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Wreaths of honor
Volunteers laid wreaths on 

the gravestones of veterans 

in Castleton as part of a 

national effort.  A2

Neglect case
A woman and her son are 

waiting on final charges in 

the death of the woman’s 

mom. They might be charged 

with homicide.  A3

Wednesday
BELLS OF JOY

Traditional Christmas music and 

selections. Five octaves of bronze 

handbells and five octaves of hand-

chimes. Suggested donation $10 to 

$15 per person. 7-9 p.m. Wallingford 

Town Hall, 75 School Street, Walling-

ford, townadmin@wallingfordvt.com, 

802-446-2872.

Pressure mounts as vote nears

Chief quits, replacement does too

Board approves bakery grant

Man found 
competent for  
murder trial 

By LISA MASCARO 

and MARY CLARE JALONICK

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — House 
Democrats laid out their 
impeachment case against 
President Donald Trump on 
Monday, a sweeping report 
accusing him of betraying 
the nation and deserving to 
be ousted, as key lawmakers 
began to signal where they 
stand ahead of this week’s 
landmark votes.

What Democrats once 
hoped would be a bipartisan 

act — only the third time 
in U.S. history the House 
will be voting to impeach a 
president — is now on track 
to be a starkly partisan roll 
call Wednesday. No Repub-
licans are breaking with the 
president, and almost all 
Democrats are expected to 
approve the charges against 
him.

A raucous town hall Mon-
day in the Detroit suburbs 
put on display the nation’s 
wrenching debate over the 
unconventional president 

and the prospect of remov-
ing him from office. Fresh-
man Democratic Rep. Elissa 
Slotkin was both heckled 
and celebrated as  she 
announced her support for 
impeachment.

“There’s certainly a lot 
of controversy about this,” 
Slotkin acknowledged to the 
crowd of 400. “But there just 
has to be a moment where 
you use the letter of the law 
for what it’s intended.”

By LISA RATHKE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BURLINGTON — Hours after 
the police chief in Vermont’s larg-
est city resigned over using a fake 
social media account to heckle a 
critic, the mayor announced that 
the officer acting as chief revealed 
she too has used a fake account.

Deputy Chief Jan Wright told 

Burlington’s mayor Monday that 
she used a fake Facebook account 
to engage citizens in police policy 
talk.

Mayor Miro Weinberger said 
that while Wright’s fake account 
was different than former Burl-
ington Police Department Chief 
Brandon del Pozo’s, it highlights a 
widespread problem of leadership 

being caught in the web of social 
media.

“Given the circumstances the 
department is facing, I found the 
failure to raise this issue with me in 
the lead-up to today to constitute 
a lapse in judgment,” Weinberger 
said in a statement.

As a result, Weinberger named 
Deputy Chief Jon Murad the new 

acting chief and said Murad has 
“confirmed explicitly” to the city 
attorney that he has never used a 
fake social media account.

Wright was named interim chief 
of the department earlier Monday 
after del Pozo submitted his resig-
nation over backlash from using a 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Jupiter is rising over Mer-
chants Row.

The Board of Aldermen 
voted Monday to approve 
a $5,000 grant to help Jupi-
ter Rising Bakery relocate 
from Howe Center to 74 
Merchants Row.

“That was the old Body-
Tech  space , ”  Rut land 
Redevelopment Authority 
executive director Brennan 
Duffy told the board. “I 
think that’s been vacant for 

about a decade now.”
Duffy, in recommending 

the board approve the grant 
from the city’s business 
incentive program, said 
owner Tina Clark intended 
to add two full-time and sev-
eral part-time employees. 
The grant, which is funded 
through tax revenue from 
solar projects and aimed 
at helping new businesses 
start up and existing ones 
expand, was unanimously 
approved with no debate.

“We’re going to be doing 

some more retail,” Clark 
said.

Clark said she had been 
in Howe Center for seven 
and a half years, and that 
the bakery was on Cherry 
Street for 14 years before 
that. She said the move had 
been in the works for some 
time, though the location 
was a last-minute change of 
plans.

“I was supposed to go 
into Three Tomatoes,” she 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A local man was found 
competent on Monday 
to be tried for murder in 
the death of longtime girl-
friend, Trina Fitzgerald, 58, 
at their home on Madison 
Street in August 2017.

Randal S. Johnson, 60, 
was arraigned in September 
2017 in Rutland criminal 
court on a felony count of 
second-degree murder.

The competency hear-
ing on Monday in Rutland 
criminal court was brief. 
Judge David Fenster asked 
if both Rutland County 
State’s Attorney Rose Ken-
nedy and attorney Daniel 
Maguire, who represents 
Johnson, had seen a report 
that found Johnson was 
competent to stand trial.

Maguire told Fenster that 
based on the report, the 
defense was stipulating to 
Johnson’s competence.

Fenster said the report 
was “relevant and probitive” 
so he agreed to finding 
Johnson competent.

Maguire said he antici-
pated the court would ask 
what steps would be taken 

next and asked that a trial 
be scheduled no sooner 
than April.

Kennedy anticipated the 
trial would take no longer 
than four days, leaving Fen-
ster to tell the attorneys the 
court staff would be looking 
for a block of four days in 
April or later for the trial.

Johnson was charged 
with causing the death of 
Fitzgerald, whose cause of 
death according to a final 
autopsy report was ‘neck 
compression’, based on an 
investigation by the Rutland 
City Police Department fol-
lowing up on their response 
to an incident at the home 
of Johnson and Fitzgerald 
on Aug. 27, 2017.

The incident happened 
in a short period of time: 
Pol ice  arr ived around 
9:50 p.m. and spoke to 
Johnson and Fitzgerald who 
had been in a relationship 
for 12 years.

While she allegedly told 
police Johnson put his hand 
over her nose and mouth 
for about two minutes, Fitz-
gerald declined medical 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A group of domestic ducks forage at a farmstead along Route 140 in Middletown Springs on Monday afternoon.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A red barn reflects in a still-unfrozen pond in Tinmouth on Monday afternoon.

FORAGING AT THE FARM

GRAND REFLECTION

See Johnson, page  A5 See Bakery, page  A5

HOUSE IMPEACHMENT VOTE

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Vermont’s representative 
to the U.S. House hopes the 
Senate will call witnesses 
and seek information the 
House wasn’t able to get 
during its impeachment 
hearings.

House Rep. Peter Welch, 

D-Vt., spoke to his constit-
uents via conference call 
on Monday, days ahead of 
a vote in the U.S. House of 
Representatives on whether 
or not to impeach President 
Donald Trump.

Roughly a score of people 

Welch hopes Senate 
pushes for new info

See Welch, page  A5See Vote, page  A5

BURLINGTON

See Burlington, page  A5

Double Century
Proctor girls basketball coach 

Chris Hughes celebrated 

his 200th win at home as 

the Phantoms romped over 

Black River.  B1

Education
The Agency of Education 

unveiled online tools to help 

teachers work with students 

in synch with national testing.  

  A3


