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Temperature Data

Yesterday’s cool front has allowed for a much drier and more stable air
mass to take over Northern New England. The combination of an upper
level ridge and surface high pressure make for a delightful early summer
day, as sunshine will be abundant with highs in the 70s. Dewpoint hangs in
the 40s today, therefore humidity will not be a factor. A disturbance in the
northern jet stream swoops down from Canada into New England later
tomorrow into early Saturday. Current computer model trends have
furnished a more dry scenario, therefore only the chance of scattered
showers is offered tomorrow evening until Saturday morning. A weak
upper level ridge and surface high pressure provide settled conditions
later Saturday until at least midday on Sunday. Low pressure moving east
through Southern Ontario and Quebec offers an increasing chance of
scattered showers late Sunday into Monday. Highs tomorrow will be a bit
cooler as they rise into the mid 60s to lower 70s with highs in the 70s this
weekend.

Friday
Mostly sunny early. 

72/54

Saturday
Chance of morning 

showers.  

76/54

Sunday
Partly sunny.  

79/57

Monday
Partly sunny with 

showers. 

76/55

Record High: 93/2008
Record Low: 36/1988
Yesterday High/Low: 85/68
Average High/Low: 73/49
Year Ago High/Low: 71/44
* Record

Degree Days
Yesterday:    0
Total Since July 1: 6801
Last Year Since July 1: 7024 New First_Qtr. Full Last_Qtr.

Jun 10 Jun 17 Jun 24 Jul 01

Moonrise:  05:09 a.m.
Moonset:  09:04 p.m.

Jun. 10
Today:

Tonight:

The Forecast

Partly cloudy. Low 54.

Sunny, a nice day. High 
76.

Sunrise: 05:10 a.m.
Sunset: 08:33 p.m.

Day's Length: 15 hrs 23 mins 

Almanac

Tomorrow morning's sunrise will be like nothing 
you have EVER seen, as the Sun rises, partially 
eclipsed by the Moon, creating a "crescent" Sun, 
with its tips pointing up between 5:15 and 5:25, low 
in the east-northeast, pivoting so the tips point to 
the 

Two rounds of severe thunderstorms banged
and crashed their way across Vermont on this
date in 2008. Over 50 reports of damaging
winds, and several reports of hail had untility
companies scrambling to service 50,000
customers that lost power.  Winds gust

Forecast provided by the Fairbanks Museum & 
Planetarium: www.fairbanksmuseum.org

Town energy panel sees future
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER
BRANDON — Now that 

it’s completed the job laid 
out for it, the town Energy 
Committee is considering 
what to do next.

At the May 24 Select Board 
meeting, it was decided that 
Select Board Member Tim 
Guiles would work with 
Energy Committee members 
to draft some ideas for its 
future work, and how it will 
go about reporting to town 
leaders.

The Energy Committee is 
a subcommittee of the Plan-
ning Commission. Select 
Board Chair Seth Hopkins 
thanked the committee for 
having completed the list 
of preferred solar sites in 
town, a step necessary for 
the town to have more say in 
the outcome of Public Utility 
Commission decisions.

Committee member Jack 
Schneider said the group has 
been on hiatus for the past 
few months and wished for 

some direction.
Guiles said he’s been 

interested in the committee’s 
future role and said a similar 
group in Montpelier appears 
to have been effective. He 
wanted to contact other 
towns with energy commit-
tees to see what they’ve been 
doing. Guiles said the state 
has two main energy goals, 
one being to have 90% of its 
energy come from renewable 
sources by 2050, the other 
being to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 50% of what 
they were in 1990 by 2028, 
and by 70% of what they 
were in 1990 by 2050.

“And I think it would be 
profoundly useful to have 
an energy committee who 
is kind of keeping track of 
how we’re doing and helping 
come up with creative ideas 
on how we might reach these 
goals so the state can be suc-
cessful,” he said, adding that 
he doesn’t envision giving 
the committee authority, but 
to have it gather and track 

data, among other tasks.
He said the committee has 

done good work organizing 
events that raise awareness 
and knowledge about elec-
tric vehicles, energy effi-
cient heating sources, and 
weatherization.

“One of the great things 
about the Energy Committee 
is that it really became very 
proactive, in terms of raising 
the profile of the need to 
take energy seriously, and 
also to support the commu-
nity in achieving that,” said 
committee member Edna 
Sutton. “I think it would be 
a huge shame if we lost that, 
but its weakness, I think, is 
that a lot of activity can hap-
pen but we have nowhere to 
go. So it needs some way of 
informing, either the Plan-
ning Commission or the 
Select Board itself, so the 
information that’s gathered 
and the good work that goes 
on isn’t kept in a vacuum.”

Hopkins said because the 
committee is a subcommittee 

of the Planning Commission, 
it’s assumed that it would 
report to the commission, 
or to the Select Board when 
warranted.

“I would also strongly 
recommend that the Energy 
Committee isn’t diminished 
in any way,” said committee 
member Matt Orchard. “I 
think we all can recognize 
that we all have a large 
number of environmental 
challenges we’re going to 
be facing in our community, 
both locally and as a state, 
in the future, and having a 
dedicated group of people 
that has been engaged in this 
conversation and in advocacy 
work around supporting 
our community to be more 
mindful of their environ-
mental decisions and choices 
can only be a benefit.”

He encouraged the board 
and the commission to give 
the committee a strong, 
clear mandate.

keith.whitcomb
@rutlandherald.com
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West Rutland Boardwalk winds through the green marsh below.

SEA OF GREEN

UVM will require all students vaccinated
BURLINGTON — The University of Vermont 

announced Wednesday it would require that all students 
be vaccinated against COVID-19 when at least one of the 
vaccines currently in use has received full approval from 
the Food and Drug Administration.

The school said the requirement would apply to all stu-
dents entering or returning in the fall of 2021.

The school says officials consulted with public health and 
infectious disease experts before reaching the decision.

They say a fully vaccinated student population is the best 
way to protect the health of students, employees and the 
broader Burlington community against COVID-19.

A number of private colleges in Vermont have already 
said they will require vaccinations for students this fall.

Scott signs $7.3B state budget
MONTPELIER — Vermont Gov. Phil Scott has signed a $7.3 

billion state budget that he he says will put the state on a path 
to a more prosperous and equitable future.

Scott’s office announced late Tuesday that he had signed 
the budget and a separate bill that will accelerate community 
broadband deployment across the state.

“This is a truly transformational budget that will allow us to 
recover from the pandemic and address some longstanding 
challenges, including our workforce shortage and economic 
inequity that exists from county to county,” Scott in a statement. 
“With smart state investments and a very strategic approach for 
using federal funds, this budget puts us on a new path to a more 
prosperous and equitable future for all of Vermont.”

The budget includes funding small business pandemic 
relief, community revitalization projects and tourism market-
ing, career technical education programs and centers, adult 
training and re-training, state colleges, worker relocation grants.

The budget invests funding received through the federal 
American Rescue Plan and commits to additional appropria-
tions in the following two fiscal years. This includes $250 million 
for climate change mitigation, $225 for clean water initiatives, 
$250 million for a wide array of housing projects.

VSC offers scholarships, programs

RANDOLPH — The Vermont State College system is 
offering $16 million in scholarships and free tuition programs 
for Vermonters in the upcoming academic year, officials said 
Wednesday.  The funds from the American Rescue Plan Act 
prioritizes higher and continuing education and workforce 
development with investments in student scholarships and 
the public higher education system. Chancellor Sophie Zdatny 
says the program includes Welcome Home Scholarships of up 
to $5,000 for Vermonters transferring home to schools in the 
Vermont State Colleges system from out-of-state schools or 
those who might be returning to school after leaving last year.

“If you are a Vermont student who left school last year, per-
haps because of the impacts of the pandemic, or you are a 
Vermont student considering transferring home to a VSC insti-
tution, this scholarship was designed with you in mind,” Zdatny 
said in a statement.  The state will fund a degree completion 
scholarship for the more than 50,000 Vermonters who have 
taken some classes, but do not yet have a credential or degree.

The state also awarded funds to provide one year of free 
tuition to Vermonters enrolled in critical occupation programs, 
including state college nursing, nursing pathway programs and 
early childhood education programs.

— The Associated Press

In Brief
STATE

BRANDON


