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Baseball’s back
The first baseball game 

since 2016 was played 

at West Rutland as the 

Horde hosted Blue Moun-

tain on Friday.  
                                   B1

Life as lived
Weekender columnist 

Willem Lange remem-

bers with vivid clarity his 

romantic days of simple 

living in the great out 

of doors in mid-century 

Vermont.  C1

Stage rebounds
Like the rest of Vermont’s 

professional theaters, Bur-

lington’s Vermont Stage 

world was turned upside 

down by the COVID-19 

pandemic.  D1
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Fire guts apartment house

Vt. set to restart 

J&J vaccine

City schools mull COVID money

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Fire destroyed an apart-
ment building at the corner 
of Baxter Street and Library 
Avenue on Friday.

Rutland City Fire Chief 
William Lovett said numer-
ous people in the neigh-
borhood called in the fire, 
but not before it had ample 
time to spread.

“By the time I got here, 
the roof — it was coming 
through the slate,” Lovett 
said. “The ridge at the back 
was starting to lean a little 
bit, which means it had 
been burning a little while 
before anybody called us.”

Apartments on the first 
and second floor were occu-
pied. City Health Inspector 

Michael Brookman said 
the third floor was “not 
an occupiable space,” but 
Lovett said there were still 
questions as to whether it 

was occupied.
“It shouldn’t have, but his-

torically it has been,” Lovett 
said. “For a period of time, 
there were squatters on the 

third floor — nobody knew 
who they were.”

Lovett said it appeared 
that anyone who had been 
in the building when the 
fire started got out.

“I woke up to some guy 
kicking in my door and say-
ing ‘your house is on fire,’” 
said Jordan Klein, 23, who 
lived in the first-floor apart-
ment with his girlfriend and 
their twin infant daughters. 
“We ran outside, looked 
— the whole upstairs is on 
fire.”

Klein said they got the 
children out safely, as well 
as their dog and two of their 
cats, but a third cat was 
unaccounted for. Also, he 
said he believed the upstairs 
neighbors had lost a cat. 

Lovett said at the scene that 
he was unaware of the status 
of any pets. Klein said he 
was unsure where he would 
stay that night, but he was 
put in touch with the Red 
Cross.

Lovett said the building 
was a total loss.

“They tried to stop it,” 
he said. “They couldn’t 
get to the third floor. They 
got to the second — a lot 
of clutter. With three lines 
in there, they were making 
progress until they got to 
the third-floor stairwell. 
Couldn’t make it — the 
floor was starting to col-
lapse. ... The guys did an 
incredible job for what they 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Offi-
cials say they are ready to 
restart vaccinating people 
with the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine as soon as the fed-
eral government gives the 
go-ahead.

At his regular news con-
ference Friday, Gov. Phil 
Scott said members of his 
administration would be 
paying close attention to a 
committee meeting held 
Friday afternoon where 
federal officials were to 
discuss the recent discovery 
of a blood clotting issue 

in a handful of people 
out of the seven million 
doses administered of the 
single-dose vaccine. States 
were asked to temporarily 
stop using that vaccine and 
no more doses were sent 
out while an investigation 
took place. States continued 
to use and continued receiv-
ing the vaccines from Pfizer 
and Moderna.

Federal officials were 
expected to create new 
guidelines for the use of 
the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine to avoid anyone else 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland City schools are weigh-
ing how best to spend nearly $17 
million in federal relief money.

Since the start of the pandemic, 
Vermont’s K-12 schools have 
received more than $500 million 
in relief. While a portion of that was 
dedicated to making schools safe 
and functional for students during 
this school year, the lion’s share 
remains unspent.

Ted Plemenos,  director of 

finance for Rutland City Public 
Schools, said the district initially 
received $475,000 in Coronavirus 
Relief Funds to cover pandemic-re-
lated expenses for the 2020 calen-
dar year. Those expenses included 
purchasing personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and cleaning 
supplies, reorganizing classrooms 
for social distancing, providing 
additional child care for employ-
ees, and various technology-related 
costs.

Subsequent relief packages came 

in the form of Elementary and 
Secondary School Relief (ESSR) 
grants, as part of last year’s CARES 
Act and $1.9 trillion American 
Rescue Plan signed into law last 
month.

In addition to $1.1 million in 
the first batch of ESSR funds that 
have already been allocated to sup-
port instructional intervention in 
the current school year, RCPS will 
have until 2023 and 2024 to spend 
the second two tranches of ESSR 
money — $4.5 million and $11.2 

million, respectively.
On paper, it may look like the 

district is receiving a large windfall, 
but Superintendent Bill Olsen is 
quick to point out it’s not a blank 
check. He noted initiatives must 
meet certain criteria, which can 
vary depending on the grant and as 
guidance from the state and federal 
government changes.

Allowed uses for the next batch 
of ESSR funds include: special 
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Budding trees line the street along Strongs Avenue in Downtown Rutland.

SPRINGTIME BLOSSOMS IN THE CITY
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The Rutland City Fire Department responded to the scene of an active house fire on Baxter Street in Rutland.

See Fire, page  A7

See Schools, page  A7

See J&J, page  A7
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Smoke settles onto local streets as firefighters battle to stop 
the spread of the fire to nearby houses.

Lovely, dark, deep
A copy of Robert Frost’s 

poem “Stopping by Woods 

on a Snowy Evening” written 

in Frost’s own hand will be 

auctioned next week by a New 

York–based dealer.  A4
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