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“It’s one of the 

strongest climate 

change laws in the 

world. It’s a heavy lift, 

but not as difficult 

as coping with the 

effects of severe 

climate change if 

action is not taken.”

Michael Gerrard, director of 
the Sabin Center for Climate 

Change Law at Columbia 
University, commenting on 

a new set of legal measures 
signed into law by New York 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo to address 
climate change. — A6

Wage hike OK’d
Far from being a done deal, 
U.S House Democrats voted 
to approve a minimum wage 
increase to $15 an hour. 
The measure now goes to 
the Republican-controlled 
Senate.  A7

Today
FOR THE K IDS

Bring your pre-schooler to enjoy 

story and craft time. The topic is 

post offices. A parent or responsible 

adult must be with the child. Ages 3 

to 5. Suggested donation of $5 per 

family. 10:30 a.m. Chimney Point 

State Historic Site, 8149 Route 17W, 

Addison, elsa.gilbertson@vermont.

gov, 759-2412.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., on 
Thursday explained his decision to 
call for President Donald Trump’s 
impeachment.

Prior to Thursday, Welch was 
reserved when it came to the 
topic, wanting to see the results 
of the Mueller Report and other 
investigations.

“On Jan. 20, 2017, Donald Trump 
took his oath of office, pledged to 
preserve, protect and defend the 
constitution, and in the 30 months 
since, I’ve come to the conclusion 
that he’s violated his oath, that he’s 
unfit for office and that he should 
be impeached,” Welch said during 
a conference call with several 
reporters.

Welch’s statements come a day 

after the House voted overwhelm-
ingly against furthering a resolu-
tion offered by Rep. Al Green, a 
Texas Democrat, to impeach the 
president, according to the Asso-
ciated Press. Democrats voted 137 
to 95 on furthering the resolution. 
The total House vote was 332 to 95.

According to The Hill, Welch 
voted in favor of moving the reso-
lution forward.

Welch said Thursday his vote 
was a procedural one to advance 
the discussion and not so much a 
reflection on what he thinks of the 
resolution itself. He said articles of 
impeachment would have to come 
from the House Committee on 
Judiciary.

“The conduct of the president is 

Welch calls for impeachment
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From left to right: Faith Holzhammer, Sydney Taft Cole, Katy Friesen, Milo Piovano and Jadella Rivers work on the latest Stone Bench Project at 
the Carving Studio & Sculpture Center in West Rutland on Thursday morning. This year’s bench concept was “keeping an open book.” The bench,   
made from Indiana limestone, will be installed at Maclure Library in Pittsford.

US takes down Iranian drone
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 

and ROBERT BURNS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — A 
U.S. warship on Thursday 
destroyed an Iranian drone 
in the Strait of Hormuz after 
it threatened the ship, Pres-
ident Donald Trump said. 
The incident marked a new 

escalation of tensions between 
the countries less than one 
month after Iran downed an 
American drone in the same 
waterway and Trump came 
close to retaliating with a mil-
itary strike.

In remarks at the White 
House, Trump blamed 
Iran for a “provocative and 

hostile” action and said the 
U.S. responded in self-de-
fense. Iran’s foreign minister, 
Mohammad Javad Zarif, told 
reporters as he arrived for a 
meeting at the United Nations 
that “we have no information 
about losing a drone today.”

The clash in one of the busi-
est waterways for international 

oil traffic highlighted the risk 
of war between two countries 
at odds over a wide range of 
issues. After Trump pulled the 
United States out of the Iran 
nuclear deal last year and 
imposed additional economic 
sanctions, the Iranians have 
pushed back on the military 
front, allegedly sabotaging 

Saudi and other oil tankers in 
the Gulf, shooting down a U.S. 
drone on June 20 and step-
ping up support for Houthi 
rebels in Yemen.

Adding to the economic 
pressure on Tehran, the 
Treasury Department said 

‘KEEPING AN OPEN BOOK’

Local suspect 
is allowed bail

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Pittsford man charged 
with accidentally hitting 
and killing his girlfriend 
with his truck will have the 
opportunity to be released 
on home confinement if he 
posts $50,000 bail, under an 
order issued Thursday.

Anthony J. Reynolds, 48, 
pleaded not guilty in May in 
Rutland criminal court to 
felony counts of involuntary 
manslaughter, first-degree 
aggravated domestic assault, 
second-degree aggravated 
domestic assault, grossly 
negligent driving with 
death resulting and leaving 
the scene of a crash that 
resulted in a death.

Reynolds is accused of 
causing the death of Mela-
nie Rooney, 31, of Proctor.

Police found that Reyn-
olds and Rooney, who had 
been in a relationship, had 
gone out to Rutland on May 
18. Police said they learned 
the two had been drinking 
and started arguing.

Police said the pair went 
back to Rooney’s home, 
where Reynolds got into 
his truck and left in a hurry. 
Reynolds allegedly told 

police that it wasn’t until he 
returned because he forgot 
his cellphone that he real-
ized Rooney had been hit 
and died.

“Rooney did not appear 
to be breathing, so Reyn-
olds checked her pulse via 
her left wrist. Upon feeling 
no pulse and not observing 
her breathing, Reynolds 
advised he panicked and 
left the area,” wrote State 
Police Detective Sgt. Tyson 
Kinney in an affidavit.

On Monday,  defense 
attorney Dan Stevens asked 
that Reynolds be released 
to his father’s home in Iras-
burg, where he would be 
under home confinement 
pending the resolution of 
the charges.

Rutland County State’s 
Attorney Rose Kennedy 
asked Judge Thomas Zonay 
to keep Reynolds in jail.

Zonay issued an order 
Thursday that concluded 
the Legislature had created 
a home-detention statute 
“as a cost-saving measure 
in cases where home deten-
tion is appropriate.”

“The court is mindful of 

Vague motion obscures suit
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

The Board of Aldermen 
voted Monday to open set-
tlement negotiations in a 
small-claims lawsuit.

You would not be able 
to tell that from the public 
record, though, because 
the motion approved by 
the board after it came out 
of executive session was to 
“authorize city attorney on 
discussed matter on dis-
cussed terms.”

Jenny Prosser, general 
counsel and director of 
municipal assistance for the 
Vermont secretary of state’s 
office, said Wednesday that 
while Vermont law requires 
votes — with the exception 
of real estate purchases — 
be held in open session, 
there are not require-
ments on the scrutibility of 
motions.

“The law doesn’t even 
address that conceptually,” 
she said. “It does come up 

a lot — this is not a new 
situation for me. It usually 
comes up in the context of 
personnel — they want to 
hire someone or discipline 
someone without saying the 
same.”

Prosser said case law is 
similarly quiet.

“We’re waiting for that 
case, I guess,” she said. “If 
the Legislature wanted to 
put some guidelines on 

See Impeach, page  A5

MANSLAUGHTER CASE

See Suspect, page  A5
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A turkey perches with a baby chick underneath its wing on a tree limb high above 
the ground in Ira recently.

MATERNAL INSTINCT

See Motion, page  A5

See Drone, page  A5


