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 �NOV. 7, 2018 DRAWS
Midday: 5-9-1 and 3-6-2-7
Evening: 4-1-8 and 5-7-0-4
New York State
9-8-5 LS22 and 7-4-4-5 LS20

Megabucks: 13-16-22-26-27  
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Election wrap-up
Final race tallies from 

throughout Rutland County 

all in one place for simplified 

perusal.  A5

Girl Scouts sue
Girl Scouts take issue with re-

branding of Boy Scouts as just 

plain Scouts and the inclusion 

of girls in their organization.                                         

                                       A6

7 straight
Stowe boys soccer team 

continues its title streak with 

win over Twin Valley in a 

rescheduled D-III final.  B1

Saturday
DANCE SHOWCASE

Informal dance showcase with 

live music. Bonnie Watson, Molly 

Winslow, Devin Balcacer and friends. 

5 p.m. Stone Valley Arts at Fox Hill, 

145 East Main St., Poultney. 884-

8052. www.stonevalleyarts.org.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Rutland County voters were chomping at the 
ballot during Tuesday’s midterm elections, and 
town clerks reported high voter turnouts and 
long lines.

Wells Town Clerk Nora Sargent said 384 vot-
ers had hit the Wells Town Hall by 3:30 p.m., 
hours before closing.

“We had 112 absentees today,” Sargent said 
later. “Five-hundred and one out of 904 voters! 
That’s a lot for us!”

Secretary of State Jim Condos said though 

the results remain unofficial, voter attendance 
appeared high for a midterm election and 
should be a source of pride for voters in the 
Green Mountain State.

“Clearly many Vermonters are tuned in, and 
actively engaged in our democracy ... It’s possi-
ble that this year a record number of voters cast 
ballots for a midterm election,” he said.

Condos said that though the numbers are 
still being finalized and will likely change, state-
wide turnout safely hovered between 55 and 58 
percent, with around 276,818 votes unofficially 
reported in the governor’s race out of about 
486,752 total registered voters, Condos said.

“Election Day here in VT was a shining 

County sees high turnout
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In this July 13 photo, then Attorney General Jeff Sessions speaks in Portland, Maine.

Dems, allies 
gain majority 
to defy veto

By WILSON RING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — Demo-
crats and their allies in the Ver-
mont Legislature made gains 
in Tuesday’s elections, and are 
claiming a veto-proof majority 
in the House and Senate that 
could make it easier for them 
to pass liberal legislation that 
has been vetoed by Republi-
can Gov. Phil Scott.

Preliminary results from 
Tuesday’s voting show that 
Democrats and their Progres-
sive Party allies appear have 
reached a veto-proof majority 
in the House, winning at least 
100 seats, with the Republi-
cans holding 43. The Repub-
licans are expected to hold six 
seats in the 30-member state 
Senate.

In the current House, the 
GOP holds 51 seats in the 150-
seat chamber. A veto override 
requires two-thirds of each 
chamber, or 100 in the House 
and 20 in the Senate.

“In legislative races, there 
was a blue wave all over the 
state,” retired Middlebury Col-
lege Political Science Profes-
sor Eric Davis said Wednesday.

He called the convincing 

re-election win of Republican 
Gov. Phil Scott a personal vic-
tory for the governor, not for 
the GOP.

“The House Republican 
party is smaller, more con-
servative and sort of more in 
its bastions of northern Ver-
mont and Rutland County, 
and that’s not a formula for 
winning statewide,” said Davis, 
who has been following Ver-
mont politics since 1980.

While Scott shares the 
goal of helping Vermonters 
succeed, he has committed 
himself to ensuring that peo-
ple and businesses aren’t bur-
dened by increased taxes or 
fees or what he feels are busi-
ness-restricting state mandates, 
his spokeswoman Rebecca 
Kelley said Wednesday.

The governor, she said, 
recognizes that he will be less 
able to wield his veto pen, or 
the threat of a veto, to shape 
policy that will come out of the 
State House after lawmakers 
return in January for the 2019 
session.

“The dynamic has abso-
lutely changed,” she said. “The 

Sessions pushed from 
attorney general post

By ERIC TUCKER 

and MICHAEL BALSAMO

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions was pushed out Wednesday 
after enduring more than a year of blister-
ing and personal attacks from President 
Donald Trump, who inserted in his place 
a Republican Party loyalist with authority 
to oversee the remainder of the special 
counsel’s Russia investigation.

The move has potentially ominous 
implications for special counsel Robert 

Mueller’s probe, given that the new acting 
attorney general, Matthew Whitaker, until 
now Sessions’ chief of staff, has questioned 
the inquiry’s scope and spoke publicly 
before joining the Justice Department 
about ways an attorney general could the-
oretically stymie the probe.

Congressional Democrats, concerned 
about protecting Mueller, called on Whita-
ker to recuse himself from overseeing the 
investigation in its final but potentially 

Bob Fredette and Tom 
Haley are back with the 
last podcast for the fall 
season. It’s all about 
the final showdowns in 
football this week on the 
Herald’s Facebook page, 
iTunes or Podbean.

No clear voting pattern in county
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Gov. Phil Scott won every single 
town in Rutland County.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., almost 
matched that feat, but was edged 
out by Republican Lawrence Zupan 
in Mount Tabor (31-30) and Clar-
endon (519-440). Clarendon also 

kept Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., from 
a clean sweep, as the only town in 
the county to go for Republican 
challenger Anya Tynio (479-473).

The race for Rutland County’s 
three state Senate seats — in which 
Republicans Sen. Brian Collamore 
and James McNeil won alongside 
Democrat Cheryl Hooker, leaving 

behind Democrats Greg Cox and 
Scott Garren as well as Repub-
lican Ed Larson — was far less 
monolithic.

The Republican primary, in 
which five candidates vied for the 
three spots on the ballot, seemed 
to point to a division between the 
city and the outlying towns when 

Larson, a retired police officer and 
former Rutland City alderman, 
only managed to edge out Poultney 
Selectman Terry Williams because 
Larson’s lead in the city made up 
for Williams’ advantage in the rest 
of the county.

VERMONT LEGISLATURE

SENATE CHOICES
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Former Rutland County senator Peg Flory, left, helps aggregate polling results during a GOP gathering at Stonehedge Indoor Golf in Rutland 
City Tuesday night.

“I think there’s so much going on 

right now, between school safety, 

high taxes and health care, it’s got 

everyone wanting to participate.”

Pittsford Town Clerk Helen McKinlay
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