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New York State
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“The court now faces 

a serious crisis of 

legitimacy. Senate 

Republicans, who 

represent a minority 

of the nation, and a 

president elected by a 

minority of the nation, 

are now in a position 

to solidify their control 

of the third branch of 

government.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
Secretary of State Jim Con-

dos says General Election 

ballots are being mailed out 

to all registered voters across 

Vermont.  A2

2 approaches for treasurer

Fire scorches 
Deer Leap

City intersections under scrutiny

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

M O N T P E L I E R  — 
From the Great Reces-
s ion,  c irca  2009,  to 
Tropical Storm Irene 
in 2011, to the current 
COVID-19 crisis, State 
Treasurer Beth Pearce 
has seen Vermont face 
significant challenges.

Pearce joined the 
Office of the Vermont 
State Treasurer in 2004, 
hired as deputy state 
treasurer by then-Treasurer Jeb 
Spaulding. In January 2011, after 

Spaulding was appointed Secre-
tary of Administration, Gov. Peter 

Shumlin appointed Pearce 
to replace him.

“Being treasurer has 
been the greatest experi-
ence of my life in public 
sector work,” Pearce said. 
“It’s a great state, I’m 
proud to be here, I’m 
proud of the work we’ve 
done.”

Pearce grew up in West 
Springfield, Massachusetts

“I was a bit of a science 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — A for-
est fire atop Deer Leap was 
kept away from the trail by 
firefighters working in shifts 
over three days, according 
to state and federal officials.

The blaze that scorched 
a section of the mountain is 
being blamed on a campfire 
that was not properly extin-
guished. As of late Monday 
afternoon, U.S.  Forest 
Service spokesman Ethan 
Ready said officials still 
were monitoring the fire 
that had been first reported 
Friday afternoon.

“Ground fires are difficult 
to extinguish since they 
continue to smolder in 
the deep duff layer which 

is dry due to the current 
drought condition we’re 
experiencing,” Ready wrote 
in an email. “Our strategy 
during initial attack is to 
contain the fire and keep 
it from spreading. Once 
containment is achieved, 
we work towards calling it 
controlled by improving the 
control line around the fire 
and mopping up hot spots 
within the fire perimeter. 
The forest service will con-
tinue to staff the fire until 
we place it in controlled 
status.”

The fire was called in by 
the owners of the Inn at 
Long Trail – co-owner Mur-
ray McGrath said his son 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The city is casting its eye on 
handful of traffic trouble spots.

The Board of Aldermen voted 
Monday to have the Traffic Safety 
Committee look at the flow of vehi-
cles in the area of Terrill Street and 
Sheldon Place, issued a reminder 
of a previously ordered meeting on 

the intersection of Stratton Road 
and Killington Avenue, and voted 
to request the police commission 
to investigate a noisy vehicle in 
the vicinity of Cleveland and Park 
avenues.

The first issue was brought to 
the board by Alderman Sam Gor-
ruso, who said a resident of Shel-
don Place approached him with 

concerns about the number of vehi-
cles going the wrong way on Terrill 
Street, which is one-way. Gorruso 
said he was not sure whether all of 
the signs were still in place.

This led to a discussion of a 
referral Alderman Thomas DePoy 
previously had requested regard-
ing drivers running the stop sign 
at Stratton Road and Killington 

Avenue. DePoy said he had just 
watched somebody blow through 
it at 45 mph.

“It’s an ongoing issue,” he said. 
“It really needs to be dealt with, 
sooner rather than later. ... It’s 
usually the Stratton side that gets 
blown.”

PHOTO BY SARAH MILLIGAN

On the last weekend of the summer, a great blue heron graces a local pond. Fall begins today with some autumnal temperatures but a nice 
forecast. The weather appears today on A2.

REFLECTING ON SUMMER

ELECTION 2020

Pearce seeks another term

Pearce

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

G E O R G I A  —  T h e 
Republican candidate 
for State Treasurer says 
that something needs 
to be done about the 
s tate’s  pension fund 
immediately.

“That’s my biggest area 
of concern regarding 
the treasurer’s position, 
is that retirement fund,” 
said Carolyn Branagan, a 
former State House repre-
sentative and Franklin County sen-
ator. “We are in trouble financially. 

It’s in the hole, it’s starting to reach 
out and harm other areas of our 

state and we’ve got to fix 
it.”

She notes a report 
issued last year by the 
Ve r m o n t  B u s i n e s s 
Roundtable saying the 
state pension fund is 
badly underfunded and 
that efforts  made to 
shore it up haven’t gone 
far enough.

“They put out a terrific 
report and I don’t think 

Branagan: Take on pensions

Branagan

Crews busy all weekend

PROVIDED BY PATTY MCGRATH

A flare up of the birch root system on Deer Leap Trail in 
Killington.

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — A new 
master’s program at Castle-
ton University aims to help 
address the statewide nursing 
shortage.

Last week, CU announced 
the launch of a master of sci-
ence in nursing beginning in 
the spring 2021 semester.

The program will have two 
concentrations: clinical nurse 
leader concentration and 
nurse educator.

The clinical nurse leader 
track is designed to prepare 
students for leadership posi-
tions in clinical settings.

The nurse educator track 
prepares graduates to train 

CU offers 
master’s  
in nursing
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Somewhere in 

Rutland history is an 

article about you, a 

relative or a friend 

playing high school 

sports. Or an ad for 

a place that brings 

back good memories.

Or an event you were 

connected to. Use this 

archive to remember 

the past and learn 

about our history. 


