievances’ of unlaw-
ful government action are 
commonly dismissed on 
standing grounds.”

Crawford wrote that 
plaintiffs must show an 
injury that is “actual or 

By JULIE PACE
and HANNAH FINGERHUT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

— Less than seven weeks 
before Election Day, most 
Americans are deeply pes-
simistic about the direction 
of the country and skep-
tical of President Donald 
Trump’s handling of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Roughly 7 in 10 Ameri-
cans think the nation is on 
the wrong track, according 
to a new poll from The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research. It’s an assessment 
that poses a challenge for 
Trump as he urges voters to 
stay the course and reward 
him with four more years in 
office instead of handing 
the reins of government to 
Democrat Joe Biden.

Trump’s argument to 
voters hinges in part on per-
suading Americans that the 
pandemic, which has killed 
nearly 200,000 people in 
the U.S., is receding. Yet just 
39% of Americans approve 
of how Trump is handling 

the outbreak.
“Clearly, it has been mis-

handled,” said Don Smith, 
77, of Kannapolis, North 
Carolina. Smith, an inde-
pendent who plans to vote 
for Biden in November, 
said he’s been particularly 
troubled by what he sees as 
Trump’s efforts to sideline 
public health experts and 
scientists.

Most Americans have 
more favorable views of 
health officials than of the 
Republican president as 
they have throughout the 
pandemic. Seventy-eight 
percent say they have some 
or great confidence in the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the agency 
at the forefront of crafting 
recommendations for how 
Americans can best protect 
themselves from the highly 
contagious coronavirus.

Yet the White House has 
repeatedly sought to assert 
more control over the CDC. 
And on Wednesday, Trump 
publicly undercut CDC 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Crossing Guard Vicki Shaddock guides a group of Fair Haven Grade School students cross at the corner of Washington Street and Park Place on 
Thursday afternoon. Shaddock is starting her 20th year as a crossing guard this year.

SAFETY FIRST FOR 20 YEARS

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 
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See Street, page  A5

See DPS, page  A5

See Poll, page  A5

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A double-crested cormorant wades in the Lake Champlain shallows on Thursday morn-
ing in West Addison. These prolific and controversial birds are considered by many 
fishermen to be a “nuisance” species, consuming up to a pound of small fish per day.

HEALTHY APPETITE

See Ballots, page  A5


