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their cause because of the help 
they provide for those in need. I 
want to help in anyway possible 

to support their cause.”
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The Forecast

Local Data Notebook Night Sky    
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Sunday
Cloudy
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Chance of snow

38/16

Forecast provided by Lawrence Hayes, Mark Breen & Steve Maleski
of Fairbanks Museum & Planetarium www.fairbanks.org

Today a small area of low pressure is likely to move out of the 
Adirondacks, scooting eastward somewhere between the Québec 
border and Route 2 this morning, before lifting into Maine this 

afternoon. At that time, a cold front will cut diagonally across the state, 
and will be sinking toward the southeast. This will result in a mix of 
rain and snow for most areas today, with little or no accumulation in 
the valleys. Colder air will be filtering in tonight, as the front heads for 
the coast. By that time, however, the bulk of the system’s moisture will 
also be rapidly departing. Snow showers are likely to continue Friday 
in the northern mountains, and some additional light accumulation will 
be possible there, as low pressure begins to intensify over Nova Scotia. 
Having more of a widespread impact will be very blustery and cold 
conditions tomorrow, with many valleys a struggling to get out of the 
20s, and wind chills often in the teens. It will remain quite cold, but likely 
dry on Saturday. It will be slightly less cold on Sunday, but a strong cold 
front will approach on Sunday night, bringing in its wake very winter-like 
temperatures for much or all of next week.

An early season snowstorm dumped 10 to 20 inches of 
snow over the higher elevations just over 50 years ago 
on this date, in 1968, getting many ski areas off to an 
early start. A storm riding up the coast brought mostly 
rain, but changed to snow first in the mountains, 
and last in the valleys. It was very wet, causing 
considerable damage to utility lines. Peru recorded 11 
inches, while Montpelier had 5 inches, and Burlington 
2.5 inches. November 1968 went on to be the snowiest 
on modern record.

Nov. 7
The northeastern skies in 
early November feature two 
contrastingly bright stars. After 
7:30 in the evenings, the star 
Capella shines higher and a pale 
yellow color, but is actually made 
of two yellow giant stars orbiting 
each other. To the lower right, and 
less bright is Aldebaran, a red giant 
star, considered to be the “eye” of 
Taurus, the Bull.

Record Temperatures 
Record High: 61/2015
Record Low: 17/1931
Yesterday High / Low: 43/23
Average High / Low: 50/30
Year Ago High / Low:  44/38
* Record

Sunrise
6:35 a.m.

Day’s Length: 10 hours

Moonrise: 2:54 p.m. Moonset: 1:22 a.m. 

 New First Qtr. Full Last Qtr.
  Nov. 26 Dec. 4  Nov. 12 Nov. 19

Today: Chance of rain, snow mix. 42

Tonight: Cloudy. 25

Yesterday: 27
Total since July 1, 2019: 882
Last Year: 924

Sunset
4:35 p.m.

Forecast Discussion

Casella wins water rate reduction
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER
PROCTOR — The sec-

ond former Vermont Mar-
ble Co. building has had its 
water bill lowered because 
no one is currently in it.

John Casella II, owner of 
39 Main St., approached 
the Select Board at its Oct. 
28 meeting to ask it to 
lower the number of “EUs” 
the building is rated for.

Water and sewer custom-
ers in Proctor are billed a 
flat rate depending on 
how many “EUs” their 
properties are rated for. 
One EU, or “equivalent 
use” is equal to a single 
residence.

“We were  assessed a 
water charge for seven 
units and the building is 
not currently operational, 
so the water i s  turned 
off in the building and 
has been turned off all 
year,” Casella said. “So the 

charge of $6,440, we’re 
hoping to have abated, 
and we’re  a l so  ask ing 
for considerat ion of  a 
reduction of the units to 
zero until the building is 
redeveloped.”

Casella bought 39 Main 
St. at auction in the fall 
of last year. It had been 
o w n e d  b y  C o l l e g e  o f 
St. Joseph, which got it 
through donation from 
Omya in 2014, along with 
the much larger 61 Main 
St, which was also auc-
tioned off. Both buildings 
used to be part of the for-
mer Vermont Marble Co. 
The building at 61 Main 
St. was auctioned off twice, 
after the first buyer didn’t 
complete the sale. The 
current owners, the New 
Vermont Marble Co., plan 
to have tenants related to 
the hemp industry in there 
by winter. 

The owners of 61 Main 

St. approached the Select 
Board earlier in October 
and asked that its 10 EUs 
be lowered to two. The 
board agreed and granted 
the request, planning to 
revisit the issue when the 
building is more heavily 
occupied.

Selectwoman Judy Fra-
zier wanted to know what 
Casella’s plans are for 39 
Main St. and how long 
it  might be before i t ’s 
redeveloped.

“Good question,” said 
Casella. “At this point, we 
don’t really have a dead-
line or even really a tenta-
tive plan.”

He said he was consid-
ering using the building 
for something related to 
the hemp industry, but 
that’s not looking doable 
right now. “... so I think 
redevelopment would be 
a function of potentially 
res ident ia l/mixed-use 

commercial, but we don’t 
have a solid plan to even 
talk about today.”

While he asked for the 
rate to be lowered to zero 
EUs, Casella said he’d be 
fine with it being one. It 
had been assessed at seven 
EUs.

“We  cer ta in l y  don’t 
have a problem with one 
unit and supporting the 
ability to tie in, recogniz-
ing the fact that there is 
water available to us, so we 
would certainly consider 
that as well, even though 
it doesn’t state that in the 
letter I wrote,” he said.

The board voted unan-
imously to grant Casella’s 
request for the building. 
C a s e l l a  s a i d  h e  d o e s 
plan to use the building 
because keeping it incurs 
water bills, taxes and the 
like.

keith.whitcomb
@rutlandherald.com

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A willow tree on the pond at Greenrange Farm along Sawyer Needham Road in Sudbury was just about the only 
color left of the fall foliage last Friday after the Oct. 31 wind and rainstorm.

SEASON’S LAST STAND

Youth hunters must report deer kills

MONTPELIER — Youth deer hunting weekend begins Sat-
urday. Young hunters are encouraged to report their deer at 
one of the state’s 23 biological reporting stations, where extra 
data on the harvested animals is collected.

“We encourage hunters to bring their deer to one of these 
biological reporting stations so they can contribute to deer 
management in Vermont,” said Fish & Wildlife Department 
Deer Project Leader, Nick Fortin, in a release. “Examining deer 
during the youth deer hunting weekend is our best opportunity 
to assess the deer herd because youth hunters are allowed to 
harvest any deer, including spike bucks. Biologists will be able 
to collect data on age, weight and antler development to help 
guide future deer management decisions.”

Youth hunters who check their deer in at one of these sta-
tions will get a 2019 Vermont Hunter Cooperator Patch.

The youth weekend is open to residents and nonresidents 
who are 15 and younger, who’ve completed a hunter education 
course, and purchased a hunting license with free youth deer 
tag. Youth hunters need to be with an unarmed adult who 
holds a Vermont hunting license. One adult can be with two 
youth, and they have to be able to see and communicate with 
the youth without artificial aids. Landowner permission is also 
required. Youth can take a deer of either sex, antler restrictions 
don’t apply.

The local biological check stations are:
— Grant’s Village Store, 8 East St., Middletown Springs
— Singleton’s Store, 356 Main St., Proctorsville
— R&L Archery, 70 Smith St., Barre
— Keith’s Country Store Inc., 4085, Route 7, Pittsford
— Buxton’s Country Store, 499 Main St., Orwell

Guilty verdict found in toddler’s death
MANCHESTER, N.H. — A man has been found guilty 

of second-degree murder in the death of a 2-year-old New 
Hampshire boy.

An autopsy showed that Jacob Pelletier, of Manchester, 
died of blunt force trauma to the abdomen in 2017. He was 
found unconscious in his family’s apartment.

Mark Heath, who lives in the same apartment as Jacob, 
was arrested. WMUR-TV reports Heath was convicted 
Wednesday. He faces a sentence of 35 years to life in prison.

During opening statements last week, prosecutors said 
Heath was babysitting with the child and was the only adult 
home at the time. They said Heath became enraged when 
Jacob spilled food on his bed and had a messy diaper.

Heath’s lawyer suggested that Pelletier’s mother could 
have caused the fatal injuries. Heath pleaded not guilty.

Marlboro College set to close in Vt.

BOSTON — Marlboro College plans to close its Ver-
mont campus after this school year and move its academic 
programs to Emerson College in Boston.

The move was announced Wednesday after years of 
declining enrollment at Marlboro. In fall 2018, the pri-
vate, liberal arts school had just 142 students.

An announcement from both schools says Marlboro 
students will be able to finish their degrees at Emerson, 
and tenured faculty will be offered jobs. Marlboro’s $30 
million endowment and $10 million in real estate hold-
ings will be given to Emerson.

Marlboro President Kevin Quigley said the agreement 
allows the “essential elements of Marlboro” to endure at 
Emerson.

— Staff and wire reports
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SECOND VT. MARBLE CO. BUILDING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MONTPELIER — Voters 

in two Vermont towns have 
voted to keep their elemen-
tary schools open as the 
communities face declining 
enrollment.

The Burlington Free 
Press reports that residents 

of Addison and Ferrisburgh 
in Addison County over-
whelmingly voted Tues-
day against a proposal to 
close the Addison Central 
School and Ferrisburgh 
Central School, which are 
in the same district.

The vote in Addison was 

123 in favor of closure 
and 373 against; in Fer-
risburgh the results were 
160 for closure and 884 
opposed.

The Addison Northwest 
School District has said 
taxes would need to be 
raised to keep the schools 

open and programs will 
be eliminated or reduced, 
including athletics, arts, 
world languages, advance-
ment placement courses, 
afterschool care, enrich-
m e n t ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
and other non-essential 
programs.

Two Vermont towns will keep schools open


