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“A major species 

extinction event, 

compromising 

planetary integrity 

and Earth’s capacity 

to meet human 

needs, is unfolding.”

The sixth Global Environment 
Outlook, a report released 

Wednesday at a U.N. confer-
ence in Nairobi, Kenya, warns 

of a dire future. — A6

Foot run over
A Fair Haven teenager is fac-

ing a felony charge after po-

lice say he ran over another 

person’s foot in the parking 

lot of a local convenience 

store.  A3

The Scene
Students involved in Mill 

River Union High School’s 

popular annual musical 

Bistro will this year focus on 

Broadway with a program of 

show tunes.  B5

Friday
SHORT F ILMS 

Hand-picked short films shown in 

the loft event space. This month’s 

theme: “Grit — Stories of Courage 

and Resolve.” Popcorn included. 

7-8 p.m. Sparkle Barn, 1509 Route 

7, Wallingford, info@thesparklebarn-

shop.com, 446-2044.

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — It looks as though 
a bill requiring safe storage for guns will 
not move forward in the Senate while a 
potential waiting period for gun purchases 
is still up in the air.

The Senate Judiciary Committee contin-
ued to hear testimony Wednesday on multi-
ple gun bills. But the bill that has seen the 
most attention is one that would require a 
48-hour waiting period on gun purchases. 
The bill would also require a gun to be 
stored safely when not in the immediate 
possession or control of its owner.

The committee held a public forum on 
the gun bills at Vermont Technical Col-
lege in Randolph on Tuesday night. Sen. 
Phil Baruth, D/P-Chittenden, one of the 
main sponsors of the bill and a member of 
the committee, said Wednesday multiple 

people told the committee there’s nothing 
wrong with keeping a loaded firearm at 
their bedside table.

“There’s a fairly common idea among 
gun owners that it should be OK to have 
a loaded weapon where a child could get 
it,” he said.

Baruth said based on the testimony 
he’s heard, the state isn’t ready for a safe 
storage law for gun ownership. Committee 
members have commented on how diffi-
cult such a provision would be to enforce. 
He said he would support the bill without 
that provision.

Baruth has heard testimony in support 
of a waiting period, specifically that it 
would create a “cooling off” time for peo-
ple buying guns to do harm to themselves 
or to others. Opponents to the measure 

Safe storage idea not likely
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Tim Perry, welding instructor at The MINT, teaches a group of students how to TIG weld Wednesday night. TIG is short for “tungsten inert gas.”

Youth offender bill raises queries
By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Nei-
t h e r  p r o s e c u t o r s  n o r 
defense  a t torneys  are 
thrilled with proposed 
changes to the state’s youth-
ful offender law.

Last year, the youthful 
of fender  law changed 
whereby anyone 21 years 
old or younger charged 
with a crime could be eli-
gible for youthful offender 
status.

That status allows the 
offender to be placed 
on probation and super-
vised and treated by the 

Department of Corrections 
and the Department for 
Children and Families. If 
the offender successfully 
completes probation, they 
can have the case sealed 
and their record expunged. 
If not, the case could be 
sent back to criminal court.

Before last year’s change, 
those who had a criminal 

case and sought youthful 
offender status had to plead 
guilty to the crime. The 
case would remain public 
until a judge determined 
whether it was appropriate 
for youthful offender status 
based on the charges and 
risk to public safety, if the 
person was amenable to 
treatment and if there were 

appropriate resources in 
place for the offender.

Now,  the  moment  a 
defense attorney or a pros-
ecutor files a motion seek-
ing youthful offender status 
for any defendant 21 or 
younger, the case becomes 
confidential until the judge 
makes that determination.

If the case is accepted 
into the juvenile docket, 
it remains confidential 
through its conclusion, 
and its outcome will not 
be made public. If not 
accepted into the juvenile 
docket, it returns to the 
criminal court and again 

becomes public record.
A bill has come out of the 

state Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee looking to address 
some of the issues the law 
currently has.

Marshall Pahl, the chief 
juvenile defender from the 
defender general’s office, 
said the bulk of the changes 
are technical corrections 
and clarifications. But he 
did take exception to one 
change: If the bill is passed 
into law as written, only 
prosecutors will be able 
to refer youthful offender 

MASK ON, MASK OFF

City banker gets 
Pence shout-out

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

One of Rutland’s own 
was recognized by Vice 
President Mike Pence in a 
speech he gave Tuesday in 
Washington, D.C.

Pence’s speech was at 
the Credit Union National 
Association’s (CUNA) Gov-
ernmental Affairs Confer-
ence, an annual gathering 
of those in the credit union 
industry. He complimented 
several people on their 
work, among them, Sara 
DeLance, senior vice pres-
ident of retail at Heritage 
Family Credit Union in 
Rutland.

“The truth is, people 
that know members of this 

great association, you make 
it possible for American 
families to buy that next car, 
to send a child to college, 
to buy that dream home. 
You make it possible for 
countless entrepreneurs to 
start a small business and 
help drive our economy,” 
Pence said in his speech, 
which was aired by C-Span 
(https://cs.pn/2F8KUnx). 
“The men and women 
who run America’s credit 
unions, each one of you and 
all those you represent, you 
really do incredible work 
every day. There’s really 
too many stories to tell 
today, but let me mention 
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Lorie Lyons, front, leads the dancing line down the aisle in St. Bridget Catholic Church 
on Wednesday night during a rehearsal for the 10th annual West Rutland Variety Show. 
The show will be performed at West Rutland Town Hall at 3 p.m. Sunday.

DANCING AMID THE PEWS

By PETER HIRSCHFELD

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

RANDOLPH — About 
200 gun rights advocates 
t rave led  to  Randolph 
Tuesday evening to weigh 
in on proposed gun leg-
islation that they say vio-
lates their right to bear 
arms.

The death of a 23-year-
o ld  Essex  man by  su i -
cide last year has many 
lawmakers pushing for a 
48-hour waiting period for 
gun purchases. Andrew 
Black took his own life 
hours after purchasing 

a firearm, and his par-
ents — and many public 
health officials — say a 
waiting period will help 
protect Vermonters from 
acting impulsively on sui-
cidal thoughts.

For Monkton resident 
Scott Chapman, the ques-
tion before lawmakers this 
year boils down to this:

“What we have before 
us is a pure civil rights dis-
cussion of whether or not 
our right on the Second 
Amendment, and Article 

Gun bill foes sound off

“A discretion that can’t be reviewed is a 

discretion that can’t be tested.” 

Marshall Pahl, the chief juvenile defender from the defender 
general’s office 
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