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“He didn’t appear to 

me to be facing any 

challenges or mental 

impairment, other 

than holding fairly 

extreme views.”

Attorney Richard Peters, who 
was assigned to represent the 

man accused in the Christ-
church, New Zealand, massacre 
that left 50 Muslim worshipers, 
men, women, children, dead at 

their mosque. — B8

Plea deal
New England Patriots owner 

Robert Kraft is offered a 

plea deal to plead guilty of 

soliciting, perform 100 hours 

of community service and 

attend classes about the ills 

of prostitution.  A2

Saturday
FREDDI  SHEHADI

Emmy Award-winning guitarist 

Freddi Shehadi with an all-star 

musical ensemble. 7-10:30 p.m. 

Dorset Playhouse, 104 Cheney Road, 

Dorset, info@dorsetplayers.com, 

867-5570.

Quarriers oppose changes

Seeking better use of food waste

Loss of accreditation appeal abandoned

Rutland report 
missed deadline

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — For almost 
three hours Tuesday, Rutland 
County residents and members of 
the slate industry, some sporting 
shirts emblazoned with “5th Gener-
ation Vermont Quarriers,” testified 
before the Act 250 Commission 
regarding potential changes to Ver-
mont’s land use law.

The new regulations would estab-
lish extraction baselines, repeal 
dormant quarries’ grandfathered 
status, require permits for changes 

to quarries while requiring quarry 
owners to inform others of their 
mining intentions and registra-
tion, and be added to the natural 
resources atlas.

“We believe these changes are 
unnecessary and will place a heavy 
burden on the slate industry,” said 
Craig Markcrow, owner of Vermont 
Structural Slate. “Slate quarries are 
valuable, legacy assets to all Ver-
monters — why enact legislation 
that will make them far less likely to 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Every week, 469 tons of food 
scraps are produced in Rutland 
County, according to the county 
solid waste district.

To better visualize that, said Carl 
Diethelm, outreach coordinator 
for the Rutland County Solid Waste 
District, know that one cubic yard 
of food scraps amounts to about 

half a ton.
“It’s pretty crazy,” he said Monday 

at a meeting of the Hunger Council 
of Rutland County. “But the cool 
thing is, not all of that is going to 
a landfill, a lot of it is being fed to 
pigs or chickens, being composted 
and even donated.”

Diethelm cited 2014 studies 
done by the district, and presented 
information on food waste along 

with Anne Bijur, education and sus-
tainability consultant for the Waste 
Management and Prevention Divi-
sion of the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation.

The Hunger Council of Rutland 
County is one of several in the state. 
Comprising dozens of local organi-
zations ranging from churches to 
businesses, the councils are facil-
itated by Hunger Free Vermont, 

a statewide nonprofit group ded-
icated to tackling food insecurity.

The council met Monday to talk 
about how to better reduce the 
amount of food being wasted.

The average American throws 
out about 4.5 pounds of food per 
day, Bijur said. The goal behind 
Vermont’s 2012 Universal Recycling 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

B E N N I N G T O N  — 
According to media reports, 
Southern Vermont College 
planned to appeal its loss of 
accreditation, leaving open 
the possibility the small 
independent college might 
continue despite announc-
ing earlier this month that 
its doors would close at the 
end of the current semester.

But that plan has already 
fallen apart.

On Tuesday morning, 
David Evans, president of 
Southern Vermont College, 
said college officials were 
withdrawing the school’s 
appeal of the New England 
Commission of Higher 
Education (NECHE) deci-
sion to withdraw SVC’s 
accreditation.

The appeal was based on 
conversations that the SVC 
board of trustees and Evans 
were having with a potential 
partner, who might have 

considered acquiring the 
college.

In a statement, Ira Wag-
ner, chairman of the board, 
said the trustees felt an 
“obligation to explore any 
avenue that would enable 
SVC to continue.”

“Fil ing the intent to 
appeal our accreditation 
decision last week was part 
of keeping that option 
alive for these discussions,” 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A Rutland man is saying 
the city needs to redo town 
meeting because the city 
report was late.

Mark Nowakowski filed 
a lawsuit in Rutland civil 
court this week claiming 
that the tardiness of the city 
report, which came out the 
week before the election, 
kept voters from being able 
to make informed decisions 
about the mayor’s race and 
the various budgetary arti-
cles. Everything on the city 
ballot passed, and Mayor 
David Allaire fended off 
a re-election challenge 
by Michel “Champlain” 
Messier.

“It’s just time for the city 
of Rutland to take back the 
city of Rutland, make it 
great again,” Nowakowski 
said. “This place was beauti-
ful. We had manufacturing 
jobs and fairly inexpensive 
rentals back in the mid-’90s. 
I came back nine years ago. 
I’ve been sitting around 
watching, and I’ve finally 
had enough.”

The lawsuit does not 

challenge the results of the 
aldermanic race, in which 
every incumbent seeking 
re-election was returned to 
the board.

“I feel most of the alder-
men are good people,” 
Nowakowski said.

Nowakowski, who said 
he is representing him-
self, offered a litany of 
complaints about the city, 
ranging from the condi-
tion of the roads to the 
court system’s handling of 
repeat drug offenders. He 
had little to say about how 
his perspective on these 
issues was altered by the 
city report, other than to say 
it seemed everyone in city 
government was asking for 
more money but not doing 
their jobs — one of those 
jobs being putting out the 
city report on time.

Vermont statute says local 
elections may be contested 
by anyone who was eligible 
to vote who can demon-
strate errors in the conduct 
of the election, fraud or 
“that for any other reason, 

ROBERT LAYMAN / STAFF PHOTO

Ben Theis, 5, rides his big wheel as he’s pushed by friend Lincoln Patterson, 5, down Spellman Terrace in Rutland on Tuesday afternoon. Sunshine 
and warmer temperatures brought many of the neighborhood kids out for an impromptu session of bike racing and other activities.
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Justin Charron, of Charron’s Family Maple, has been boiling sap since he was 10. Now 
32, he’s been in the industry for more than two decades. Pictured here, he pulls out a 
draw before testing the sugar content at his West Rutland sugar house on Thursday.

BIG WHEELIN’

SUGAR TEST

Fair Haven’s 
Craig Markcrow, 
of Vermont 
Structural Slate, 
speaks to legis-
lators in the State 
House’s Ethan 
Allen Room Tues-
day regarding 
the implications 
of changes to Act 
250.

JOSH KUCKENS / 
STAFF PHOTO

Lawsuit claims town 
meeting results invalid

SOUTHERN VERMONT COLLEGE

See Quarriers, page  A5
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