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 � MAY 28, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 4-6-8 and 0-3-6-5
Evening: 6-0-5 and 5-1-6-3
New York State
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“We have a very 

strong path to 

victory.”

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders 
shows confidence amid 

reports his presidential bid 
faces many of the same chal-
lenges in 2020 that dogged 
his 2016 campaign. — A3

Midwest storms
A tightly packed swarm 

of tornadoes tore across 

Indiana and Ohio Monday 

night injuring 130 people 

and killing one.  B4

Today
SOULFUL ANIMALS

Share the surprising, funny and 

profound ways animals have 

brought love or insight into your 

life. Hosted by Eckankar, offering 

simple exercises for people of all 

faiths. 5:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Rutland 

Free Library, 10 Court St., Rutland , 

www.eckankar-vt.org, eck.vermont@

gmail.com, 800-772-9390.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

As the class of 2019 steps off their 
college campuses, they’re getting 
invited to stick around in Rutland 
County.

The Rutland Economic Develop-
ment Corp. has launched an initia-
tive titled “We Want You to Stay,” 
in which they provide materials to 
graduates from the local colleges 

aimed at encouraging and helping 
them to find jobs and stay in the 
Rutland area.

The move comes as the area is 
about to start seeing fewer col-
lege graduates. Two of the three 
local four-year colleges — Green 
Mountain College and College of 
St. Joseph — are closing. REDC 
executive director Tyler Richardson 
noted, however, that the last college 

standing — Castleton University — 
is larger than its fallen comrades 
and will take on a number of their 
students.

“I don’t think it subtracts from 
our priority to keep our students 
here,” he said.

Richardson said that if it seems 
as if economic development dis-
cussions have shifted over the years 
from how to keep Vermont youth 

in the state to how to attract new-
comers in the state, it’s not because 
one is seen as more important than 
the other.

Richardson said there are three 
prongs to workforce development: 
One is helping people who have 
barriers to employment like incar-
ceration or drug problems, and that 

REDC wants grads to stay

Rain delays logging operation
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

With rainfall totals several inches 
higher than normal this spring, 
loggers and others in the timber 
industry are behind on their work.

“It’s not good,” said Kenneth 
Gagnon, co-owner of Gagnon Lum-
ber, the Pittsford sawmill. “This is 
a tough time of year, and this year 
has been extremely slow with the 
wet weather we’ve had.”

Gagnon sa id  h i s  bus ines s 

contracts with local loggers, and 
owns some of its own land for 
timber harvesting. He said he and 
others in the mill business like to 
have several weeks worth of wood 
on hand to keep the saws running 
through periods of low-supply, but 
with loggers unable to harvest, that 
backlog is dwindling.

He said most sawmills and the 
like will use winter to stock up on 
logs, since wet springs aren’t new in 
Vermont. This, however, is a wetter 

season than others. Gagnon said 
he’s about a month behind where 
he would normally be in terms of 
harvesting.

Robert Haynes, meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service 
in Burlington, said that between 
April 1 and May 23, more than 
half the days showed measurable 
amounts of precipitation.

Between Jan. 1 and Monday, the 
Burlington area had recorded 16.11 
inches of rainfall, which Haynes 

said is 4.25 inches above average. 
Measurements for Rutland, he said, 
aren’t as robust, but what data the 
National Weather Service does have 
shows the month of April with two 
to three more inches of rain than 
average.

Haynes said the data reflects a 
small trend of shorter, warmer win-
ters and wetter springs.

Moving logging equipment 

Solar project 
proposed off 
Middle Road

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

N O R T H  C L A R E N -
DON — A solar developer 
appears to have the town’s 
approval for designating 
an area on Middle Road a 
“preferred site” for solar 
development.

Tom Garden, of Triland 
Partners, approached the 
Select Board at its May 13 
meeting seeking the desig-
nation. Garden’s company 
has made a “preliminary 
notice filing” with the Pub-
lic Utility Commission to 
build a 500 kW net-metered 
array at 4101 Middle Road. 
The filing was made April 
11. State law requires such 
a filling be made 45 days in 
advance of filing for a “cer-
tificate of public good” for 
utility projects.

After a brief discussion, it 
was the board’s consensus 
that if the Planning Com-
mission had no issue with 
Garden’s request, it would 
sign off on it.

According to unapproved 
minutes of the May 20 Plan-
ning Commission meeting, 
Garden made a similar 

pitch to the commission 
and had it unanimously 
approved.

“I’ve been doing solar 
development in Vermont 
since 2009,” said Garden 
at the May 13 Select Board 
meeting. “I’ve done two 
net-metered projects in 
Clarendon. … I’m very 
proud of those projects in 
the way they were sited and 
constructed.”

He said the plot for this 
project is 10 acres, four of 
which would be hosting the 
array itself.

“I’ve tried very hard to 
site my projects and design 
my projects so there’s (no) 
pushback from the general 
public or municipalities, or 
anyone else,” Garden said.

He said there are wet-
lands near the project, but 
not on the site itself. The 
loss of agricultural soil isn’t 
an issue, either, he said. 
According to Garden, an 
expert in his employ has 
met at the site with people 
from the Agency of Natural 
Resources and they don’t 

Rutland City makes finals 
in Top 10 competition

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Downtown Rutland made the Top 10.
The city is a finalist in the Stihl tool com-

pany-sponsored “America’s Main Street 
Contest,” putting Rutland in contention 
for $25,000 in cash and other prizes such as 
paint and tools. The city was landed there 
by online votes, several of which came from 
a campaign led by Rutland Appliances 
owner Robert Maguire. Maguire said the 
comments allowed up to 25 votes from 
the same IP address, so he and a number 

of people he knew voted as much as they 
could.

“I was voting at least 50 times a day,” he 
said. I could vote from my IP address at 
work and my IP address at home.”

Such gamesmanship won’t get Rutland 
all the way, though — a panel of judges 
decide on which city gets the $25,000.

Maguire said he did not know a lot about 
Rutland’s competition.

“I’ve been to Saco, Maine, I think,” he 
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A pile of logs sits in Mendon Tuesday afternoon.

NATION’S BEST DOWNTOWNS
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Windvanes spin fast during the high winds outside the Vermont Gift & Garden Center 
in Mendon on Tuesday. Temperatures were low, but wind speeds high across the 
Rutland region.

COLOR IN THE WIND

See REDC, page  A5

See Logging, page  A5

See Top 10, page  A5 See Solar, page  A5


