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Fun at Sunrise
Local scouts enjoy summer 

fun and learning at Camp 

Sunrise in Benson, in this 

week’s People and Places.   

                                        B8

Theater review
The Weston Playhouse 

production of the classic 

‘Oklahoma!’ is refreshing and 

reassuring.  A3

Origin story
Connections are drawn be-

tween presidential candidate 

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 

Brooklyn boyhood and his 

political career.  A5

Today
BLUES FOR BREAKFAST

Known for its “grateful Ameri-

cana” blues, the group loves to 

mix classic rock, reggae, Motown 

and originals into their shows. 

Rain or shine. CU will be collecting 

non-perishable food items to support 

the Castleton food shelf. 7-8 p.m. 

Castleton University Pavilion, South 

Street, Castleton, elicia.mailhiot@

castleton.edu, 802-468-1013.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Planned Parenthood clinics 
around the state and region are 
encouraging patients to seek their 
help despite the Trump adminis-
tration enforcing of what many are 
calling an abortion referral “gag 
rule” one week ago.

Title X was implemented in 1970 
and helps health care facilities gain 
access to a portion of over $250 mil-
lion in funding for health processes 
including cancer screenings, family 
planning, birth control, sexual-
ly-transmitted disease testing and 
treatment.

While the funds help health care 

facilities provide services to low-in-
come patients, none of the money 
is or can be used for abortion care. 
Eileen Sullivan, communications 
director for Planned Parenthood 
of Northern New England, said the 
funds currently help 10,000 Ver-
monters access health care through 
their clinics.

Last week, the Trump adminis-
tration announced it would start 
enforcing a new rule that effectively 
withholds federal grant money 
from clinics that provide abor-
tion referrals. The administration 
walked that back Saturday night, 

Clinic officials pan ‘gag rule’
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Barry Alger, of Rutland, directs traffic along Route 7 south of Brandon on a rainy Monday evening as construction continues on the Segment 6 
Project.

Hannaford announces beef recall
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland’s Hannaford needs about 
10 pounds of beef back.

The supermarket chain has issued 
a recall notice on 91% lean Angus 
ground beef due to the potential of 
metal fragments being mixed in with 

the meat. The recall is specific to the 
Rutland store and to packages with a 
sell-by date of July 20 and a use-by date 
of July 22. Customers with packages 
from that time-frame should not eat 
the meat and may return it to the 
store for a full refund. In an exchange 
of emails Monday, Hannaford 

spokeswoman Ericka Dodge said store 
officials believe about 10 pounds of the 
beef — which retails for $6.39 a pound 
— was affected and that it was likely 
divided among six to eight packages.

Dodge said the recall was triggered 
over the weekend when the employee 
grinding the meat noticed bits of metal 

in the grinder. She said it was unclear 
how the metal got into the grinder.

“We have some speculation that 
perhaps it was something that the 
associate was wearing like the mag-
netic backing of his name tag,” she 
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Becky Spears, lab operations manager at Pleasant Valley farm in Benson, moves sheep 
through the “working barn,” where sheep are sorted and immunized.

ROLLIN’ THROUGH THE RAIN

Rutland Area 
NAACP branch 
mulls priorities

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

After a day of workshops, 
members of the Rutland Area 
Branch of the NAACP on 
Saturday moved toward final-
izing an early list of priorities 
including ongoing training 
for area police and elected 
officials, education at local 
schools and increased political 
participation.

The workshop, “How to 
Talk to Your Racist Neighbor,” 
started with three sessions 
focused on the premise of the 
title and ended with the day’s 
participants, about 30 people, 
narrowing a list of goals.

“I was really pleased to see 
how people were engaging. 
I always worry and wonder 
if people are getting what 
they want or need out of our 
events. I’m really hopeful 
at the priorities that people 
came up with,” said Tabitha 
Moore, president of the Rut-
land NAACP after the work-
shop ended.

Moore led the people at 
the workshop in compiling 
three lists, one about concerns 
people about racial justice in 
the Rutland area, one about 

the obstacles in the area and 
one about resources that were 
available in the area.

The list of worries included 
bias in the media, racism 
among law-enforcement offi-
cials, the lack of funding for a 
bill that would have brought 
ethnic studies to Vermont and 
“hatefulness.”

Workshop participants 
listed the “Vermont way,” or 
the traditions in Vermont 
that make some outsiders feel 
excluded, economics and the 
lack of diversity as obstacles.

Assets in Rutland County 
included groups like Project 
VISION, Rutland Welcomes 
and Castleton Indivisible.

Moore explained to the 
group before they made the 
list that they were being asked 
to help set priorities.

“What do we want to focus 
on when it comes to serving, 
supporting those who are 
most vulnerable among us? 
Obviously, race is one facet 
of that. We also have eco-
nomics and homelessness. 
We have LGBTQ issues we 
want to address. We have 

In Benson, sheep give blood 
By SARAH ASCH

CORRESPONDENT

BENSON — When new 
sheep arrive at Pleasant Val-
ley farm, they have at least 
a month to adjust to their 
new environment.

“They have a settling in 
period so we can ensure 
they are in the best of 
health,” said Dulcie Griffith, 
a veterinary technician and 
the farm’s manager. “Every 
day we check each animal is 
healthy, happy, well fed and 
comfortable.”

Then, the sheep are put 

to work. Rather than being 
used for meat, milk or 
fleece, the animals create a 
more complicated product: 
antibodies that test for seri-
ous diseases in humans.

Pleasant Valley is owned 
by an English company 
called The Binding Site, 
which creates laboratory 
tests for immunodeficiency 
disorders and an incurable 
bone marrow cancer called 
“multiple myeloma.”

The company’s name 
refers to the point of con-
tact between the antibody 

and its target.
P l e a s a n t  Va l l e y  w a s 

founded in 2001 after The 
Binding Site’s original farm 
in the United Kingdom was 
lost to a foot-and-mouth 
epidemic. When Pleasant 
Valley opened, Griffith 
said they had a handful of 
employees and about 100 
sheep. Now, they keep 2,000 
sheep on 650 acres of land 
and employ over 50 peo-
ple, including animal lab-
oratory technicians, animal 

SPECIFIC TO RUTLAND STORE

See Beef, page  A10

VT PLANNED PARENTHOOD

See Sheep, page  A10

See Rule, page  A10

LOCAL WORKSHOPS

See NAACP, page  A10


