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“The United States will 

never move toward a 

single-payer health 

care system unless it 

makes good  

business sense.”

- Editorial, A4

Contentious act
The town’s representatives to 

the State House were grilled 

at Clarendon’s annual town 

floor meeting about how they 

voted with regard to H.57, 

“An act relating to preserving 

the right to abortion,” that 

was passed in the House a 

few weeks ago.  A3

Town meeting
See the full page with results 

from Benson, Clarendon, 

Danby, Mount Tabor, Rutland 

Town, West Rutland.  A10

Today
MEDICAL JOB FAIR

Career fair for nurses and others in 

health science fields. 11:30 a.m.-

1 p.m. Castleton University Fine Arts 

Center, 45 Alumni Drive, Castleton, 

renee.beauprewhite@castleton.edu.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

CLARENDON — A parent of 
four students in the Mill River 
Unified Union School District 
called for the resignation of Super-
intendent David Younce on the 
grounds that Younce allegedly 
harassed faculty, instructed them 
to break the law and hired multiple 
administrators — including his wife 

— without warning the public.
“We need a superintendent who 

doesn’t do their own evaluation,” 
said Clarendon resident Mike 
Spafford. “His culture of fear is 
unacceptable ... we demand Super-
intendent Younce’s immediate 
resignation, vote of no-confidence 
or ... Superintendent Younce’s 
termination.”

“He is entitled to his opinion,” 

Younce said of Spafford in an 
email. “I do not think it is appro-
priate for me to criticize a single 
resident’s public statements about 
my performance.”

Spafford opened the Clarendon 
floor meeting Monday night with 
a 20-minute speech claiming inac-
curacies in the budget, misrepre-
sentations of teachers and “threat-
ening and retaliatory behavior,” all 

perpetuated by MRUUSD admin-
istration and Younce in particular.

Though the meeting also con-
cerned the school district, that 
portion of the meeting was only 
warned on the Clarendon town 
website, and did not appear on the 
Shrewsbury, Tinmouth, Walling-
ford or the MRUUSD websites.

Parent calls for super to quit

Younce documented berating staff
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

A recording of Mill River 
Superintendent  David 
Younce addressing his staff 
in a tense, angry meeting 
has sur faced, in which 
Younce compares staff who 
he felt were undermining 
him to a “cancer,”, and 

“critters” who would scatter 
when the lights were turned 
on, indirectly accusing them 
of eroding his authority.

The recording illustrates 
how Younce’s approach had 
made teachers in the super-
visory union feel threatened 
and marginalized, accord-
ing to multiple teachers 

contacted for this story. In 
addition, these teachers 
feared that if they spoke up, 
their jobs would be at risk.

But in the recording 
Younce details how rumors 
about his personal life had 
negatively affected him and 
indicated deeper problems 
in the district.

He called the Oct. 19, 
2018 meeting to confront 
the rumors in an Oct. 17 
email — provided to the 
Herald by faculty  who 
asked not to be named 
— addressed from David 
Younce  to  “A l l  S t a f f ” 
called for a mandatory 
meeting two days later at 

8 a.m. “sharp” in the Mill 
Union River High School 
auditorium.

Someone in attendance 
recorded the meeting, 
and left  the recording 
on Rutland area NAACP 
chapter President Tabitha 

City voters pick status quo
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Matthew Reveal became 
the newest member of 
the Board of Aldermen 
Tuesday.

The owner of Mucken-
schnabel’s, who defeated 
perennial candidate Dan 
White to claim the remain-
ing year of William Notte’s 
term on the board, is the 
only new face in city govern-
ment. Mayor David Allaire 
handily defeated challenger 
Michel “Champlain” Mess-
ier to win a second term, 
and voters returned all 
incumbent aldermen to 
their seats.

Messier campaigned on 
a pledge to keep the city 
budget less than $20 mil-
lion and find new creative 
approaches to city govern-
ment. Allaire ran on his 
record, which convinced 
a sizeable majority of the 
voters, propelling him to a 
1,707 to 657 victory.

“Obviously,  I ’m very 
excited, very grateful to the 
voters in the city,” Allaire 
said. “I’m looking forward 
to the next two years. ... I 
think the voters were very 
clear in their choice, and 
it’s time to move ahead.”

Allaire congratulated 
Mess ier  for  running a 

positive campaign.
“I did my best,” Messier 

said. “This was a lot more 
fun than I expected. I’ll 
be back. I will continue to 
run for the highest office 
available.”

City Treasurer Mary Mar-
kowski beat Messier by an 
even wider margin, winning 
election to her first full 
term 1,963 to 429. Markow-
ski was appointed to the 
position after Wendy Wilton 
resigned to take a job in the 
federal government. City 
Assessor Barry Keefe fended 
off another challenge from 

All city money 
items OK’d

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

City voters approved 
everything on the town 
meeting ballot Tuesday.

That included a $21 
million municipal bud-
get, a $54 million school 
budget, two bonds total-
ing $10 million and every 
request from a social service 
organization.

“I think it’s fairly evident 
overall that people are 
happy with the way the city 
is moving,” Mayor David 
Allaire said. “I look forward 
to hearing everyone’s input 
as we march forward.”

The $21,454,605 city bud-
get, up less than 1 percent 
from last year, was approved 
1,564 to 985.

“We worked very hard to 
get that to the voters with 
as less of an increase as we 
could,” Allaire said.

The $54,779,194 school 
budget was up roughly 
4 percent from last year. 
Voters said “yes,” 1,438 to 
1,061. School Board Chair-
man Dick Courcelle did not 
immediately return a call 
seeking comment.

The bonds passed by even 
more decisive margins. The 
first, $7.4 million for vari-
ous improvements to the 
sewer system — including 
equipment at the treatment 

plant, a new force main 
on River Street and two 
overflow prevention proj-
ects — was approved 1,910 
to 648. The second — $3 
million for work on the 
Grove Street Bridge as well 
as culverts on Park Street, 
Church Street, Allen Street, 
Grove Street and Lincoln 
Avenue — was approved 
1,957 to 614.

On Monday, the Board of 
Aldermen approved three 
engineering contracts for 
the projects — contingent 
on the bonds’ approval.

“We hope to get a mini-
mum of two of the projects, 
and hopefully three, at 
least started and hopefully 
completed in 2019,” Pub-
lic Works Commissioner 
Jeffrey Wennberg said 
Tuesday. “There should 
be no delay.  . . .  We’re 
right on track to get these 
completed as quickly as 
possible.”

Wennberg noted that 
despite the city’s financial 
struggles, voters have a long 
history of supporting infra-
structure bonds.

“I think it’s because vot-
ers understand these are 
investments in their future 
and the future of their city,” 
he said.

gordon.dritschilo
@rutlandherald.com
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Clarendon resident Mike Spafford addresses the Select Board at town meeting Monday night, criticizing the 2019 Mill River Unified Union School 
District budget.
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RECORDING FROM MEETING:
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Lisa Ryan, of Rutland, won her bid for a second term on the city Board of Aldermen with the 
largest vote total of any of the candidates, with 1,465 votes, in her contest for a complete term.
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