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Abortion clinic law tossed

Scott: Stay the course amid outbreak

New park part of city’s vision

House allocates 
nearly $1B in 
COVID relief

By MARK SHERMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A divided 
Supreme Court on Monday struck 
down a Louisiana law regulating 
abortion clinics, reasserting a com-
mitment to abortion rights over 
fierce opposition from dissenting 
conservative justices in the first big 
abortion case of the Trump era.

Chief Justice John Roberts and 
his four more liberal colleagues 

ruled that a law that requires doc-
tors who perform abortions must 
have admitting privileges at nearby 
hospitals violates abortion rights 
the court first announced in the 
landmark Roe v. Wade decision in 
1973.

The outcome is far from the 
last word on the decades-long 
fight over abortion with dozens 
of state-imposed restrictions wind-
ing their way through the courts. 

But the decision was a surprising 
defeat for abortion opponents, 
who thought that a new conserva-
tive majority with two of President 
Donald Trump’s appointees on 
board would start chipping away at 
abortion access.

The key vote belonged to Rob-
erts, who had always voted against 
abortion rights before, including 
in a 2016 case in which the court 
struck down a Texas law that was 

virtually identical to the one in 
Louisiana.

The chief justice explained that 
he continues to think the Texas 
case was wrongly decided, but 
believes it’s important for the court 
to stand by its prior decisions.

“The result in this case is con-
trolled by our decision four years 
ago invalidating a nearly identical 

By ERIC BLAISDELL
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Gov. 
Phil Scott continues to urge 
Vermonters to do what they 
can to help slow the spread 
of the novel coronavirus.

The commissioner of the 
state Department of Health 
also said there are no new 
cases to report from an out-
break in Fair Haven and 
there have not been con-
firmed reports of long-term 

impacts from those who got 
the virus in the state.

At his regular news con-
ference Monday, the gover-
nor started off by thanking 
those in state government 
who have been working 
since mid-March on stop-
ping the spread of the virus 
that causes COVID-19. He 
also thanked residents for 
their efforts, such as wear-
ing masks in public and 
social distancing, because 

Vermont is in much better 
shape than other states.

According to the Depart-
ment of Health, there were 
six new cases of the virus to 
report Monday, bringing 
the total confirmed cases 
to 1,208. The death toll is 
56, which has remained the 
same for weeks.

“This has not been easy 
for anyone. And while we’ve 
come a long way, we know 
it’s not over and it’ll be a 

while longer before we’re 
truly back to normal,” Scott 
said. “But if we continue 
with the same spirit and 
commitment we’ve been 
going through over the 
past four months, I know 
we’ll get through this and 
be stronger than we were 
before.”

Some states ,  such as 
Texas and Florida, are 
seeing record numbers of 
new cases of the virus while 

Vermont continues to be in 
good shape.

But there have been a 
handful of outbreaks of 
the virus around the state. 
Earlier this month, the 
state announced multiple 
people had tested positive 
for the virus at a worksite 
in Fair Haven. On Friday, 
Dr. Mark Levine, commis-
sioner of the Department 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Future visitors to Rutland 
could step off the train 
looking at a park instead of 
a parking lot.

An “Amtrak Gateway Area 
Park” is among goals rec-
ommended in the recently 
completed rewrite of The 
Downtown Rutland Strate-
gic Plan. Drawings included 
an expansion of Depot 
Park, potentially including 
a dog park, a playground, 
an open space for events 

and a bike share station. 
Creating the park would 
require the city to come to 
an arrangement with the 
owners of the downtown 
shopping plaza.

The  122 -page  docu -
ment includes a variety of 
data about the downtown, 
conclusions drawn from 
that data, goals informed 
by those conclusions and 
recommended tactics to 
achieve them.

Many of them have to 
do with making downtown 

more attractive. Downtown 
Rutland Partnership Exec-
utive Director Steve Peters 
said with the station serving 
as a gateway to the city, the 
area immediately around 
it doesn’t give the best 
impression of Rutland.

“That’s a key spot,” he 
said. “It can be a little 
unwelcoming and that’s 
something we need to focus 
on.”

The ideas for the park 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

Federal deadlines limited 
how much COVID-19 relief 
funds the House opted to 
invest in broadband expan-
sion, according to House 
Speaker Mitzi Johnson.

Johnson, D-South Hero, 
spoke remotely at a virtual 
news conference Monday 
about how the House voted 
late last week to appropriate 
nearly $1 billion in federal 
coronavirus relief aid.

She was joined by House 
Majority Leader, Jill Kro-
w insk i ,  D -Bur l ing ton , 
chairwoman of the House 
Committee on Appropria-
tions, Kitty Toll, D-Danville, 
and Chairwoman of theH-
house Committee on Ways 
and Means, Janet Ancel, 
D-Calais,

Toll said the House allo-
cated $20 million in fed-
eral funds to broadband 
connectivity.

“Which is critical as we 
have learned the greater 
need for connectivity as 
our children were learn-
ing remotely and more 
people were forced to 
work  remotely  due to 

the pandemic,” she said. 
“Within that $20 million 
there was an extension 
of broadband, last-mile 
connections, telehealth, 
and long-term planning 
into the future so that Ver-
monters can work remotely 
by choice, or if by need, 
and the same for children 
learning, whether it’s pre-k 
through 12 or higher edu-
cation, either by choice or 
by need.”

Johnson was asked, given 
that federal rules require 
coronavirus relief funds be 
spent by the end of the year, 
if it was possible to get said 
connectivity projects up and 
running within the given 
time frame. She said that’s 
one reason the allocation 
is $20 million — not $100 
million.

“Honestly, we were trying 
to figure out how to invest a 
whole lot more, specifically 
so we could get as much 
build-out as possible, and it 
was the time factor that was 
the biggest limitation for 
us,” she said.

The legislature had been 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Brud Leedom ties cucumber vines to a fence in his homestead garden along Route 30 in Sudbury on Monday afternoon.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A patch of Early Whitetop Fleabane blooms along the roadside in the Green Mountain 
National Forest Moosalamoo Recreation Area on Monday morning in Goshen.

GARDEN TIME

GETTING FLOWERY

 � JuLY 2020 LINEuP 
ANNOuNCED AT 
THE PARAMOuNT 
THEATRE DRIVE IN
The Paramount Theatre 
is creating Rutland’s very 
own drive in movie the-
atre at the Vermont State 
Fairgrounds this Summer! 
Movies start at dark, and 
tickets go on sale this Fri-
day at Noon. Full details 
at ParamountVT.org. 
July 3
Grease
July 10
Dirty Dancing
July 11
Jurassic Park
July 17
Shrek
July 18
Raiders of the Lost Ark 
July 24
Footloose
July 25
The Great Outdoors 
July 31
Smokey and the Bandit

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive

Rutland Herald 
archives online 
back to the fi rst 
edition in 1794

Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 

u.S. SuPREME COuRT

DOWNTOWN STRATEGIC PLAN

See Scott, page  A8

See COVID, page  A8 See Plan, page  A8

See Abortion, page  A8


