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Family’s victory
A naturalized American citi-

zen had to leave his teenage 

daughter in Syria when he 

brought the rest of his family 

to the United States in 2012 

at the onset of the Syrian 

civil war. He promised her 

he would bring her home. 

Mohammed Hafar had to sue 

the U.S. government to keep 

his promise.  A2

Ranking leaders
The Redhawks, of Cham-

plain Valley Union High 

School in Hinesburg, 

according to Herald sports 

writer Tom Haley, does little 

else but win, and this year, 

they have the look of a team 

that isn’t going to let anything 

stop them in recovering their 

Division I crown.  B1

Today
DUANE CARLETON

Local legend Duane Carleton will 

be in the Clear at the Clear River 

Tavern, 2640 Route 100 N., Pittsfield, 

7:30 p.m.

Economy favors top earners

Director, panel members resign

Community Health has new CEO

States confront 
election-security 
needs for 2020

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Vermont’s 
economy is doing OK, unless 
you’re middle to low-income, in 
which case the Great Recession 
never quite ended.

This is according to an annual 
report released Thursday by the 
Montpelier-based Public Assets 
Institute, which looked at eco-
nomic data collected in 2018.

“An economist looking at Ver-
mont statistics can see that the state 
is benefiting from the U.S. eco-
nomic expansion, which became 
the longest on record last summer: 
There are more jobs, higher wages, 
fewer children in poverty,” reads 
the report. “At the same time, 
many Vermonters can look at their 
paychecks and wonder when the 
recession is going to end. The 
state’s economic growth continues 

to favor those who are well off, 
while low- and moderate-income 
families wait for things to pick up.”

The Public Assets Institute is a 
nonprofit think-tank that looks at Ver-
mont’s economic policies from the 
perspective of the everyday citizen, 
said Paul A. Cillo, the group’s pres-
ident, in an interview on Thursday. 
The Institute has existed since 2003 
and has released these “State of Work-
ing Vermont” reports since 2006.

The 2019 report can be found at 
bit.ly/Report1226

Cillo said the report is written 
with laypeople in mind, however 
it’s expected that legislators and 
policymakers will likely read it. It’s 
arranged in such a way that each 
item it examined is self-contained 
and can be readily shared with 
others.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

WALLINGFORD — The recre-
ation director resigned from her 
post last week, as did several mem-
bers of the Recreation Committee.

According to draft minutes of the 
Dec. 16 Select Board meeting, the 
board voted 4-1 to accept the resig-
nations of Recreation Director Jamie 
Consolatti, along with recreation 
committee members Michelle Kenny, 
Bastian Auer and Eileen Tessier.

Selectman John McClallen was the 
sole “no” vote.

Kenny was chairwoman of the 
committee.

Kenny said Thursday she didn’t 
wish to comment on the particulars 
of her resignation, but said she’d 
work to help the town in other ways.

Attempts to reach the other res-
ignees Thursday weren’t successful.

Selectwoman Rose Regula said 
in an interview Thursday that Con-
solatti’s resignation had to do with 

her not having time for the position 
along with her regular full-time 
employment. As for the others, she 
said it was expressed to the board 
that the recreation committee didn’t 
feel supported by the Select Board.

Regula said the board does sup-
port the Recreation Committee, but 
has to keep costs in mind. She said 
upgrades to the basketball courts 
had been a point of friction between 
the two entities.

Regula said all the resignations 

were sent to the board by letter 
except Tessier’s, who offered hers 
at the Dec. 16 meeting after a 
discussion.

The recreation director position 
was new this year, having been 
approved by voters in March. The 
job’s creation was backed by the Rec-
reation Committee, which wanted it 
to be a full-time position, however it 
was budgeted for part-time.

keith.whitcomb 

@rutlandherald.com

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The largest network of 
providers of primary care, 
pediatric medical care and 
dental services in Rutland 
County has a new leader, 
who jointed the organiza-
tion this month.

Donald Reuther became 
the new CEO of Community 
Health on Dec. 2, succeed-
ing the organization’s first 
and only other CEO, Grant 
Whitmer.

On Thursday, Reuther 
said Community Health 

is already a “very solid 
organization.”

“It has been moving in 
the right direction, but that 
being said, there’s always 
room for new ways to serve 
the patients. My focus will 
be on quality. Preventive 
medicine is the best way 
to keep health care costs 
(affordable) for all the 
patients. We will be working 
on our quality program and 
taking it from great to even 
greater,” he said.

Communi t y  Hea l th , 
which also serves southern 

Addison county, has medical 
provider offices in Rutland, 
Brandon, Castleton, West 
Pawlet and Shoreham. 
Reuther said he’s been to 
all of Community Health’s 
offices twice since Dec. 2.

“I’ve gotten to know the 
staff. My goal is that I know 
my staff on a first-name 
basis,” he said.

Reuther brings experi-
ence to Community Health, 
joining the health-care 
provider and federally 

By CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPRINGFIELD, Va. — 
Inside a hotel ballroom 
near the nation’s capital, 
a U.S. Army officer with 
battlefield experience told 
120 state and local election 
officials that they may have 
more in common with mil-
itary strategists than they 
might think.

T h e s e  g o v e r n m e n t 
officials are on the front 
line of a different kind of 
battlefield — one in which 
they are helping to defend 
American democracy by 
ensuring free and fair 
elections.

“Everyone in this room is 
part of a bigger effort, and 
it’s only together are we 
going to get through this,” 
the officer said.

That officer and other 
past and present national 
security leaders had a mes-
sage to convey to officials 
from 24 states gathered for 
a recent training held by a 
Harvard-affiliated democ-
racy project :  They are 
the linchpins in efforts to 
defend U.S. elections from 
an attack by Russia, China 
or other foreign threats, 
and developing a military 

mindset will help them pro-
tect the integrity of the vote.

The need for such train-
ing reflects how elections 
security worries have height-
ened in the aftermath of the 
2016 election, when Russian 
military agents targeted 
voting systems across the 
country as part of a multi-
pronged effort to influence 
the presidential election. 
Until then, the job of local 
election officials could had 
been described as akin to a 
wedding planner who keeps 
track of who will show up on 
Election Day to ensure that 
all equipment and supplies 
are in place.

Now, these officials are 
on the front line. The fed-
eral government will be on 
high alert, gathering intelli-
gence and scanning systems 
for suspicious cyber activity 
as they look to defend the 
nation’s elections. Mean-
while, it will be the state and 
county officials who will be 
on the ground charged with 
identifying and dealing with 
any hostile acts.

“It’s another level of 
war,” said Jesse Salinas, the 
chief elections official in 
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A pile of logs ready to be split into firewood shines in the late-afternoon sun recently along Route 3 in Proctor.
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Donald Reuther became the new CEO of Community Health on Dec. 2, succeeding the 
organization’s first and only other CEO, Grant Whitmer.
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PUBLIC ASSETS INSTITUTE REPORT:

WALLINGFORD RECREATION COMMITTEE
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