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Vt. hits new COVID record

Citation issued to quarry owner

Rutland sees 

fourth in 

series of fires

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

State and local officials renewed 
their call for vaccinations on Thurs-
day as Vermont hit a record 487 
new cases of COVID-19.

“Unvaccinated adults are directly 
contributing to the strain on our 
hospital capacity,” Gov. Phil Scott 
said in a statement issued Thursday. 
“Enough is enough, it’s time to step 
up and get vaccinated — something 
over 90% of your fellow Vermont 
adults have done.”

Six people were added to the 
state’s death toll, bringing it to 380. 
Fifty-five people were hospitalized for 
COVID as of Thursday, according to 
the state website — 19 of them in 
intensive care.

The governor urged not just 
vaccinations — especially among 
the 5- to 11-year-old age group that 
only recently became eligible — but 
also compensatory measures for 
those who continue to refuse to get 
vaccinated.

“For those choosing not to receive 

the vaccine, you have an added 
responsibility to wear a mask indoors, 
keep 6 feet apart and get tested reg-
ularly, but certainly before gathering 
or avoid gatherings altogether,” he 
said in the statement. “Choosing 
not to take these steps is leading to 
unnecessary illness, hospitalizations 
and death in our communities.”

Amid those calls, state officials said 
they had identified and corrected 
a glitch in the vaccine registration 
system that “prevented parents 
from adding a new dependent who 

identifies as BIPOC.”
Any parents or caregivers who 

were affected by the inability to 
schedule their child yesterday, 
or were helped by the call center 
to schedule a later appointment 
because of this issue, are encouraged 
to call the Vaccine Registration Call 
Center at 855-722-7878, according 
to the statement from the Vermont 
Department of Health.

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i n a n c i a l 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — While a 
federal agency has served 
a citation to the owner of 
a slate quarry over an inci-
dent in July that saw large 
boulders falling into a res-
idential neighborhood, it’s 
not clear what the outcome 
will be going forward.

The citation is against 
Dave Camara, listed owner 

of the Blissville Quarry and 
Mill, operated by Vermont 
Unfading Green Slate 
Company. It was issued 
on July 21, 2021, by the 
U.S. Department of Labor 
Mine Safety and Health 
Administration.

According to the brief 
narrative accompanying 
the citation, on July 16 at 
approximately noon, a blast 
went off along the east face 

of the quarry, facing west, 
“... which sent fly-rock up 
and over a waste pile and 
into the neighborhood and 
houses beyond. The drill 
holes at the site had tapped 
into ‘old workings/tunnels’ 
created by previous mining 
done decades before, and 
was not taken into account 
as a loose area/void that 
would appear in the blast. 
The property line for the 

mine and closest home was 
less than 100 yards from the 
blasting site, and the prop-
erty was littered with stone 
that had been thrown from 
the blast.”

According to the narra-
tive, the mine operators 
failed to take appropriate 
measures to control the 
blasting area, given what 
was known about the site 
and its proximity to homes.

“In the event a miner, or 
a nearby resident, were to 
be struck by fly-rock from a 
blast, a fatal injury would be 
expected,” it reads.

The document was given 
to Castleton Police Chief 
Peter Mantello, who shared 
it with the Herald.

Calls and emails to the 
Mine Safety and Health 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland had its fourth structure fire 
in eight days on Wednesday night, injur-
ing and destroying the home of a city 
employee.

Mayor David Allaire said Thursday 
that David Sears, projects manager at the 
Department of Public Works, had been 
released from the hospital and was recov-
ering following the blaze that did exten-
sive damage to Sears’ house on Jackson 
Avenue.

“Dave is doing OK,” Allaire said. “Unfor-
tunately, it looks like he lost most of his 
belongings. He’s going to need some sup-
port and we’re going to give him as much 
as we can.”

Fire Chief William Lovett said the fire 
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A winged wedge or Bucker plow sits at the front of the line at the rail yard in Rutland City. The winged wedge design, dating back to the 
mid-1800s, was originally used to clear snow from tracks out West. It’s still used today.
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In North Clarendon, dawn is just breaking over the mountains.
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Carbon copy
After last year’s COVID-in-

duced silver lining of lowered 

air pollution, CO2 levels are 

bumping back up.  A8

Making history
The Proctor girls soccer 

team and MSJ boys soccer 

team have had different his-

tories leading up to Saturday, 

but both want a state title.  B1
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