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 � JUNE 4, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 8-2-3 and 3-4-6-4
Evening: 7-7-4 and 5-4-1-7
New York State
1-9-6 LS16 and 0-7-5-1 LS13
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Like us on Facebook 
to enjoy Rutland 
Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

Note to readers
Due to a change in syndi-

cation services, some of 

the comics you are used to 

seeing on these pages and 

in the Weekender newspa-

per have been discontin-

ued, while we have added 

others. In addition, we will 

be adding two publications 

to the Weekender paper in 

July, “Spry” and “American 

Profile,” which are produced 

by the company that formerly 

produced “Parade.” We’d like 

to hear your feedback about 

these changes and any other 

thoughts you have. Please 

write to our executive editor 

at steven.pappas@timesar-

gus.com. Thank you for your 

understanding.

Today
LEGO CLUB

Come build with our Legos and 

display your creation for the 

weekly theme.. 3-4 p.m. Sherburne 

Memorial Library, 2998 River Road, 

Killington, youthservices@sherbur-

nelibrary.org, 802-422-9765.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Thanks to $2.5 million in com-
munity development grants from 
the Vermont Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development, 
nine municipalities across the 
state are getting a boost, whether 
it be to build homeless shelters or 

update elevators.
“There’s no shortage of good 

ideas in Vermont and these grants 
are a great tool to bring them to 
life,” Gov. Phil Scott said in an 
announcement Monday.

Fair Haven received $200,000 
toward its long-term project of 
revitalizing the top floor of the 

town hall and transforming it from 
an equipment storage unit into an 
events hall and community center, 
said Town Manager Joe Gunter on 
Tuesday.

Earlier this year, Gunter said the 
roughly $600,000 project would 
cover a total overhaul of the heating 
system, installation of sprinklers, 

updating the fire exits and install-
ing an ADA-compliant lift to bring 
the building up to code.

“Seven years  ago,  this  was 
requested,” Gunter said in Febru-
ary, regarding the project. “In Octo-
ber, (the Select Board said) they 

Towns get $2.5M in grants
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Lt. Dan Gedney, of the Rutland City Fire Department, hangs from a window on South Main Street in Rutland Tuesday during training. Gedney joined 
three other RCFD lieutenants for bail-out training — which is a last-resort effort to remove a firefighter from a burning structure when all other 
options of egress are gone. The four will be training new members of the RCFD for the rest of the week.

Women’s recovery center to open
By STEPHEN MILLS

STAFF WRITER

A new statewide addiction 
recovery center for women 
— many of them victims of 
sex trafficking — will be 
opened soon by Vermont 
Adult & Teen Challenge.

A spring gala to celebrate 

the center and launch a 
capital campaign to support 
it will be held at the Killing-
ton Grand Hotel Resort on 
Saturday, June 15, at 4 p.m.

The women’s center is 
a response to the growing 
crisis of opioid addiction 
and sexual exploitation 

of  women who need a 
safe place to live while in 
recovery. The location of 
the future center is not 
being disclosed to ensure 
the safety and security of 
women.

In 2017, opioid over-
doses killed over 72,000 

Americans, a 45% increase 
on 2016, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control.

Between 2014 and 2017, 
officials estimate there were 
250 cases of human sex 
trafficking in Chittenden 
County, but the numbers 
are believed to be much 

higher, according to the 
Vermont Human Traffick-
ing Task Force.

The women’s  center 
would be the latest addi-
tion to addiction recovery 
services by Vermont Adult 
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Cecile Kouamolan, left, walks with her kindergarten class from Currier Memorial School 
around the wildlife pond at the Smokey House Center in Danby on Tuesday.

TRAINING WEEK

Proctor talks 
neighborhood 
watch, police

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

P R O C T O R  —  W h a t 
began as talk of forming 
a neighborhood watch 
turned into a discussion 
about increasing police 
coverage to address crime 
in town.

West  Street  res ident 
M i c h a e l  K i n g s b u r y 
addressed the Select Board 
at its May 28 meeting, say-
ing that given recent events, 
there might be a need in 
town for a neighborhood 
watch program.

Kingsbury said a number 
of incidents have occurred 
over the past several months 
that  have people con-
cerned. He alluded to the 
death of Alicia Harrington, 
44, of Rutland, whose body 
was found in early March 
inside a vehicle on Flor-
ence Road. Shawn Michael 
LaPlant, 28, pleaded not 
guilty later that month in 
Rutland criminal court to 
a second-degree murder 
charge filed in connection 
with Harrington’s death. 
The case is still pending.

Kingsbury also alluded 
to the May 18 death of 
Melanie Rooney, 31, of 
Proctor, who police said 
was struck and killed out-
side her home by a vehicle 
driven by her boyfriend, 
Anthony J. Reynolds, 48. 
Reynolds has pleaded not 
guilty in Rutland criminal 
court to several felonies in 
connection with Rooney’s 
death, manslaughter being 
among them. That case is 
also pending.

Recent events  as ide, 
Kingsbury said there have 
been other incidents over 
the years and he wondered 
if setting up a neighbor-
hood watch program might 
address some of them. He 
said he wasn’t sure about 
how to start the discussion 
and thought the board 
would be a good jump-
ing-off point.

“I know a number of 
years ago there was some 
talk of it, I’m saying 10 or 12 
years ago, but it never got 
off the ground,” said board 

Smokey House connects 
kids to farming, nature

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

D A N B Y  —  S t u d e n t s 
from the Currier Memorial 
School seemed to believe 
they were at the Smokey 
House Center on Tuesday 
having fun.

But there was a lot of 
learning and community 
building going on.

Breann Thompson, a 
fifth-grader at the school, 
said she likes partaking in 
hikes and activities available 

at Smokey House.
“We get to learn a lot 

when we go on the hikes 
and learn what they had 
here. … They like build 
tepees and stuff, which is 
up on the hill up there,” 
she said.

Thompson showed great 
patience as she was inter-
viewed, as she was clearly 
eager to go dashing off with 
her peers again.

Michael Luzader, who 
teaches students in fourth, 

fifth and sixth grades, said 
he thinks the outdoor activ-
ities help students learn an 
“appreciation for nature.”

“I think they see what it 
takes to produce food. I 
think they have a real great 
connection to the land. A 
lot of these kids live right 
around the corner from this 
place so this is kinda like 
their backyard,” he said.

Jesse Pyles, executive 

See Nature, page  A5

$200K FOR FAIR HAVEN PROJECT

See Grants, page  A5

VERMONT ADULT & TEEN CHALLENGE

See Addiction, page  A5

See Proctor, page  A5

Finals-bound
Teams from Black River, 

Otter Valley, West Rutland 

and Fair Haven are heading 

to finals.  B1, 3


