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“The Justice 

Department upholds 

the rule of law — 

and we owe it to the 

victims and their 

families to carry 

forward the sentence 

imposed by our 

justice system.”

U.S. Attorney General William 
Barr commenting on the end of 
a two-decade moratorium on 

execution of federal death-row 
inmates even as the nation 

sees a broad shift away from 
capital punishment. — B4

PR celebrates
Activists in the streets of 

Old San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

rejoiced and launched 

fireworks to celebrate the 

announcement that embat-

tled Gov. Ricardo Rosselló 

will resign Aug. 2.  A6

Missile test
North Korea launched two 

ballistic missiles into the sea 

Thursday in what is described 

as a test of a new type of 

short-range rocket.  A6

Today
VIOLINS & VOICES

Villalobos Brothers, redefining 

contemporary Mexican music. $25, 

7 p.m. Feast and Field, 1544 Royalton 

Turnpike, Barnard, barnarts.org.

Advocacy group sues state

City’s RJC welcomes new rabbi

AG hosts ‘Hate-Free Vt.’ forum

Federal grant 
enables ‘unique 
crime’ focus

By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

An advocacy group for Vermont-
ers with disabilities filed a lawsuit 
in June about conditions at the 
Woodside Juvenile Rehabilitation 
Center in Colchester, the state’s 
only juvenile detention facility.

Lawyers for Disability Rights Ver-
mont argued in federal court in 
Rutland on Monday that the judge 

should order a number of changes 
while the lawsuit is still underway 
because children at Woodside “are 
suffering immediate and irrepara-
ble harm.”

The changes requested included 
that staff at Woodside stop using 
current use of force techniques, 
reduce the number of residents 
placed in isolation and change staff-
ing patterns so that staff members 

work no more than eight-hour 
shifts.

However, the state said that 
DRVT is requesting unreasonable 
action without sufficient evidence. 
The state argued in court filings 
that the proposed changes “would 
seriously impair staff’s ability to 
maintain safety and security for 
other residents and themselves.”

Judge Geoffrey Crawford ruled 

that he would take the arguments 
under advisement, but did not 
order any changes be made.

The motion was filed as part of 
a lawsuit Disability Rights Vermont 
is bringing against the Department 
for Children and Families, which 
oversees Woodside. It houses juve-
niles ages 10 to 17 who are in DCF 

By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

In Ellie Shemtov’s previous life, 
before she was ordained, she was the 
head of film cataloging at the Library 
of Congress in Washington, D.C. She 
was an active member of her syna-
gogue there, and she frequently led 
services and chanted Torah.

However, she said it wasn’t until 
her marriage fell apart that she 
started on the path that would end 
in her becoming a rabbi and moving 
to work at the Rutland Jewish Center.

“My mother was a very angry person, 
and my whole childhood I was screamed 
at a lot,” Shemtov said. “I went from that 
into marriage with an alcoholic ... and I 
didn’t really have a clue who I was.”

After leaving her previous career 
behind, her plan was to go to school 
to become a cantor, the song leader 
in a synagogue. With her music 
degree, Shemtov has always valued 
the musical aspects of Jewish prayer.

When she arrived at the Academy 
for Jewish Religion in Yonkers, New 
York, her classmates and teachers 

told her she should study to be a 
rabbi. It took three years and a lot of 
soul searching before Shemtov finally 
admitted they were right.

Between her cantorial and rabbin-
ical studies, Shemtov was in school 
for 10 years. She was ordained in May 
2014 and most recently worked at a 
congregation in Freehold, New Jer-
sey. She began at the Rutland Jewish 
Center on July 1 and feels the congre-
gation is a good fit for her.

“I saw many more opportunities here 
in every aspect of being a rabbi, and 

that’s already really come to fruition,” she 
said. “The way a service is conducted in 
this congregation is more in tune with 
the way I envision a service to be.”

Despite the appreciation for tradi-
tion, Shemtov has found the commu-
nity at the center open to new ideas, 
which she appreciates.

“They’re open to change, which is 
a little unusual,” she said. “I love the 
tradition, but I love new ways of doing 
things as well.”

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Through the winding hall-
ways of Rutland High School, 
one could see throngs of peo-
ple struggling to peer into a 
packed room where members 
of the NAACP, Vermont legis-
lators, attorney generals, social 
justice center leaders and law 
enforcement met with resi-
dents and local officials to talk 
about “Hate-Free Vermont,” 
the third forum of its kind 
hosted by Attorney General 
T.J. Donovan.

Representatives Thomas 

Burditt and Cheryl Mazza-
rello-Hooker joined Dono-
van, State’s Attorney Rose 
Kennedy, members of the 
Rutland City Public School 
Commission, members of 
the Board of Aldermen and 
Mayor David Allaire, who sat 
in a massive circle, which had 
to be expanded as more than 
70 people filled the small 
room. People shared stories 
of experiences with prejudice, 
bias and violence they were 
subjected to and heard infor-
mation about how police were 
consistently working to stop it.

Twenty minutes after the 
meeting began, residents 
continued to flow in and fill 
the room.

Residents in turn told their 
stories of discrimination 
while in the local hospital 
as a transgender patient, as 
a person with mental illness 
in an ordinary situation, as 
someone from another cul-
ture who spoke and acted a 
different way, each story told 
of hardships caused by people 
in Vermont against people in 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Efforts by the Rutland 
County State’s Attorney’s 
Office to stop domestic 
violence got an upgrade 
recently through a federal 
grant that supports a full-
time domestic violence 
prosecutor and investigator.

Deputy State’s Attorney 
Daron Raleigh and Detec-
tive Sean Maguire, of the 
Rutland City Police Depart-
ment, have taken on those 
respective roles.

Rose Kennedy, the Rut-
land County State’s Attor-
ney, said the dedicated 
roles are important because 
domestic violence is “such a 
unique crime.”

“I think for most people, 
if someone hits them, it’s 
easy to walk away or to call 
the police and react. When 
it’s a loved one that’s hitting 
you, I think that people 
experience shame. Maybe 
they think that they’ve done 
something that’s caused the 
behavior. I hear from vic-
tims all the time that they 
didn’t report it because they 
kept believing the abuser 
would change. Maybe they 
have a pretty nice life from 

the outside and they don’t 
want people to know what’s 
really going on because it’s 
embarrassing. There’s tons 
of emotions that exist with 
this crime that I don’t think 
exist with other crimes so I 
think trying to understand 
folks who have been victims 
of domestic violence is a 
full-time job,” she said.

The dedicated positions 
aren’t new. When Kennedy 
took office four years ago, 
she applied to the Depart-
ment of Justice program for 
funding through the Vio-
lence Against Women Act.

But  whi le  her off ice 
received grants, they were 
for a part-time prosecutor, 
positions filled by deputy 
attorneys Ian Sullivan fol-
lowed by Travis Weaver, and 
a part-time investigator.

When Kennedy reap-
plied, she was given grants 
to make the positions full-
time. She said on Thursday 
that she reached out to the 
county’s police departments 
for an available investigator 
before Rutland City volun-
teered Maguire, who now 
dedicates 20 hours a week 
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New rabbi Ellie Shemtov, of the Rutland Jewish Center, reads the Torah with a yad in her hand while wearing a tallit, or prayer shawl, on Wednesday 
afternoon in Rutland.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Cathy Archer leads a group of children at the Sherburne Memorial Library in Killington 
during a performance of the Navajo myth “How the Moon, the Sun, and the Stars Came to 
Be” on Wednesday afternoon, performed by the Rutland EPIC Summer Encore Presents.
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