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“This assault by the 

wealthy on the poor 

can very much be 

laid at the feet of the 

Trump administration 

itself, because the 

proposal comes 

straight from the 

Oval Office.”

Editorial, A4

N.H. in 2020
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand-

ers could face unlikely com-

petition in New Hampshire’s 

presidential primary.  A2

EV fever
Electric vehicle enthusiasts 

flocked to the Capital City 

for Drive Electric Day at the 

State House on Saturday.  A3

Tuesdays
OPEN MIC 

Every Tuesday at the Hide-A-Way, 

Krishna Guthrie hosts open mic. 

Bring your instruments, voices and 

talents. 9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. Hide-A-

Way Tavern, 42 Center St., Rutland, 

booking@hideawaytavernvt.com.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

A former city attorney who spent 
time in jail for a fatal hit-and-run 
drunk driving crash is scheduled 
to argue before the Vermont 
Supreme Court on Thursday that 
he shouldn’t have been denied par-
ticipation in a furlough program.

Christopher Sullivan v. Lisa 
Menard, commissioner of the 

Department of Corrections, is 
slated to be argued before the 
Vermont Supreme Court on Thurs-
day at 1:30 p.m., according to the 
court’s online calendar.

On April 10, 2013, Sullivan hit 
71-year-old Mary Jane Outslay, 
of Mendon, as she was crossing 
Strongs Avenue. Sullivan didn’t 
stop after hitting her, turning him-
self in to police the following day. 

In 2015, a jury convicted him of 
for driving under the influence of 
alcohol, and leaving the scene of a 
crash. He was sentenced to serve 
between four and 10 years.

According to court records filed in 
June by Assistant Attorney General 
Andrew Gilbertson, the commis-
sioner of the Department of Correc-
tions is in charge of administering 
the reintegration furlough program.

“Reintegration furlough is a 
program created by statute to 
prepare offenders for reentry into 
the community by permitting the 
Department to supervise them in 
the community prior to the inmate 
reaching their minimum sentence,” 
Gilbertson wrote in a brief. The 
program has two aspects, it gives 

Sullivan challenges DOC chief

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Rutland Regional Medical Center CEO Claudio Fort plays the parachute game with first- and second-graders from Northeast School on Friday 
morning at RRMC as part of the Come Alive Outside program. For more photos, see this week’s People and Places on page B8.

Town bans recreational pot sales
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

CLARENDON — After 
months of discussion, the 
Select Board has passed an 
ordinance banning recre-
ational marijuana sales in 
town.

The Select Board voted 
unanimously on Sept. 9 to 
approve the ordinance. It 

will take effect within 60 
days of its passing, while cit-
izens who want the town to 
vote on it have 44 days from 
then to circulate a petition. 
The petition would need 
to have 5% of the town’s 
registered voters signing it 
to be valid.

“The sale and/or dis-
pensing of recreational 

marijuana and/or recre-
ational marijuana prod-
ucts, including but not 
limited to solvents, edibles 
and seedlings, within the 
established limits of the 
Town of Clarendon are 
hereby prohibited, with the 
exception of marijuana spe-
cifically dispensed for med-
ical purposes by a licensed 

marijuana dispensary as 
defined by Title 18 of the 
Vermont Statutes,” reads 
part of the ordinance.

The ordinance has been 
posted to the town’s web-
site and can be found at 
https://bit.ly/2mhPJ7e.

Select Board Chairman 
Mike Klopchin said Fri-
day there wasn’t much 

discussion at the Sept. 9 
about the ordinance; most 
of the talks having taken 
place over the past sev-
eral months. He said the 
board began discussing the 
ban last year after citizens 
expressed concerns, given 
the Legislature at the time 

PROVIDED PHOTO

John and Tracy Weatherhogg stand at Grace Congregational Church with their children, 
Kyle, at far left; Emma, at center; and Tyler.

PARACHUTE GAMES

Attorney says 
former DPW 
director earned 
$22K payment

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

BRANDON — The attor-
ney for the town’s former 
director of public works, 
who resigned in August 
amid questions about a 
$22,000 payment made to 
him that the town claims 
was improper, says it was for 
back-mileage and that he’s 
entitled to it.

Attorney Peter Langrock, 
of Langrock Sperry & Wool, 
LLP, a firm with offices in 
Burlington and Middle-
bury, said Monday that he 
represents Daryl Burlett, 
former Brandon director 
of public works and Seg-
ment Six municipal project 
manager.

“Of course Mr. Burlett 
did not do anything crim-
inal,” said Langrock. “He 
submitted an invoice, it was 
approved, and paid.”

He said the mileage 
was incurred over a “long 
period of time,” though he 

didn’t have the exact dates 
available. He said the miles 
themselves aren’t being dis-
puted, but whether or not 
Burlett was entitled to reim-
bursement for them, which 
he maintains that Burlett is.

Burlett resigned on Aug. 
22. On Aug. 26, the Select 
Board was questioned about 
the matter at its regular 
meeting by members of 
the public, prompting it 
to release a statement the 
following day saying that 
Burlett had resigned and 
that it’s trying to resolve 
an issue with a payment to 
Burlett for $22,011.

Burlett served as public 
works director for four years 
and had been the Segment 
Six municipal project man-
ager, a role Town Manager 
David Atherton will serve 
until the project’s comple-
tion. It began in earnest 
last year, and is expected to 

Weatherhoggs step down 
from Grace pulpit

FURLOUGH ARGUMENT IN HIGH COURT

See Sullivan, page  A10

See Ban, page  A10

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

John and Tracy Weath-
erhogg said they arrived in 
Vermont knowing that they 
would usher Grace Congre-
gational Church through 
changes.

“People have much less 
faith in the institutions of 
life,” John Weatherhogg, 
who for 15 years has been 
pastor of Grace, with his 
wife Tracy as his assistant 
pastor, said Friday. “The 

role of the church in the 
community is still vital and 
important. The church is 
about community and form-
ing a family that everybody 
had and felt when they were 
in high school but left upon 
graduation. It’s kind of like 
the ‘Cheers’ television show 
— you go where everyone 
knows your name. That’s 
home.”

At a time when churches 
have been home to fewer 
and fewer Vermonters, 

the Weatherhoggs said 
Grace Congregational has 
increased its attendance 
to the point where they 
feel their job is done. They 
oversaw their final service 
on Sept. 8.

“I think we’ve brought 
them to this point which 
fulfills my sense of calling,” 
John Weatherhogg said. “I 
think we’re here and the 
church is ready to take 

See Grace, page  A10

BRANDON

See Brandon, page  A10


