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  WEATHER

 � JAN. 24, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 0-2-6 and 7-6-2-5
Evening: 1-0-9 and 6-3-6-8 
New York State
3-4-9LS16 and 1-2-0-5 LS8

 � JAN. 23, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball: 
23-25-47-48-50 PB:24
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www.RutlandHerald.com
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“It’s a fog with no 

end in sight. People 

are just going home 

and nesting, trying to 

conserve resources.”

Michael Northern, restaurant 
executive in the Huntsville, 
Alabama area near an Army 

base that’s home to 70 federal 
agencies, about how the con-
tinuing government shutdown 

affects his business. — A7

Winter roads
Gordon Dritschilo talks with 

Public Works Commissioner, 

Jeff Wennberg about the 

lesser traveled but perhaps 

not as well plowed Rutland 

roads.  A2

Tonight
RICK REDINGTON
Redington plays happy hour 

every Friday at 6 p.m. Wobbly 

Barn, Killington.

  ONLINE

Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Pitch
Te 

It’s midterms on this 

week’s episode of The 

Inside Pitch. Tom Haley 

and Bob Fredette have 

graded all the boys bas-

ketball teams in Rutland 

County. Look for it at  

bit.ly/0122InsidePitch

By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 
proposed a $6.1 billion bud-
get for the next fiscal year 
Thursday, asking lawmakers 
to approve proposals that will 
attempt to bolster Vermont’s 
declining labor force and help fund the 
long-term cleanup of Lake Champlain.

For the first time since taking office 
two years ago, the Republican governor 

proposed $18 million in new revenue and 
increases in taxes and fees, with most of 
the money coming from enhanced sales 

taxes on internet transac-
tions, taxing e-cigarettes and 
financial industry fees.

He also proposed $7 mil-
lion more for child care and 

additional funds for the University of 
Vermont and the state college system. 

Scott proposes $6.1B budget
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Migrant Justice member Jose Luis, center, testifies about fair and impartial policing before the House Judiciary Committee.

Advocates criticize police bias
By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Advocates for 
migrants, people of color and other 
marginalized groups say the state’s 
fair and impartial policing policy 
hasn’t gone far enough.

The Vermont House Judiciary 
Committee held a hearing at the 
State House on Thursday at which 
representatives from law enforce-
ment,  the Vermont attorney 

general’s office and other stake-
holders testified.

Lt. Gary Scott, director of fair 
and impartial policing for the Ver-
mont State Police, said State Police 
are actively recruiting outside the 
state in the hopes of diversifying 
their ranks. Scott said troopers also 
take part in implicit bias training 
as part of the police academy and 
after they graduate.

Scott said those looking to make 

a complaint about a trooper can 
send State Police a message on 
social media such as Twitter or 
Facebook, via email or at the State 
Police website. Depending on the 
complaint, he said, a note could be 
made on the trooper’s record or 
an internal investigation could be 
started.

State Police Maj. Ingrid Jonas was 
asked what State Police are doing 
to reduce the fear marginalized 

groups have when calling police to 
report an emergency. Jonas said for 
a vehicle stop, for example, troop-
ers are emphasized to tell the driver 
immediately why they were pulled 
over instead of leaving the driver 
guessing.

For those who may be in the 
country illegally, she said, there 
are very few situations where it 

Residents weigh 
economic impact 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — After 
Wednesday’s announce-
ment that Green Mountain 
College will not reopen this 
fall, Poultney residents and 
local officials said they’re 
not sure what this would 
mean for them, but the 
struggling town certainly 
didn’t need another eco-
nomic blow.

“ I  can ’t  pro jec t  the 
future,” said Town Man-
ager Paul Donaldson. “The 
state of Vermont is trying to 
make urban centers a thing 
now. There’s no urban cen-
ters: You’ve got Chittenden 
County, and now a few in 
Rutland ... but how do you 
get help anywhere in rural 
Vermont?”

Donaldson said people 
in town wanted to see 
more industry and manu-
facturing in town, but there 
didn’t seem to be many 
outlets for that in Rutland 
County.

“This town used to have 
multiple car dealerships 
and multiple five-and-dime 
stores,” Donaldson said. 
“Things change.”

Down the street at Per-
ry’s Main Street Eatery, a 
popular breakfast spot for 
many GMC students, owner 
and chef Donna Perry said 
30 to 40 percent of her 
business comes from the 

college staff, students and 
faculty.

“It’s going to hurt lots of 
businesses, that’s for sure,” 
Perry said. “It’s sad to see. 
But what can you do?”

For late-night appetites, 
Poultney House of Pizza 
was a dining destination 
for many students crav-
ing everything from their 
popular pies to mozzarella 
sticks, especially during 
exam season.

“This is like their com-
fort  food,”  sa id  Kosta 
Nanopoulos, who man-
ages his father’s shop. “For 
some of the businesses in 
town, it’s going to be rough 
for sure.”

If they weren’t shopping 
at the Stone Valley Coop, 
students, staff and faculty 
went to Shaw’s ,  where 
manager and bookkeeper 
Kelsey Beebe said she’s 
bracing for a hard hit in 
their absence.

“A lot of our business 
comes from the college,” 
Beebe said. “They come in 
here during the summer 
time for their summer pro-
gram when the language 
kids come ... now it’s going 
to hurt us.”

Beebe said the harder 
hit would be to the town 
overal l ,  and Shaw’s by 
default, because in a town 

Lead testing will be done sooner
By HOWARD WEISS-TISMAN

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

After saying it could take 
3 years to test the drink-
ing water at every school 
in Vermont for lead, the 
Department of Health now 
says it will finish testing by 
the end of the year.

Gov. Phil Scott this week 
asked the Legislature for 
$1.3 million for the test-
ing. Department of Health 
Commissioner Mark Levine 
said the state would work 
with outside laboratories 
and consider hiring extra 
staff members to make sure 
the tests are completed 

before the end of the year.
“We envision this pro-

gram inc luding  a l l  o f 
the schools in Vermont,” 
Levine said. “Everyone 
has an equal opportunity 
to have lead-free drinking 
water within a time frame 
that is reasonable.”

Levine testified Wednes-
day before the Senate Edu-
cation Committee where 
lawmakers considered a bill 
establishing guidelines for 
the testing program.

Last  year  the health 
department tested the 
water at 16 schools as part 
of a pilot study and found 

traces of lead in every 
school.

At five of those schools, 
there was enough lead in 
the water to require imme-
diate action.

“We were all alarmed by 
the results,” said State Sen. 
Phil Baruth, chairman of 
the Education Committee. 
“Lead is a highly toxic 
metal, especially for kids, 
and this is the highest pri-
ority for this committee.”

The $1.3 million the 
administration is seeking 
should cover  the f i r s t 

Gov. Phil Scott 
receives an 
ovation after 
delivering his 
annual budget 
address to a 
joint session of 
the Legislature 
on Thursday.
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A bus pulls into the Westway Mall shopping plaza as water rises on Business Route 4 
Thursday night in West Rutland.

RISING WATER GMC SET TO CLOSE
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on Page B4.


