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New chapter
Herald sports writer Tom Ha-

ley notes there is new life in 

the MSJ girls soccer program 

with a turnout of 20 players, 

a number unthinkable when 

coach Lori Patterson took 

over several years ago.  
                                  B1

Raising bears
Ben Kilham, his wife and 

his sister reckon over the 

years to have fed, cared 

for and prepared some 

300 orphan bear cubs 

to return to the wild from 

their place in Lyme, New 

Hampshire.  C1

Pumpkin time
Fall brings many great 

things to the garden that 

come in beautiful shades 

of orange, yellow, red and 

brown. Pumpkins and winter 

squash are among the most 

toothsome of these.  C3

Wizard of arts
Former longtime Castle-

ton professor Bill Ramage 

is synonymous with the 

evolution of several local 

art venues that are part of 

what has been called the 

“Rutland Renaissance.” D1
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Scaring up Halloween rules

Lawsuit tackles school choice

Unique act  
Vt’s crowd pleaser

County NAACP leader sells 
her home over harassment 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The COVID-
19 pandemic that has disrupted 
nearly everyone’s lives during the 
past six months shouldn’t stop 
Halloween from being celebrated, 
though it will require some cre-
ativity, according to Vermont’s top 
health official.

Health Commissioner Dr. Mark 
Levine said at a news conference 

Friday that earlier this week state 
officials did discuss Halloween 
and how it might play out this year 
during a global pandemic the likes 
of which hasn’t been seen since 
1918.

“I don’t see that as a problem in 
Vermont now, but I do see it as an 
opportunity for everybody to be 
creative and think about how to do 
things correctly,” said Levine, after 
being asked about what strategy 

Vermont might take in light of 
media reports that Los Angeles had 
banned trick-or-treating to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19.

Recent media reports suggest 
that the California city’s leaders 
have since walked back that plan.

“I would compare the state of 
Vermont to Los Angeles on just the 
one metric that’s important, which 
is the percent positivity rate and the 
amount of new cases,” said Levine. 

“There should, in appropriate 
locations, be some public health 
guidance or even public health rec-
ommendations regarding having or 
not having Halloween.”

Levine said Halloween activities 
that don’t involve large groups of 
people or close contact between 
individuals shouldn’t be an issue. 
Of course, Halloween is often 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

A pending lawsuit may 
broaden the state’s school 
choice options.

This week, three Vermont 
families filed a lawsuit in 
the U.S. District Court of 
Vermont claiming the the 
state’s school choice and 
tuition voucher program is 
unconstitutional.

According to current 
Vermont statute, a student 
living in a town that does 
not have a high school is 
able to apply for a tuition 
voucher to attend a public 
or private school elsewhere 
in the state. Religiously affil-
iated schools are currently 
barred from the program.

The complaint states 
that the state law denying 

tuition payments to fam-
ilies who choose to send 
their children to “otherwise 
qualified” private religious 
schools, while allowing 
payments for secular pri-
vate schools, is a violation 
of the First Amendment’s 
Free Exercise, Establish-
ment and Exercise Clauses, 
and the 14th Amendment’s 
Equal Protection and Due 

Process Clauses.
The plaintiffs named in 

the suit are Michael and 
Nancy Valente, of Mount 
Holly; Paul and Ingrid 
Gallo, of Rutland Town; 
and Steve and Joanna Buck-
ley, of Hartland.

The Valentes and Gal-
los send their children to 
Mount St. Joseph Academy 
in Rutland. The Buckleys’ 

t w o  s o n s  a t t e n d  N e w 
England Classical Academy 
in Claremont, a private 
Catholic school in New 
Hampshire.

The defendants named 
are Daniel French in his 
capacity as state secretary of 
education, the State Board 
of  Educat ion,  Greater 

By PAUL HELLER

FOR THE WEEKENDER

I
n Fall 1875, Charles 
Winn bought a small 
pig from his neigh-

bor Henry Bradley and 
named him “Ben Butler” 
after the controversial 
Union general and 
Massachusetts governor.

Although Butler 
had a slightly porcine 
appearance, it was more 
likely that the name was a 
reference to his character 
rather than his physical 
appearance. Butler’s strict 
imposition of martial law 
in New Orleans earned 
him the sobriquet “The 
Beast.”

Winn, however, lived in 
North Danville, and set 
about training the young 
porker at his farm on 
Pumpkin Hill.

Born in Danville in 
1838, Winn was first and 
foremost a farmer, but in 
those days that meant he 
was a jack-of-all-trades and, 
by necessity, ready to do 
anything to make a living 
for himself and his wife 
Georgianna. To make mat-
ters worse, he had just one 
arm, which had rendered 
him exempt from Civil 
War service. Although his 
injury had kept him safe 
from the cauldron of war, 
it made a farmer’s life even 
more of a challenge.

Forming an almost 
instant attachment to his 

new pet, Winn found the 
animal a quick and willing 
student and he was soon 
able to exhibit the animal 
prodigy at county fairs, 
church socials, and local 
talent shows, reaping far 
greater rewards than the 
rashers of bacon that 
otherwise would have been 
the pig’s fate. Winn even 
billed himself as “Professor 
Winn,” a common prefix 
used by magicians, ven-
triloquists and confidence 
men in the 19th century. 
Ben Butler was an instant 
success. A newspaper from 
Lyndon, The Vermont 
Union, opined:

“Did you see that 
educated pig at the fairs, 
trained and exhibited by 
Charles Winn, of Danville. 
It was no humbug. The 
pig would tell by picking 
up figures the hour and 
the minute by the watch, 
also the numbers of 
cents in any piece of coin 
or scrip, would add or 
multiply figures correctly, 
would pick out the name 
of any President called 
for, and play a good game 
of euchre. Winn claims 
that the hog has more 
brains, not withstanding 
his stupid look, than any 
other domestic animal.”

As unlikely as it may 
seem today, the “Learned 
Pig” was a staple of 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

WALLINGFORD — The 
leader of  the Rutland 
County chapter of NAACP 
is leaving her home follow-
ing months of racially moti-
vated harassment targeting 
her and her young family 
members.

Tabitha Moore, director 
of the Rutland Area chap-
ter of NAACP, said Friday 
she’s already found a buyer 
for her home, but doesn’t 
know yet where she and her 
family will move.

“It’s been heating up for a 
while, since June,” she said. 

“A number of nonspecific 
threats and different inci-
dents have been growing.”

Among the incidents was 
the vandalism of a wooden 
pallet Moore had deco-
rated for Wallingford Day, 
which sees town residents 
decorate wooden shipping 
pallets and display them in 
their yards. Moore’s, which 
a friend displayed on their 
lawn, bore Black Lives Mat-
ter imagery and had white 
paint thrown on it near the 
end of August.

“The tipping point for 
me, though, was watching 
what our community did 

when my daughter was 
successful .  She’s  been 
working for a while trying 
to figure out what to say to 
the School Board, and she 
finally did,” said Moore, 
referring to her daughter, 
Reese Eldert-Moore, then a 
student at Mill River Union 
High School, in June con-
vincing the School Board 
to allow the BLM flag to be 
flown at Mill River Union 
High School.

“The School Board saw 
reason with her presen-
tation and that of other 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Nate Pacheco, left, Frankie Hoover, and Tyler Hale, right, all from Fair Haven, watch as Michael Leye, of Rutland, dunks while playing basketball 
together on Friday afternoon on Cherry Street in Rutland.

LOCAL BALLERS

See Pig, page  A6

See Choice, page  A6

See COVID, page  A6
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Tabitha Moore of the Rutland Area NAACP gives a speech in June in Rutland’s Main Street 
Park during the Black Lives Matter protest.

See Moore, page  A6


