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Festivities
Rutland suits up for next 

weekend’s annual Hal-

loween parade. Here’s a 

preview.   A2

D-I upset
Rutland football team ends 

the regular season with an 

unexpected 33-27 loss to 

South Burlington/Burlington.  
  B1

‘Forever wild’
The vast Burnt Mountain 

wilderness in Vermont’s 

Northeast Kingdom 

will be preserved as 

“forever wild.”  C1

Speaking out
One year after the #Me-

Too movement began, 

survivors reflect on their 

disclosures.  C5

Broadway in Vt.
See an award-winning 

mash-up of show tunes, 

cabaret and rock’n’roll 

at Weston Playhouse at 

Walker Farm.  D1
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Views on race revealed

Contractors sued over rail spur

Insurer sued over coverage

Sullivan’s fatal 
hit-and-run jail 
sentence upheld

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Voters, especially those in Rut-
land and Windham counties, will 
have a new opportunity to learn 
about where candidates stand on 
issues of racial justice and equality.

The Vermont NAACP sent a sur-
vey to candidates for statewide and 
federal office and asked them to 
submit their answers in writing.

The survey was offered to can-
didates in Rutland and Windham 

counties, where the Vermont 
branches of  the NAACP are 
located.

Among the eight questions were:
— “Vermont is at the top of the 

list when it comes to states that 
incarcerate a disproportionately 
high number of people of color. 
What steps would you take to 
reverse this trend?”

— “Would you support legisla-
tion implementing validated test-
ing on racial attitudes for faculty, 

students and staff in all Vermont 
public schools?”

— “Would you support legisla-
tion protecting sanctuary cities?”

Tabitha Pohl-Moore, president 
of the Rutland area branch of the 
NAACP, said the candidate inquiry, 
which is the Vermont NAACP’s 
first, is nonpartisan and does not 
endorse any candidate.

“One of the things that I say in 
just about every interview I do now 
is that politically speaking, if you 

look at the experience of groups 
of color, we haven’t fared partic-
ularly well under any party, so to 
draw it along party lines rather than 
keeping it the human issue that it 
is, that, to me, does a disservice,” 
she said Friday.

The Rutland and Windham 
branches are recent additions and 
Pohl-Moore said this was their 
first election cycle, but members 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

After hearing no response from 
Vermont Rail System for almost 
four months, the Rutland Town 
Select Board voted unanimously to 
sue contractors for allegedly build-
ing a rail spur over a crucial water 
main and manhole cover.

“We’re aware of (the lawsuit), 
but we’re not going to comment on 
any active litigation,” said Seldon 
Houghton, VRS intermodal fleet 
manager, said Friday.

In a statement Board Chairman 
Joshua Terenzini read during 
Thursday night’s Select Board 
meeting, he said “one or two con-
tractors” built the rail spur some-
time around 2016. The statement 
doesn’t specify the contractors.

The town, Terenzini said, was 
never notified of the spur’s con-
struction, which was why the spur 
was only discovered last year. 
After no help from the railway 
system to formulate a plan to fix 
it, he said, the town decided to 

sue for damages.
“The Town has therefore decided 

that it cannot wait any longer for 
the responsible parties to step up to 
address this dangerous situation,” 
his statement read.

But Ryan Filskov, owner of RA 
Filskov & Sons Inc., said neither he 
nor his father’s company, Filskov 
Brothers Inc., did any of the con-
struction the town is attempting 
to sue them for. Both companies 
are based in Poultney, according to 
court documents.

“It doesn’t make any sense,” 
Filskov said. “We did not perform 
the work Rutland Town is saying 
we did.”

Terenzini said the town made 
multiple attempts to work with 
VRS, including VRS Rutland man-
ager Shane Filskov, for more than 
a year to resolve the issue.

“We had hoped we could see this 
play out before the winter came,” 
Terenzini said. “It’s certainly a 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Paramount Theatre 
is suing its insurance com-
pany for allegedly refusing 
to cover damages to the the-
ater’s roof earlier this year.

The lawsuit, filed this 
week in Rutland civil court, 
claims Acadia Insurance 
Co. violated Vermont’s 
consumer fraud act when 
it went back on an earlier 
pledge to fully cover dam-
ages from the roof issues. 
Calls to Acadia, which has 
offices in Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Maine, 

were  not  immediate ly 
returned Friday afternoon 
— nor was a call to the Par-
amount’s lawyer.

The 13-page complaint 
puts losses from the roof 
damage at $400,000. It 
requests Acadia be com-
pelled to pay the damages, 
12 percent interest from 
the time the lawsuit is filed, 
attorney’s fees, “exemplary 
damages” and “Such other 
relief as the Court may 
allow.”

A bump was discovered 
in the ceiling during a 
routine inspection in May, 

triggering a closer look 
that revealed a split support 
beam. This happened just 
before a sold-out concert 
by country music band the 
Oak Ridge Boys had been 
scheduled, forcing the Par-
amount to cancel the show. 
Support scaffolding was 
installed and the theater 
reopened a few days later, 
with the balcony area closed 
pending roof repairs that 
were completed over the 
summer.

According to the lawsuit, 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The Vermont Supreme 
Court denied on Friday a 
second request from former 
city attorney Christopher 
Sullivan for a new sentenc-
ing on the fatal hit-and-run 
drunk driving crash in Rut-
land in 2013.

Sullivan’s arguments for a 
new sentencing were based 
on his contention that 
Judge Theresa DiMauro 
had abused her discretion 
in several ways including 
an initial rejection to hear 
from an expert witness 
called by Sullivan.

The high court, in a deci-
sion written by Chief Justice 
Paul Reiber, noted DiMauro 
had ultimately allowed the 
expert witness and Sul-
livan’s testimony before 
re-imposing the original 
sentence.

“(DiMauro) provided 
a detailed explanation of 
her sentencing decision, 
including that she found 
(Sullivan) and his witness 
not to be credible, and a 
reasoned basis for the sen-
tence she imposed. The 
record shows (DiMauro) 

based her sentencing deci-
sion on proper factors, 
accurate information and 
the legitimate goals of crim-
inal justice. … There was no 
abuse of discretion,” Reiber 
wrote.

Sull ivan, 58,  hit  and 
killed Mary Jane Outslay on 
Strongs Avenue on April 10, 
2013. After a conviction by 
jury trial in 2015, Sullivan 
was sentenced to serve four 
to 10 years.

Sullivan was sentenced 
for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and leaving 
the scene of an accident, 
both modified because they 
resulted in a person’s death. 
He was sentenced to four to 
10 years for both charges 
but those sentences are 
being served at the same 
time.

Outslay, then 71, of Men-
don, was crossing Strongs 
Avenue with the aid of two 
canes when she was hit and 
killed.

Sullivan did not stop after 
hitting Outslay and did not 
turn himself in until the 
next day, when any alcohol 

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Linda Goodspeed, right, feels the profile of the new Ann Story statue after its unveiling in downtown Rutland on Friday afternoon. Story was a 
Revolutionary War hero and attracted members of the Costello family in Rutland due to her similarities with their founding matriarch, Evelyn 
Gammons Costello, to whom the family dedicated this statue.
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A crowd stands outside the Paramount Theater in Rutland on Oct. 6.
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