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“I thought, what if 

the text could be 

used as a way to 

express ourselves as 

a community where 

we are?”

Director Meg Bouchard, 
discussing her approach to 

Thornton Wilder’s 1938 drama 
“Our Town,” opening Friday at 
the Old Tinmouth Firehouse. 

— A7

Kinder closure
Fair Haven’s popular Kinder 

Way Café is set to serve one 

more cup of coffee for the 

road.  A2

Expanding RRMC
Rutland Regional Medical 

Center is set to break ground 

Monday on a new 2-story 

building dubbed the Thomas 

W. Huebner Medical Office 

Building.  A3

April 5 & 6
WIZARD OF OZ

Based on the original children’s 

story by L. Frank Baum and the 

1939 film. All proceeds go toward 

the PHS Theater Department for the 

production of future shows. $5/$8, 

6 p.m. Friday, 1 p.m. Saturday at 

Proctor Jr./Sr. High School, 4 Park St., 

Proctor, christina.papandrea@grcsu.

org, 459-3353.

By MIKE DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — A former Ver-
mont National Guard supply sergeant 
in Rutland pleaded not guilty in U.S. 
District Court on Wednesday to three 
counts of embezzling taxpayer prop-
erty and three related counts of mail 
fraud at his old job.

Ammon Yule, 42, of Chittenden, 

obtained a large quantity of new mil-
itary supplies, including parkas, duffel 
bags and boots, and put them up for 
sale on eBay between March 2017 and 
March 2018, according to the federal 
indictment.

Yule said in federal court that he was 
“in between jobs.” He said he worked 
full time at the Rutland Armory until 
March 15, and he is expected to begin 

a new job as a machinist at General 
Electric in Rutland on April 22.

The U.S. Marshals Service arrested 
Yule at his residence Wednesday and 
transported him to Burlington for 
his arraignment, Supervisory Deputy 
Marshal John Curtis said.

The three mail charges said Yule 
had the U.S. Postal Service deliver 
various stolen items to the armory at 

2143 Post Road. The items included 
40 duffel bags on March 24, 2017, 
along with 48 parkas on April 21, 
2017, and another 48 parkas and 66 
pairs of boots on March 6, it stated.

The other three charges main-
tain Yule “knowingly embezzled, 
stole, purloined and converted 

Supply sarge faces felonies

Act 250 official backs changes
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

On Tuesday, longtime Act 250 
Coordinator William Burke called 
for changes to exemptions for slate 
quarries and supported appellate 
authority for an Environmental 
Review Board.

“I’d like to let my testimony to 
speak for itself,” Burke said in a 

Wednesday interview before offer-
ing no additional comment.

Burke explained that state Rep. 
Amy Sheldon, D-East Middlebury, 
chairwoman of the Commission on 
Act 250, requested he share what 
26 years as an Act 250 coordinator 
have been like to help plan for the 
land-use law’s next 50 years. Burke 
is the coordinator for Districts 1 

and 8, which encompass Rutland 
and Bennington counties, and 
testified Tuesday before the House 
Committee on Natural Resources, 
Fish and Wildlife.

When the Environmental Board 
was replaced with the Natural 
Resources Board and an Environ-
mental Court was created in 2005, 
it presented a conflict of interest, 

Burke said in his testimony.
“The ethical, if not the legal, 

restrictions on direct communica-
tions between the Governor’s office 
and the Act 250 program were 
undermined,” Burke said.

The appellate body for Act 250 
cases is forbidden from “ex-parte 
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Greg Witscher, of Understory Farm, tills his field with his team of Belgian draft horses, Clayton, left, and Lupin, in Sudbury on Wednesday afternoon. 
Witscher and his family grow flowers for sale at local markets, and this field will be filled with dahlias.

DRAFT PICKS

Subpoenas approved for 
full Mueller probe report

By MARY CLARE JALONICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The 
House Judiciary Commit-
tee approved subpoenas 
Wednesday for special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
full Russia report as Dem-
ocrats pressure the Justice 
Department to release 
the document without 
redactions.

The committee voted 
24-17 to give Judiciary 
Chairman Jerrold Nadler, 
D-N.Y., permission to issue 
subpoenas to the Justice 
Department for the final 

report, its exhibits and 
any underlying evidence 
or materials prepared for 
Mueller’s investigation. 
Nadler has not yet said if 
he’ll send the subpoenas, 
which would be the first step 
in a potentially long fight 
with the Justice Department 
over the materials.

The Judic iar y  panel 
a l so  voted Wednesday 
to authorize subpoenas 
related to five of President 
Donald Trump’s former 
top advisers, stepping up 
a separate, wide-ranging 
investigation into Trump 

and his personal and politi-
cal dealings.

On the Mueller report, 
House Democrats had given 
Attorney General William 
Barr until Tuesday to pro-
vide an unredacted verson 
to Congress, along with 
underlying materials. The 
Justice Department ignored 
that deadline, with Barr tell-
ing committee chairmen in 
a letter last week that he was 
in the process of redacting 
portions of the almost 400-
page report and it would 

Select Board 
sends solar 
plan to panel

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

With a yet another solar 
company proposing a net 
metering project for the 
town, the Select Board 
will refer the projects to 
its Energy Committee for 
consideration.

Ralph Meima, director 
of project development 
at Green Lantern Solar, 
a  Waterbury company, 
outlined a proposal to the 
Select Board on Tuesday, 
having already had some 
contact with the Energy 
Committee.

Meima said he’d like to 
build a 150kw array on land 
owned by the town. It would 
be over a capped landfill, 
near Northwood Park and 
the transfer station.

“It offers savings, it puts 
the town in the position of 
being both the landlord 
and also an off-taker, so it 
makes money two different 
ways,” he said. “On top of 
that, there’s some taxes for 
the town and the school.”

He said he was looking 
around the area recently 
and noticed it has access to 
three-phase power, which 

would allow for a 500kw 
array to be built, if the 
board so desired. He said 
the town would stand to 
save more money in this 
case, and it would allow 
for other off-takers to be 
involved.

Meima said his company 
has put arrays on many 
landfills. Doing so requires 
addit ional  permitt ing, 
however, which can add 
between $8,000 and $12,000 
to the cost.

According to a letter 
Meima had sent to the 
board, the project could 
save the town $3,800 annu-
ally over the course of 20 
years, plus an annual lease 
of $3,500.

Selectman J.P. Faignant 
said the board has been 
leaning toward projects 
that are low-risk and that 
wouldn’t end up with the 
town owning the project.

“We wouldn’t be able to 
get voter approval before 
some of the deadlines 
expire, so even if we wanted 
to, I don’t think we’d be 
able to take the ownership 
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House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., passes a resolution Wednes-
day to subpoena special counsel Robert Mueller’s full report on Capitol Hill in Washington.
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