
Case against trooper dropped

Turning Point sets walk for recovery

Driver identified in cadet’s death

Another active 
weekend is set 
for downtown 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

BARRE — The state has dis-
missed a stalking charge that a ser-
geant and patrol commander with 
the Vermont State Police had been 
facing, saying the victim in the case 
has refused to be deposed or testify 
at trial.

Raymond LeBlanc, 49, had been 
charged in Washington County 
criminal court in Barre to a mis-
demeanor count of stalking. He 

is currently on voluntary unpaid 
leave.

Detective Lt. Eric Albright, of 
the State Police, said in his affidavit 
he received a report in December 
from LeBlanc’s wife, who told 
police she was being stalked and 
harassed by LeBlanc.

Albright said the victim filled 
out a statement in which she said 
LeBlanc had been tracking her 
through some unknown means. 
She reported he has shown up 

at places she has been, such as a 
coffee shop in Massachusetts and 
a store in Colchester. She reported 
having to close her Facebook pro-
file because LeBlanc had hacked 
into her account in the past and 
sent people messages from her 
account.

Albright said the victim reported 
LeBlanc was contacting her hourly 
and calling her a deadbeat, lazy and 
calling her derogatory names.

The victim said in her statement 

LeBlanc has been following her 
and taking pictures of her without 
her knowing. She reported he 
would print the photos and then 
ask her who she was with.

Assistant Attorney General John 
Waszak filed a motion Monday ask-
ing for the charge to be dismissed. 
Waszak said in the motion the vic-
tim currently lives out of state. He 
said he had been in touch with her 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, the Turning Point 
Center will celebrate growth and 
participation with a walk in the 
right direction at their “Stomping 
out Stigma” event at Main Street 
Park, set to start at 1 p.m.

And for Administrative Assistant 
Tonya Wright, the event is personal: 
She, like other staff members and 
volunteers at Turning Point, is in 
recovery, and the idea to confront 
the stigma surrounding substance 
abuse disorder occurred to her 

years ago.
“I’ve been wanting to do some-

thing like this since I started work-
ing here,” Wright said. “We want to 
take the opportunity to bring the 
community together. We want to 
celebrate positive change.”

Since Turning Point’s inception, 
the center has grown to support 
550 people in recovery every 
month and now has five full-time 
members, outreach programs with 
Marble Valley Correctional Facil-
ity, adult drug court, the Home-
less Prevention Center, sanctuary 

houses, Serenity House, the Dismas 
house and the Vermont telephone 
recovery hotline, among other 
organizations.

Executive Director Tracie Hauck 
said soon they’ll launch a recov-
ery coach initiative in emergency 
rooms.

This weekend, Turning Point 
expects to see several hundred peo-
ple in Main Street Park to enjoy a 
stroll, free food, live music by local 
musician Ben Fuller, and special 
appearances from Miss Vermont 
and Mayor David Allaire at their no 

cost, family-friendly event celebrat-
ing those in recovery and destroy-
ing the stigma surrounding it.

“When I started here, I was 
required to do 20 hours of (volun-
teer) service a week,” Wright said. 
“I was supported in my recovery. I 
came here every day, and I eventu-
ally got hired.”

Turning Point, as an alternative 
recovery center, is staffed and vol-
unteered by peers on their recovery 
journey.

By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

NORTHFIELD — Nor-
wich University paid tribute 
to one of its own this week.

Keanan Thompson, 22, a 
senior cadet at the military 
college, died after a hit-and-
run crash Sunday on Inter-
state 91 near Weathersfield.

On Wednesday, police 
identified the driver of the 
other vehicle involved as 
Patricia Whitcomb, 65, of 

Charlestown, New Hamp-
shire, after she went to the 
Westminster Barracks on 
Monday and reported that 
she believed she may have 
been the motorist who had 
struck Thompson in the 
southbound roadway.

Further investigation by 
police confirmed Whit-
comb’s car, a gray 2004 
Honda Civic with New 
Hampshire registration, 
was the vehicle involved in 

the incident, police said in 
a printed statement.

The accident remains 
under investigation, and 
troopers are consulting with 
the Windsor County State’s 
Attorney’s Office regarding 
any possible charges that 
may arise from the incident.

Police said Thompson, of 
Stockbridge, was traveling 
south at about 12:50 a.m. 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

For the first time in its 
three-year history, timekeep-
ers will track participants in 
the Vermont Great 2.4.6.8K 
Run-Walk.

The event is set for Sat-
urday and is happening 
in tandem with two other 
events, one that will see 
Center Street transformed, 
temporarily, into a park, 
while the other involves a 
bicycle course teaching kids 
about safety.

Traci Moore, director of 
Rutland Health Founda-
tion, said Wednesday she’s 
coordinating the Vermont 
Great 2.4.6.8K. Funds raised 
will go to the palliative care 
program at the Foley Cancer 
Center, at Rutland Regional 
Medical Center. The goal is 
to raise $10,000.

Registration will begin at 
8:30 a.m. on Center Street 
with the race starting at 
10:30 a.m. There’ll be a 
gathering at 12:30 p.m. Peo-
ple can register in advance 
at the hospital’s website, 
www.rrmc.org/, by clicking 
on the tab for the Vermont 
Great 2.4.6.8K Run Walk.

Moore said having the 
runners and walkers timed 
is part of an effort to make 
the event fun for as many 
people as possible. While 
there’s no award for the win-
ners beyond bragging rights, 
many runners, Moore said, 
like to know their times.

She said between 250 and 
350 people have partici-
pated each year. The event 
is aimed at all ages, skills 
and fitness levels, hence 
the choice in distances. The 
routes overlap. All of them 
begin and end on Center 
Street.

Andy Paluch, executive 
director of Come Alive 
Outside, said his group will 
hold the The Green Street 
Challenge, covering part 
of Center Street with 6,000 
square feet of sod, turning it 
into a temporary park.

“There will be a lot of 
toys for kids to play with,” 
he said. Yoga and zumba 
instructors will also be there. 
Paluch said the goal is to 
show people the importance 
of being active and outside.

He said the Rutland 
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The distant mountains are covered in sunlight and shadow, as seen from Mission Farm Road in Killington on Wednesday morning.
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“You can’t get 

serious about climate 

change unless you 

are serious about 

vehicle emissions. 

This is such a pivotal 

moment in the 

history of the climate 

change debate.”

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
commenting on the Trump 

administration intention to strike 
down California’s authority to 
set auto mileage standards 
stricter than those issued by 
federal regulators. — A10

Lives saved
A worker who led at least a 

dozen people out of a build-

ing to safety just before a gas 

explosion is being praised as 

a hero.  A2

Think of others
John Halligan, who lost his 

13-year-old son to suicide 

in 2003, spoke to Rutland 

Middle School students 

about dangers of bullying 

and urged compassion.  A3

Today
SCOTT STAPP

The Space Between the Shadows 

Tour. 8 p.m. The Paramount Theatre, 

30 Center St., Rutland.
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Keanan Thompson and his fiancée Madison Eline are pictured after a hunt. 
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