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DEAR ABBY: My brother-in-law passed 
away six months ago, and my mother-in-law, 
“Grace,” is understandably grief-stricken. My 
husband and son have been very supportive 
of her. My father-in-law passed away nine 
years ago. I have tried to be supportive as 
well, but Grace and I have always had a con-
tentious relationship, and she really wants 
nothing to do with me.

The problem is, my husband and son 
have all but disowned me. They spend an 
enormous amount of time comforting and 
consoling her to the point that there’s no 
affection or time left for me. I have tried 
talking to them about it, but they tell me 
I’m being selfish.

I realize my mother-in-law has had an 
enormous loss, but she refuses to interact 
with anyone else! Other family members 
have tried to console her, but she only wants 
my husband and son. I thought it would be 
for a short while, but this seems to be perma-
nent. They have shut me out of their lives.

I have begun going out with my own 
friends and living my life on my own, but I 
miss my family. My parents and brother died 
some time ago, so they are all the family I 
have. Am I selfish, and should I let this con-
tinue? How do I just live my life alone now?

LONELY IN THE EAST
DEAR LONELY: While I sympathize 

with your mother-in-law, it appears there is 
more going on here than the fact that she’s 
grieving. That Grace has shut out her other 

relatives and has allowed herself to become 
dependent upon your husband and son to 
the extent that it is harming your marriage 
isn’t healthy for any of you. If this continues, 
counseling may be in order for ALL of you 
— grief counseling and support for “Mama” 
and marriage and family counseling to save 
your relationship with your husband and son. 
Please don’t take what I am advising lightly.

DEAR ABBY: Recently, my elderly father 
and his girlfriend threw a wedding for them-
selves. Invitations were sent with requests 
that included: dinner was to be a potluck, 
guests were asked to provide singing and 
music for the entertainment, and a note was 
enclosed that read, “In lieu of gifts, a mon-
etary donation for our honeymoon fund 
would really make our day.”

Now, weeks later, I have found out it was a 
huge charade. There was no wedding. What 
do I say to them? More than 50 friends and 
family attended this joke ceremony. Bear 
in mind, the bride and groom have been 
married multiple times before, and I now 
question the validity of those marriages.

DUPED IN THE MIDWEST
DEAR DUPED: If guests traveled a long 

distance to attend the “wedding” as well 
as contributed money toward the “honey-
moon,” I can see why they would be upset 
about the fraud. I can also see why in the 
future the happy couple will have lost 
credibility and will have trouble attracting 
a crowd to their next performance.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19): You 
might be full of creative, genius-like ideas 
today! Write them down to see if anyone 
else agrees. If you have children, be extra 
vigilant so they will avoid accidents.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20): Family 
discussions are explosive today. Everyone 
wants to put in his or her own two cents. 
Plans for repairs might take a new turn.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): This is a 
fast-paced, busy day! You’re full of ideas; 
however, you might keep changing your 
mind. Or perhaps someone else will. Pay 
attention to everything you say and do.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22): Some-
thing related to money and possessions is 
unstable today, which means you have to 
keep an eye on your assets. This could be 
good news; it could be bad. Be vigilant. 

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22): You feel stim-
ulated today! You’re fascinated by any-
thing new that you encounter. However, 
your plans for today might go south in a 
New York minute.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22): You 
can’t rely on anything to unfold as you 
hope today. It’s as if something behind 
the scenes is creating speed bumps and 
changes no matter what you do. There-
fore, do as little as possible.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22): You will be 
excited talking to friends today, especially 
people who are a bit different or unusual. 
They might make you feel younger and 
more “with it.” Maybe you are.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21): If 
bosses, parents and VIPs say anything 
important today, double-check to make 

sure you understand what they want. If 
you don’t agree, don’t be rebellious. Be 
cool. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21): 
Travel plans might suddenly change 
today or be canceled or rescheduled. Or, 
perhaps, you will suddenly have to travel 
when you didn’t think you would be doing 
this at all.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19): 
Discussions about how to divide or share 
something will go off the rails today. 
Something unexpected will distract you 
or create obstacles. Don’t overreact. Sort 
this out slowly and logically.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18): Some-
one you know well will probably surprise 
you today. Maybe this person just wants 
to test the boundaries. Whatever the case, 
this influence is gone in 48 hours. Relax.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20): Equip-
ment breakdowns and confused com-
munications might create problems on 
the job today. Assume nothing and dou-
ble-check everything.

If today is your birthday: 
You have a great imagination! You are 

also empathetic and interested in the 
future. This year you are wrapping up 
many things you began nine years ago. It’s 
time to leave behind heavy burdens and 
move on to something new and lighter! 
Start to identify what is no longer relevant 
in your life. You are lightening your load 
to get ready for new beginnings. 

Birthdate of: Steve Carell, actor; James 
Cameron, director; Angela Bassett, 
actress.
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