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Dancers from teacher Kayla Thomas’ class at Born to Dance Studio perform during the Winter in August event sponsored by the Rutland Region 
Chamber of Commerce last week on Merchants Row.
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WINTER IN AUGUST  
AVOIDS THE RAIN

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
Staff Writer

The rain stopped just in time.

Rutland Region Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director 

Mary Cohen had declared that 

this year’s Winter in August 

would be held on Merchants 

Row “rain or shine,” and at 

4 p.m. it looked like that needle 

had landed on “rain.” An hour 

later though, when the event 

kicked off, the rain had stopped 

and the sun was shining.

“The truth is, I don’t think we 

can ever go inside again unless 

it’s really torrential,” she said. 

“People like to be out in the 

street.”

Winter in August is the local 

business community’s annual 

tribute to the ski industry. Area 

restaurants and caterers serve 

complex small plates to hun-

dreds of visitors who circulate 

among their booths. The count 

of booths was somewhat lower 

than in previous years.

“I think we had some 

competing factors,” Cohen 

said. “The fair’s been under a 

transition, and I know some 

people were going there. I hope 

the brutal heat we had last year 

didn’t keep people away this 

year.”

Nonetheless, there was 

plenty of food on offer, from 

CASTLETON 
UNIVERSITY 

OFFERS NEW 
CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAM

By KATE BARCELLOS
Staff Writer

Hear, hear: Thanks to a new certificate pro-

gram at Castleton University, students will be 

able to take courses to qualify for a master’s 

degree in speech and language pathology.

A master’s degree is required for speech 

pathologists to practice, according to Kelly 

Parker, director of rehabilitative services 

for Rutland Regional Medical Center, and 

the population demographic of Vermont is 

creating a demand for aid.

“We have an aging population,” Parker 

said. “The need for medical-based speech 

pathologies, extended-care facilities, home 

health care. ... The need is going to continue 

to grow.”

Castleton’s program is set to launch this fall 

with two new courses: Introduction to Pho-

netics, and Introduction to Communication 

Sciences and Disorders, with other courses, 

like Speech and Hearing Science, Anatomy 

and Physiology of Speech and Hearing 

Mechanisms, Language Development, Aural 

Rehabilitation and Introduction to Audiology, 

to be added later.

“We felt there was no reason we couldn’t 

have a set of courses offered here at Cas-

tleton,” said Program Coordinator Megan 

Blossom, who herself has a doctoral degree 

in children’s speech and language. “We also 

have an online program just in case there was 

a shift in careers and students wanted to take 

those courses.”

Though Castleton University does not 

currently offer a master’s degree in speech 

pathology, the State University of New York 

and University of Vermont both offer pro-

grams, and Parker said RRMC has benefited 

directly from their graduates.

The new programs are also open and 

available to undergraduates who may have 

considered a career in speech pathology and 

want to test out the beginner courses to see if 

completing the certification and continuing 

on to post-graduate studies is something they 

want to invest in.

Castleton is currently accepting enrollment 

for the courses, and the program has already 

attracted around 10 students.

“We’re hoping to get a few more before the 

classes start in the fall,” Blossom said.

If the launch of the new program is success-

ful, Blossom said, Castleton might consider 

expanding the initiative to potentially offer 

GRAPHIC EDGE SOLD TO FLORIDA GROUP
By GORDON DRITSCHILO
Staff Writer

Graphic Edge, the company 

that bought Keith’s II, has 

itself been bought by a larger 

firm.

The Florida-based Trivest 

Partners announced this 

week that its affiliate, ASB 

Sports, had bought Graphic 

Edge, which has custom 

screen-printing facilities in 

Rutland, Iowa and Las Vegas.

“It means nothing but 

good things for our area,” 

said Steve Seneral, general 

manager of the Vermont 

branch. “We’re not going 

anywhere. ... We intend to 

grow and add jobs.”

The Rutland facility moved 

from the former armory on 

West Street to a Seward Road 

facility, where it employs 

45 people, in 2017. Keith’s 

II had moved to the armory 
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Chef Mike Gillam, of Casey’s Caboose of Killington, prepares marinated 
flank steak sliders with bacon jam, bleu cheese and a bourbon blueberry 
BBQ sauce during the Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce Winter in 
August event on Merchants Row in Rutland.


