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In the news
Online sources reported 
Friday night that U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 
announcement that he 
was running for president 
again was “imminent.”  
                                    A4

Fun all year
Vermont resorts are 
increasing their offerings 
to attract business year-
round.  B3

Waste not
An in-depth look at 
the cost of recycling in 
Vermont and how global 
trends play a role.  C1

Reopening day
The Hood Museum of 
Art at Dartmouth College 
reopens after a 30-month 
$50 million expansion and 
renovation.  D1
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By BRUCE EDWARDS

CORRESPONDENT

Faced with declining enrollments 
and rising costs, it’s a tough time 
for the country’s small indepen-
dent colleges, with the financial 
squeeze on schools more acute in 
New England and Vermont.

The latest casualty is Green 
Mountain College. The Poultney 
liberal arts college announced this 
week it would close its doors at the 
end of the spring semester.

But GMC is not alone.
Goddard College in Plainfield 

and College of St. Joseph in Rut-
land are in jeopardy of closing. 
Both schools have been placed on 
accreditation probation by the New 
England Commission 
of Higher Education.

Time  i s  running 
out for College of St. 
Joseph. The four-year 
college has until April 
1 to present new evidence to show 
it is on sound financial ground to 
meet the required accreditation 
standards.

If the school fails to shore up its 

finances by then, the school will 
lose its accreditation at the end of 
August.

CSJ President Jennifer Scott said 
the accreditation 
issue is solely finan-
cial and not about 
academic quality.

“S ince June we 
have built a plan that 

will stabilize the institution and we 
are working that plan diligently 
every day and haven’t deviated 
from the plan,” said Scott, who 
took over as president in June. “In 

fact, we are sticking with our plan 
regardless of this new information 
from our creditors. We are still 
working our plan because we are 
making real and significant prog-
ress with our plan.”

Scott said the college has accel-
erated its efforts in pursuing a part-
nership with another institution or 
join a consortium as a way to share 
resources and save money.

Scott expressed confidence when 
asked whether the college will be 

Hard times for small colleges 
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Large ice chunks are frozen to the banks of Roaring Brook in Wallingford, seen here Friday morning. For more details about local flooding impact, 
see story on Page A2.

Gov’t opens: No wall money
By JILL COLVIN

and ZEKE MILLER

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Submitting 
to mounting pressure amid grow-
ing disruption, President Donald 
Trump agreed to a deal Friday to 
reopen the government for three 
weeks, backing down from his 

demand that Congress give him 
money for his border wall before 
federal agencies get back to work.

Standing alone in the Rose 
Garden, Trump said he would 
sign legislation funding shuttered 
agencies until Feb. 15 and try again 
to persuade lawmakers to finance 
his long-sought wall. The deal he 

reached with congressional leaders 
contains no new money for the wall 
but ends the longest shutdown in 
U.S. history.

First the Senate, then the House 
swiftly and unanimously approved 
the deal, sending the legislation to 
Trump for his signature.

Trump’s retreat came in the 

35th day of the partial shutdown as 
intensifying delays at the nation’s 
airports and another missed payday 
for hundreds of thousands of fed-
eral workers brought new urgency 
to efforts to resolve the standoff.

The shutdown was ending as 
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Area church 
defends hiring 
convict pastor

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — In light 
of media attention, a local 
church is standing by its 
decision to hire its current 
pastor, who has a crimi-
nal record, without first 
conducting a background 
check.

J o h n  L o n g a k e r,  6 3 , 
became the pastor of the 
Fellowship Bible Church in 
2010.

According to a 1998 
article published in The 
Morning Call, a daily news-
paper based in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, in January of 
that year Longaker pleaded 
guilty in Bucks County 
(Pennsylvania) Court to 
corruption of a minor and 
endangering the welfare of 
a child. He was sentenced 
to serve 11½ to 23 months 
in county prison.

According to the Allen-
town paper, Longaker had 
been working as a teacher 
at Faith Baptist Christian 
School in Sellersville, Penn-
sylvania. He was accused of 
having a sexual relationship 
with a 14-year-old student 
there. When he was first 
charged, he faced the two 

misdemeanors he ultimately 
pleaded guilty to, plus 
two felony sex charges — 
involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse and aggravated 
indecent assault. The paper 
reported that because the 
alleged sexually activity did 
not occur until after the 
student turned 16, which at 
the time was age of consent 
in Pennsylvania, the two 
felonies were dropped.

I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  o n 
Wednesday at the church, 
Longaker denied ever 
having had sex with the 
girl, saying that in hind-
sight he should not have 
pleaded guilty to the two 
misdemeanors. He spent 
11½ months in prison and 
the rest of the sentence on 
probation. He was never 
required to register as a sex 
offender.

Kelly Haines, the then-
14-year-old in question, 
has been vocal about what 
happened between her 
and Longaker and says his 
refusal to take responsibility 
for his actions is a problem.

On Jan. 17, the Burling-
ton Free Press posted to its 

Lawmakers weigh gun bills
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

George Till says a fire-
arms bill he introduced this 
session is more like a health 
bill.

Till, a Democratic state 
representative from Jericho, 
is the lead sponsor of one 
of several proposed gun 
laws before the General 
Assembly following last 
year’s landmark gun control 
legislation.

Some bills seek further 

restrictions while others 
seek to ease them.

Till is in the latter cate-
gory, legalizing the use of 
suppressors by hunters.

“There are only eight 
states that prohibit it,” he 
said. “When you’re hunting, 
you don’t wear ear protec-
tion, so it’s more critical 
there than anywhere.”

Suppressors make guns 
quieter, Till said, though 
not nearly to the degree 
frequently portrayed in 

movies.
“ I t ’s  about  25  to  30 

decibels,” he said of the 
reduction — gunshots have 
volumes of 140 decibels or 
more. “It’s significant, but 
it’s not huge.”

Till said longtime hunt-
ers frequently suffer severe 
hearing loss and that use of 
suppressors could help pre-
vent. He said an alternate 
version of the bill was being 

� More details about the 
impact of GMC’s closure 
on College of St. Joseph, 
see story on Page A3.

See Colleges, page  A5
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Rob Heir cleans up ice in front of the Wallingford Meat Locker on Friday morn-
ing. Heir, who smokes and processes meat there, said ice from Roaring Brook, 
which runs behind the business on Florence Avenue, jammed on a railroad bridge 
Thursday afternoon.
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