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Midday: 4-7-4 and 4-9-0-7
Evening: 5-6-8 and 8-6-4-1
New York State
2-9-9 LS20 and 8-6-4-0 LS18
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Street Talk
What’s the perfect holiday 

gift for that special some-

one on your list that you 

don’t really care for all that 

much — an ex or a busi-

ness rival, or that neigh-

bor who keeps dumping 

trash in your yard?  
                                  A5

National honor
Vermont Realtor Ken 

Libby receives a distin-

guished national award in 

the industry.  B4

Plastic problem
Plastic is much more than 

a litter problem. It exposes 

us to harmful chemicals 

and contributes to the 

climate crisis.  C7

Mime adventures
Rob Mermin, founder of 

Vermont’s Circus Smirkus, 

remembers his teacher 

and mentor in “Adven-

tures in Mime & Space: 

The Legacy of Marcel 

Marceau” on Nov. 23 in 

Waterbury Center.  D1
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Trump live-tweets hearing

Segment 6 project winds down

Young hunter sees success

Drug dealer 
will avoid 
federal prison

By LISA MASCARO 

and MARY CLARE JALONICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — In chill-
ing detail, ousted U.S. Ukraine 
Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch 
described to Trump impeach-
ment investigators Friday 
how she felt threatened upon 
learning that President Donald 
Trump had promised Ukraine’s 
leader she was “going to go 
through some things.”

Unwill ing to stay s i lent 
during Yovanovitch’s testimony, 

Trump focused even greater 
national attention on the 
House hearing by becoming a 
participant. He tweeted fresh 
criticism of her, saying that 
things “turned bad” everywhere 
she served before he fired her 
— a comment that quickly was 
displayed on a video screen in 
the hearing room.

Rather than distract from the 
career diplomat’s testimony, 
Trump’s interference could 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

BRANDON — The Segment 
Six project, a complete downtown 
overhaul from Route 7 itself to 
the pipes underground, is largely 
complete.

Bernie Carr, spokesman for 
the Segment Six project, said in 
a Friday interview that Casella 

Construction only has a few odds 
and ends to address before the 
work is “buttoned up” for the win-
ter. Come spring, the more weath-
er-dependent odds and ends will be 
addressed. This includes landscap-
ing, crosswalk markings and other 
small projects.

Carr said the project straight-
ened out Route 7 through town, 

widened the sidewalks and opened 
the area to make it more attractive 
and inviting. Right now Casella 
is using a central parking lot as a 
staging area, but once the com-
pany clears out that spot will be for 
municipal parking.

He said the project is estimated 
to cost about $28 million by the 
time it’s all complete. The federal 

government is paying for 90%, the 
state 15% and the town 5%. Voters 
approved a bond several years ago 
covering the town’s share of the 
project.

Construction began on the 
project in 2017. A celebration 
was held Nov. 9 at Town Hall, said 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CLARENDON — After 
passing his hunter safety 
cour se  in  September, 
Mason Goad, 11, was ready 
for his first deer hunt at the 
start of the 2019 youth deer 
weekend.

With the help of his 
uncle, he shot his first buck 
Nov. 9. It had six antler 
points and weighed 130 
pounds after being field 

dressed.
“We woke up in the morn-

ing around 4:27, I believe,” 
Mason said Friday. “Then 
we had breakfast, then we 
got in a car and drove down 
somebody’s driveway. We 
walked down to the hunting 
spot. We got in the ground 
blind. We were in there 
for a while. We didn’t hear 
anything, but somebody 
drove their car off while we 
were hunting. We got pretty 

cold so we went down to 
McDonald’s for food and 
hot cocoa, then we went to 
another spot.”

His uncle, Blaine Goad 
Jr., took him to hunt in Cas-
tleton, Mason said.

“First we went around 
the place and didn’t see 
anything. Then we went back 
to the car, and we went to a 
spot where we could wait. 

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A 
former Rutland County 
waitress, who gave birth to 
twin daughters almost a 
year ago, will avoid going 
to federal prison for heroin 
dealing because a judge 
believes she is well on the 
road to turning around her 
addiction.

The federal sentencing 
guidelines had suggested 
Aja Consoli, 34, formerly of 
Killington, receive a prison 
term of at least 9 years for 
conspiring to distribute 
heroin between June 2015 
and October 2016.

But U.S. District Court 
Judge Christina Reiss said 
Friday she believed the sin-
gle mom faced extenuating 
circumstances and that a 
sentence of “time served” 
was proper in this case.

The judge noted Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Joseph 
Perella and defense lawyer 
Robert Katims also sup-
ported the plan to allow 
Consoli to continue to care 
for her twin daughters born 
last December.

Reiss said Consoli will be 

heavily supervised by the 
U.S. Probation Office for 
three years and she will be 
required to undergo treat-
ment as directed, includ-
ing attending Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings. She 
said the supervision will be 
vigilant to ensure she stays 
straight.

Consoli is currently stay-
ing with her mother in Pea-
body, Massachusetts, Katims 
said.

“My life has changed 
significantly,” Consoli told 
the court. She said she has 
made connections at NA 
meetings.

“I don’t want to use again. 
I acknowledge everything I 
did. It is not a life I want to 
go back to,” Consoli said.

Both Katims and Perella 
told the court they were 
impressed Consoli had 
finally understood how to 
make her life right. Katims 
said his client was even 
attending the Vermont 
Narcotics Anonymous Con-
vention this weekend while 
in Vermont.

“Her life is her children 

BOY’S FIRST BUCK

PROVIDED PHOTO

Mason Goad, 11, of Clarendon, bagged his first buck last weekend during the annual youth 
hunt. He shot the six-point, 130-pound deer in Castleton with the help of his uncle, Blaine 
Goad Jr. Mason said Friday he hopes to get another buck during the regular rifle season, 
which begins today.

ROUTE 7 THROUGH BRANDON

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

The traffic lights have been turned on and most major work is complete for winter on Route 7’s Segment 6 Project. Pictured here is the corner of routes 
7 and 73 in the center of Brandon.

Ousted ambassador describes feeling threatened

Former U.S. Ambassador 
to Ukraine Marie Yovano-
vitch is sworn in to testify 
to the House Intelligence 
Committee on Capitol Hill 
in Washington on Friday, 
during the second public 
impeachment hearing of 
President Donald Trump’s 
efforts to tie U.S. aid for 
Ukraine to investigations 
of his political opponents. 
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