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Tonight
TRIFOLIUM

Fiddle, folk and other flavors of 

music at the Wild Fern, Route 100, 

Stockbridge, 7 p.m.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Students at Tuesday’s School 
Board meeting proposed raising a 
Black Lives Matter flag at Rutland 
High School, but one of the com-
ments made in response shocked 
some members of the public.

After a presentation by Rutland 
High School’s New Neighbors 

group that proposed raising the 
flag, Michael Blow, a member of 
the Rutland City Public Schools 
Board of Commissioners, inferred 
he could relate to racism that stu-
dents of color faced because of 
comments he experienced while 
serving in Vietnam.

“I think all lives matter,” Blow 
began. “I think it’s become a group 

that’s become really political now. 
... I am against racism.”

Tabitha Pohl-Moore, president 
of the Rutland area chapter of the 
NAACP, said Thursday that Blow’s 
comment is a frequent response to 
Black Lives Matter, and is indicative 
of a lack of understanding of the 
real problem.

“Nobody is saying nobody else 

matters,” Pohl-Moore said. “(Peo-
ple of color) in this country are 
discriminated against and killed 
just for existing. So many of us are 
just minding our own business. ... 
If you’re using the ‘all lives matter’ 
response, you’ve got to do some 
soul searching to find out why 

Meeting remark criticized
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Curtis Hayward, left, smiles as he lifts his son Brently, 4, of Hubbardton, up to pour a bucket of gathered sap into a tank Thursday afternoon in 
Hubbardton.

Licenses to get 3rd gender option
By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Ver-
monters will be able to 
identify a third gender on 
their driver’s license start-
ing July 1.

The Vermont Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles 
announced Wednesday 
that those applying for or 

renewing a license will be 
able to choose from male, 
female or other as their 
gender. Those that choose 
other will see “X” as their 
identifier.

DMV Commis s ioner 
Wanda Minoli said the change 
comes as part of an ongoing 
process to modify the state’s 
driver’s license system.

“It’s appropriate for Ver-
mont at this time to make 
the changes,” Minoli said.

She said other states and 
Washington, D.C., have 
made similar moves: Arkan-
sas, California, Colorado, 
Maine, Minnesota, Oregon, 
Utah and Washington have 
non-binary gender markers 
on their licenses.

“We see it as increased 
safety and inclusion of all 
Vermonters,” Minoli said.

She said it can be uncom-
fortable for those that don’t 
identify as male or female 
to have to pick one or the 
other for their license.

Gustavo Mercado Muñiz 
is the transgender pro-
gram manager at the Pride 

Center of Vermont, a com-
munity center for the state’s 
LGBTQ community. Muñiz 
identifies as they or them, 
not he or she.

Muñiz said as a non-bi-
nary person who works 
with non-binary people 
every day, “it’s a wonderful 

LEARNING THE TRADE

Hospital CEO 
thinks positive

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Almost a year after he suc-
ceeded Thomas Huebner, 
Claudio Fort, president and 
CEO of Rutland Regional 
Medical Center, says he’s a 
believer in not just his hos-
pital but his community.

“A year into this, I still 
feel very privileged to be 
here. I’ve had a chance over 
the past year to really get to 
know the organization in a 
lot more depth, and I will 
tell you, it’s a very impres-
sive organization. … I’ve 
also had a chance to get to 
know the Rutland commu-
nity, and I’ve been equally 
impressed. I think Rutland 
is a community that’s on the 
move and on the way up,” 
he said.

Fort, speaking to the Rut-
land Herald editorial board 
at the Herald’s Grove Street 
off ices ,  complimented 
Huebner for leaving the 
Rutland hospital in a strong 
position financially and with 
its facilities, which include a 
rehabilitated and updated 
emergency department.

The announcement that 
Fort would be the new 
leader of RRMC was made 
at the beginning of March 
2018 and he started about 
two months later.

Among the challenges 
at the hospital is finding 
enough appropriate staff, 
especially doctors with 
specific specialties such as 
urologists and nurses.

But Fort said he also 
appreciated the facilities 
and the level of engage-
ment among staff and med-
ical professionals.

Hospital officials are in 
the early stages of pursuing 
a new, onsite facility with 
eight beds in a secure build-
ing for treatment of people 
with mental health needs. 
The proposal is coming 
from RRMC and Rutland 
Mental Health.

“We’re also doing a facil-
ity master planning study. 
The hospital has made 
some great investments in 
facilities and now we’re tak-
ing a step back and saying, 
‘OK, what are some of the 
other infrastructure facility 
needs?’ There are some 
older areas in the hospital. 
If you look at our medical 
oncology unit, that’s an 
older unit. What could we 
do to improve the envi-
ronment up there — the 
environment of care for 
patients,” he said.

Fort addressed some 

Small hospitals in jeopardy
By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

The possible loss of small 
Vermont hospitals could be 
a problem for the state, said 
Claudio Fort, president and 
CEO of Rutland Regional 
Medical Center.

Fort was invited to the 
Herald offices Thursday to 
reflect on his first year at 
the Rutland hospital.

Asked about whether the 
problems at small hospitals 
like Springfield Hospital 
would be an opportunity to 
expand or a stressor forc-
ing a hospital to expand 
its services, Fort said it was 
more likely to cause tension 

in systems that are already 
stretched thin.

Fort said while admin-
istrators at RRMC were 
sensitive to the situation in 
Springfield, Gov. Phil Scott 
has already considered that 
possibility.

“That’s why he appointed 
my predecessor, Tom Hueb-
ner, to kind of represent 
the governor’s office in the 
Springfield situation, and 
has asked the local hospi-
tals to convene to say, ‘OK, 
what can we do to support 
the situation and what is the 
contingency if Springfield 
did close or close a service? 
Can the other hospitals pick 

up the slack,’” he said.
Efforts are being made to 

save Springfield’s medical 
center. Fort said it would be 
stressful if the hospital were 
to fail.

Primarily, he said, it could 
be difficult for residents of 
the Springfield area who 
might now be 40 minutes 
from the closest emergency 
department.

“I think it’s a real chal-
lenge in Vermont because 
of the geographic challenge 
we have and the winter 
weather. We’re not driving 
on perfectly flat highways 

BLACK LIVES MATTER FLAG PROPOSED

See Flag, page  A5

See DMV, page  A5
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Rutland Regional Medical Center President and CEO Claudio Fort speaks during an inter-
view at the Rutland Herald on Friday.

See Jeopardy, page  A5 See Fort, page  A5

“I’m sure he will 

not be happy with 

my vote. But I’m a 

United States senator 

and feel my job is 

to stand up for the 

Constitution.”

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
who is up for re-election next 

year in a state that values polit-
ical independence, upon voting 

to reject President Trump’s 
emergency declaration. — B4

Nominee
Greta Thunberg, 16, of Swe-

den, leader of Youth Strike for 

Climate, who is an inspira-

tion for students across the 

globe, has been nominated 

for the Nobel Peace Prize.   

  B3

Public report
The U.S. House of Represen-

tatives voted unanimously for 

a resolution to make special 

counsel Robert Mueller’s 

Russia probe public.  A6


