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 �NATIONAL GARDEN 
WEEK COURTESY 
RUTLAND GARDEN CLUB

Celebrate National Garden 
Week June 7-13, 2020. 

The Rutland Garden Club is 
an all volunteer organization 
with the purpose of beauti-
fying the city with gardens 
and flower shows. Founded 
in 1914, The Rutland Garden 
Club is one of America’s first 
organized garden clubs. The 
Rutland Garden Club now 
maintains 19 municipal gar-
dens and all of the downtown 
Rutland seasonal planters 
and window boxes.

Blue Star Memorials, started 
in 1945 by the National Gar-
den Clubs, exist around the 
country to honor our military 
veterans. Rutland’s Blue Star 
Garden, located on Wood-
stock Avenue, is dedicated to 
WWII Army General, Leonard 
Wing, of Rutland.

The Rutland Garden Club 
invites participation big and 
small. It can begin with even 
just one seed with a place to 
grow. The Rutland Garden 
Club will honor your efforts.

The Rutland Garden Club, in 
cooperation with the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, 
work can be seen in the fol-
lowing locations.

• Downtown Rutland Flower 
Boxes and Planters

• Blue Star Highway 
Memorial Marker

• Chaffee Art Center
• Depot Park
• Depot Park Leash
• Depot Park Sign Area
• Evelyn Street Triangle
• Godnick Building
• Godnick Circle
• Godnick East Side
• Godnick Woodstock 

Avenue
• Godnick Gazebo Garden
• Virginia Mitchell Crocus 

Garden
• Green Mountain Boy
• West Street Marble 

Garden
• Police Station and 

Memorial
• River Street Welcome 

Center Sign
• Rutland Free Library
• Vietnam Memorial
• West Street Welcome Sign
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By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A new Vermont task force is 
going to be looking for ways to 
promote racial, ethic and cultural 
equity in the state, including the 
state’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Gov. Phil Scott signed the exec-
utive order creating the task force 
on Monday. The order itself was 
released Tuesday by the governor’s 
office.

“Let’s be honest, a task force is 
not the cure-all for what ails us,” 
Scott said. “It’s going to take some 
soul-searching and change, individ-
ually, to make a difference.”

U.S. Census figures show that 
1.4% of the state’s population is 
black or African American. The 
Health Department’s COVID-19 
statistics show that almost 3.7% of 

COVID-19 cases in Vermont are in 
African Americans.

Nationally, COVID-19 has been 
shown to disproportionately affect 
African Americans.

Health conditions that exist at 
higher rates in the black commu-
nity — obesity, diabetes and asthma 
— make African Americans more 
susceptible to the virus. They also 
are more likely to be uninsured, 
and often report that medical pro-
fessionals take their ailments less 
seriously when they seek treatment.

Health Commissioner Dr. Mark 
Levine said that scientists haven’t 
determined if there are any Ver-
mont-specific reasons for COVID-
19 affecting African Americans.

“We will be working hand-in-
hand with the task force to try to 
get at some of those issues,” Levine 
said.

In addition to looking at COVID-
19, the task force will also review 
state and federal laws on hate 
speech and freedom of speech and 
look for ways to encourage people 
from underrepresented racial and 
ethnic groups to run for office and 
serve in public offices.

The next step is for the governor 
is to appoint up to eight members 
of the task force, which is due to 
make its recommendations about 
COVID-19 by mid-August.

NUMBERS
T h e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t 

reported Tuesday three new pos-
itive cases of the virus, bringing 
the total to just under 990. The 
number of deaths remained steady 
at 55.

T h e  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t 
also reported no patients were 

hospitalized in the state with con-
firmed cases of COVID-19. Ten 
individuals are hospitalized under 
investigation for COVID-19.

REOPENING
Vermont is continuing to reopen 

from the COVID-19 closures.
On Monday, the Department of 

Motor Vehicles announced people 
can now take learner’s permit tests 
online. 

Motor vehicle off icials  are 
now rescheduling drivers tests 
that were canceled due to the 
pandemic. Beginning Wednes-
day, people will be able to begin 
making new appointments to take 
tests.

Scott said that later in the week 
the state expects to release details 
about the resumption of indoor 
dining at the state’s restaurants.

Vt task force to look at racial 
disparities in COVID-19

By MESFIN FEKADU

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Though Black 
Out Tuesday was originally orga-
nized by the music community, the 
social media world also went dark 
in support of the Black Lives Matter 
movement, joining voices around 
the world outraged by the killings 
of black people in the U.S.

Instagram and Twitter accounts, 
from top record label to everyday 
people, were full of black squares 
posted in response to the deaths of 
George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and 
Breonna Taylor.

Most of the captions were blank, 
though some posted #TheShow-
MustBePaused, black heart emojis 
or encouraged people to vote Tues-
day with seven states and the District 
of Columbia are hosting the largest 
slate of presidential primary elec-
tions in almost three months.

Rihanna, Alicia Keys, Radiohead, 

Coldplay, Kelly Rowland, Beastie 
Boys and were among the celebrities 
to join Black Out Tuesday on social 
media.

“I won’t be posting on social 
media and I ask you all to do the 
same,” Britney Spears tweeted. “We 
should use the time away from our 
devices to focus on what we can do 
to make the world a better place …. 
for ALL of us !!!!!”

Spotify blacked out the artwork 
for several of its popular playlists, 
including RapCaviar and Today’s 
Top Hits, simply writing “Black 
lives matter.” as its description. The 
streaming service also put its Black 
Lives Matter playlist on its front 
page, featuring songs like James 
Brown’s “Say It Loud — I’m Black 
and I’m Proud,” N.W.A.’s “(Exple-
tive) the Police,” Sam Cooke’s “A 
Change Is Gonna Come” and Child-
ish Gambino’s “This Is America.”

The opening pages of Apple 

Music and iTunes focused on sup-
porting Black Lives Matter, and 
SiriusXM said it will be silencing its 
music channels for three minutes at 
3 p.m. EDT in tribute to “all of the 
countless victims of racism.”

The company said it “will con-
tinue to amplify Black voices by 
being a space where Black artists 
showcase their music and talents, 
and by carrying the message that 
racism will not be tolerated.”

Some on social media questioned 
if posting black squares would divert 
attention away from posts about the 
Black Lives Matter movement.

“this is the 4th completely dif-
ferent flyer i’ve seen for it,” Gram-
my-nominated singer Kehlani 
tweeted about Black Out Tuesday. 
“”this is the only one without the 
saying go completely silent for a day 
in solidarity. the messages are mixed 
across the board and i really hope it 
doesn’t have a negative effect.”

When musician Dillon Francis 
posted that the hashtag for Black 
Lives Matter was blank on Instagram 
because users were posting black 
squares, rapper Lil Nas X responded 
with: “this is not helping us. bro who 
the (expletive) thought of this?? ppl 
need to see what’s going on.”

Emma Watson posted three 
white squares followed by three 
black squares with captions read-
ing #blackouttuesday and #ampli-
fyblackvoices on her Instagram 
account to show her support Tues-
day. But she was heavily criticized, 
and began to trend on Twitter, 
for adding white borders around 
her black squares to match the 
aesthetic of her Instagram page. 
Others called the actress out for 
speaking out too late about Black 
Lives Matter and for not including 
links to guide users on where they 
can learn more information about 
the cause or donate to it.

Social media, music world go 
dark for Black Out Tuesday
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The Instagram app logo is displayed on a mobile screen in Los Angeles on  Nov. 29, 2018.
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A downtown window box arranged by The Rutland Garden Club


