
Social media
With Twitter’s total ban of 

political advertising on its 

website, pressure mounts for 

Facebook to follow suit.  A7

Premiums stabilize
But more Americans go 

without health insurance and 

stable premiums plus greater 

choice next year under the 

Obama health law aren’t 

likely to reverse that.  A10

Peace talk
The Syrian government and 

its opposition take seats for 

their first face-to-face peace 

talk with no guarantee of 

accord in sight.  B4

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  SPOTLIGHT

  HOT SPOT

 www.rutlandherald.com ◆ Friday, november 1, 2019 ◆ volume 159 • number 176 $1.00

Weather A2

Editorial A4

Obituaries A6

Business A7

Advice  A8

Comics A8

Crossword A8

Horoscope  A8

Calendar A9

Sports B1

Marketplace B5

Television B6

  INDEX

  WEATHER

  ONLINE

 � OCT. 1, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 0-0-6 and 4-2-3-5
Evening: 5-0-0 and 9-4-3-8
New York State
1-4-5 LS10 and 0-5-0-0 LS5

 � OCT. 1, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball: 19-22-52-56-67  
PB: 21

 � SUBSCRIBE
www.RutlandHerald.com
800-498-4296

 �NEWS TIPS
news@rutlandherald.com
802-774-3026

Insta

High 52

Low 28

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Saturday
SEED SALES

Audubon annual event at two loca-

tions: Garland’s Farm and Garden, 

70 Park St., Rutland, from 8 a.m. to 

1 p.m. and Brandon Blue Seal Feeds, 

Route 7, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Impeachment rules OK’d

Town wins half its FEMA appeals

Fed money funds fire gear

Flood maps to 
get an update

By ALAN FRAM

and MATTHEW DALY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
pushed a package of ground rules 
for their impeachment inquiry of 
President Donald Trump through 
a sharply divided House on Thurs-
day, the chamber’s first formal vote 
in a fight that could stretch into the 
2020 election year.

The tally was 232-196, with all 
Republicans who voted opposing 
the resolution. Just two Democratic 
defectors joined them: freshman 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew of New Jersey 
and 15-term veteran Rep. Collin 
Peterson of Minnesota, one of his 
party’s most conservative mem-
bers. Both represent GOP-leaning 
districts.

Though the vote was technically 

over the rules that will govern the 
process, each side used it to accuse 
the other of having already decided 
whether Congress should wrench 
Trump from office.

It also underscored how — for 
now — lawmakers on each side are 
comfortable with their approaches 
to next year’s presidential and 
congressional elections. Democrats 
have been buoyed by polls showing 

growing public sentiment toward 
investigating and even removing 
Trump from office, while the same 
surveys have shown GOP voters 
standing fast by him.

Thursday’s measure defined 
the procedures lawmakers will 
follow as they transition from 
weeks of closed-door interviews 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — The town 
won’t have to pay back $196,534 
to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, but it’s not com-
pletely off the hook and will have to 
reimburse the federal government 
for $137,403.

Select Board Chairman Steve 

Finneron said in a Wednesday 
interview that during Tropical 
Storm Irene in 2011 two large 
culverts, one on Stage Road, the 
other on Ravine Road, washed 
out. The town replaced them with 
concrete bridge structures and was 
reimbursed by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, only to 
later learn that the federal agency 

thought the town went beyond the 
scope of the agreed-upon work 
and wanted the money back. This 
was prior to Finneron joining the 
board. He said the town appealed 
the decision, and that process has 
been going on for several years, 
coming to an end in late Octo-
ber with the final decisions being 
issued.

Finneron said the town has been 
budgeting for the possibility it 
would have to pay back the roughly 
$333,000 for several years.

He said the town briefly thought 
both final appeals had been denied, 
but learned Thursday that wasn’t 
the case. Finneron said the news 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

From air packs in Poult-
ney to air bags in Rutland, 
federal money is buying 
new equipment for Ver-
mont fire departments.

Vermont’s congressional 
delegation announced 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency grants to 
Vermont’s fire departments 

totaling more than $2 mil-
lion this week, though some 
of the grants had already 
been announced individu-
ally in September.

Poultney got the largest 
grant in Rutland County, 
with $136,333 for new air 
packs

Poul tney  F i re  Chie f 
Aaron Kerber said the 
recommended lifespan for 

air packs is not a specific 
number of years, but the 
number of times National 
Fire Protection Associa-
tion guidelines have been 
updated since the air packs 
were manufactured. He said 
the NFPA recommends not 
using air packs more than 
two updates out of date, and 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The federal government 
plans to make changes to 
floodplain maps in the 
Otter Creek watershed, 
which could impact prop-
erty owners living in or near 
commonly flooded areas.

“It’s not an annual thing 
— it’s a big deal,” said Ed 
Bove, executive director of 
the Rutland Regional Plan-
ning Commission, which 
assists  Rutland County 
municipalities with plan-
ning and similar efforts.

Bove said towns with 
f loodplain regulations 
should be aware this is 
going on and be involved in 
the process, as these maps 
identify the areas where 
said regulations apply. Also, 
they affect properties with 
flood insurance.

The remapping is being 
done with new technology 
that’s more accurate than 
past methods and will digi-
tize the data collected, mak-
ing it far easier to update in 
the future, Bove said. The 
effort is being undertaken 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and 
the U.S. Geological Survey.

Bove said these agencies 
are seeking feedback and 

information from towns 
in the Otter Creek water-
shed. They’ve been asked 
to contact Scott Olson, a 
hydrologist with the USGS, 
in Pembroke, New Hamp-
shire, before Nov. 27. The 
agencies want to know what 
people living in these com-
munities know about how 
floodwaters behave versus 
how the current maps 
describe they do.

He said it’s always been 
possible to update flood-
plain maps as conditions 
change, but the way that’s 
done now is a time consum-
ing, costly process.

The new maps, he said, 
might take some people off 
a floodplain and put some 
others into one, which 
comes with financial impli-
cations. People who live in 
or near a floodplain should 
monitor what happens.

Bove said the regional 
p lann ing  commis s ion 
doesn’t make laws or regu-
lations, nor does it require 
towns to do anything. The 
organization’s role here, 
he said, is to help towns 
get the needed informa-
tion to FEMA and USGS. 
The group will assist in 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A late October sky graces the scene from the White Rocks Vista on the Ice Beds Trail in the Green Mountain National Forest in Wallingford on 
Wednesday morning.

GARETH HENDERSON / STAFF PHOTO

Jason Swett, left, and Sarah Elliott, of the Rutland-based company Professional 
Decorators of Vermont, adorn the city trees with lights for the holiday season along 
Strongs Avenue in Rutland last Friday. Matt Candon (not pictured) also helped with the 
job. The company has been putting up the festive lights for the city for over 15 years.

WHITE ROCKS VISTA

DECORATING THE CITY

232-196 VOTE IS DOWN PARTY LINES

KILLINGTON

See FEMA, page  A5

FEMA GRANTS WORTH $2M

See Maps, page  A5 See Gear, page  A5

See Impeach, page  A5


