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Another first
Already scheduled to leave 

office next week, Donald 

Trump is on the verge of 

becoming the only presi-

dent in history to be twice 

impeached.  A7

Vermont on ice
A few Vermonters and many 

who played college hockey in 

the state have played in the 

NHL. More on  B1

Sweet treats
It won’t be long before Valen-

tine’s Day is here again, and 

you know what that means. 

That’s right: Cupcakes! 

Heart-shaped cookies, too!  

                                     B6
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www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Note to Readers
Our business offices are 
closed today in observance 
of the New Year’s holiday. We 
will publish a paper tomorrow, 
Saturday, Jan. 2, however. 
Have a Happy New Year!
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Somewhere in Rutland history is an article about you, a relative or a friend playing high school sports. Or an ad for a place that brings 
back good memories.
Or an event you were 

connected to. Use this 
archive to remember the past and learn about our history. 

Crisis workers sound alarm

Food aid program ‘on pause’

Another candidate enters
mayor’s race in Rutland

Vaccine ration gets cut again

By MIKE DONOGHUECORRESPONDENT
MONTPELIER — Gov. Phil Scott 

said Thursday that the state of Ver-

mont will investigate to see whether 

police and fire personnel that are 

on the front lines for medical emer-

gencies can be moved up the list 

of people expected to get vaccine 

shots for COVID-19 shortly.
The comment came as the gov-

ernor, along with his staff hosted 

his 100th press briefing about the 

deadly pandemic since March.
The promise came in the wake 

of an outbreak at the Bennington 

Police Department that the Ver-

mont Health Department withheld 

from the public before Christmas 

and only became public this week 

when somebody with knowledge of 

the case reached out to the Ben-

nington Banner. Police Chief Paul 

Doucette confirmed he was one of 

six BPD employees — five officers 

and one civilian — to have a posi-

tive COVID test.

Vermont Human Services Sec-

retary Mike Smith said Thursday 

that Vermont State Police and 

municipal police across the state, 

along with county sheriffs have 

been bumped out of initial lineup 

for the vaccine shot.Health care workers, including 

emergency medical technicians 

By PATRICK MCARDLESTAFF WRITER
Everyone Eats, a program that 

provides food for Vermonters in 

need by working with restaurants 

that prepared the meals and farms 

that provided the food, was “put on 

hold” on Thursday as organizers 

identify new funding sources for a 

program they hope will continue.

Jean Hamilton, Everyone Eats 

statewide coordinator for South-

eastern Vermont Community 

Action, said the funding had come 

from federal CARES Act money 

that had been allocated to Ver-

mont and then provided through 

the Vermont Agency of Commerce 

and Community Development to 

SEVCA. An early concern was that 

CARES funding had to be spent by 

the end of the year, but after a new 

COVID relief bill was signed last 

week, the deadline for spending 

CARES funding was extended for 

a year.
However, Hamilton pointed 

out, with the great need across 

Vermont, the budget already had 

been exhausted.

“There was a great need and we 

matched our budget to what we 

could spend before Dec. 30,” she 

said.
Hamilton said Everyone Eats was 

designed as a multi-stakeholder, 

multi-impact program. In Rutland 

County, for instance, the Vermont 

By GORDON DRITSCHILOSTAFF WRITERMatthew Seager hopes to 
become a second-genera-
tion mayor of Rutland.

Seager, the grandson of 
former Rutland Mayor Gil-
bert Godnick, announced 
this week he would seek to 
unseat Mayor David Allaire.

This means voters so far 
have three choices in front 
of them in March, with 
Allaire seeking re-election 
and Alderman Chris Ettori 
having stated his intention 
to run against him.“I have a lot of passion 

for the city,” said Seager, 37. “I want to be a strong advo-cate for the city. I take what’s said about Rutland very personally. It’s part of my identity.”This is Seager’s first run for public office. He said he recognized that serving 
time on the Board of Alder-
men prior to a mayoral 
campaign was “the more 
traditional route.”“ W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 

straight policy-making and 

being one of 11, that’s important work,”  he sa id. “What I’m more interested in, and what I’m suited for, is using the soft power of the mayor’s office for making change.”Seager’s back-
ground is in education. He 
previously worked as a trav-
eling tutor for athletes and 
now runs an educational 
travel company that helps 

By ERIC BLAISDELLSTAFF WRITERMONTPELIER — Offi-
cials say the amount of vac-
cine coming to Vermont 
has again been reduced 
and they haven’t been told 
why.

At  Gov.  Ph i l  Scot t ’s 
Thursday news confer-
ence, Mike Smith, secre-
tary of the state Agency 
of Human Services, said 
nearly 14,000 residents 
have received their first 
shot of a vaccine for the 
novel coronavirus. The 
vaccines available require 
two shots, weeks apart, for 
maximum effectiveness.

Smith said 21% of those 
in the first phase of vac-
cinations, which includes 
those in long-term care 
facilities and health care 
workers, have received 
their first shot. He said 2% 
of the state’s population 
has now received its first 
vaccine shot.He said the state has 

posted a dashboard on 
coronavirus vaccinations 
that will be updated twice 
next week and then every 
day Monday through Fri-
day after that.The secretary said the 

hope is the amount of vac-
cine the state receives will 
accellerate during the next 
few weeks.

“ H o w e v e r,  I ’ m  c o n -
cerned because our federal 
vaccine allotments have 
been cut from what we’re 
expecting to what we’re 
receiving next week,” he 
said.

Smi th  sa id  Vermont 
will get 3,900 doses of the 
Pfizer vaccine next week, 
down from 5,850 doses 
received this week, and 
3,900 doses of Moderna’s 
vaccine, a decrease from 
4,000 doses this week. He 
said this reduction in the 
amount of vaccine the 
state receives can even-
tually have an impact on 
the state’s  vaccination 
timeline.

“We are reaching out to 
the federal government to 
see how these allocations 
can be increased to 11,700 
doses or more a week,” he 
said.

Two weeks ago, state 
officials reported Vermont 
would receive about 975 
fewer doses than expected, 
a reduction of about 20%.

The governor said offi-
cials are looking into why 
the state’s vaccine allot-
ment has been reduced 
again, and he hopes it’s 
temporary.“Because we’re ready to 

provide ... the vaccinations, 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Thanks to the generosity of Middlebury American Legion Post 27 members, the town of Middlebury was able to end 2020 with a drive-in fireworks 

display at Middlebury Recreation Park on Thursday evening to ring in the new year.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A Rhode Island Red hen forages along Field Days Road in New Haven with members 

of its flock on Thursday afternoon.

WELCOME IN, 2021!

BIG RED

First responders want vaccinations

REASON UNKNOWN

Seager

Mother roadFrom Chicago to Santa 
Monica, Route 66 opened 
to traffic in 1926. Get hip to 
this timely tip and take that 
California trip, get your kick 
on Route 66.  

B6

Right on timeHerald sportswriter Tom Haley 
looks forward to the positives 
that 2021 could bring.  B1

See Front Line, page  A6

See Eats, page  A6

See Vaccine, page  A7

See Seager, page  A7

ospital in Berlin has 

been using a system where a 

thermal camera reads someone’s 

temperature as they enter the 

 a ld a news event 
esday to talk about the system.

Due to the virus that causes 

COVID-19, hospitals have been 

taking the temperature of any-

one entering the building, as 

well as asking about any other 

 spread 
s. A patient that shows 

up with symptoms is isolated and 

treated.
Those temperature checks 

for the public prior to last week 

had to be done using an oral 

thermometer.

ich he fact that prop-

pital City already is assessed at 

ess than 85 percent of fair market value.

Property in Montpelier was assessed at 

98.24 percent fair market value in the after-

math of the 2010 reappraisal and while that 

figure slowly eroded it still stood at 95.26 

percent in 2015.That’s when the real estate market started 

to heat up and Montpelier’s CLA began an 

accelerated decline. In 2016 it dipped to 94.2 

�

�

�

See CVMC, page  A6

See Reappraisal, page  A6
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Mutant virus raises worry

GOLM volunteer passes at 100

Ed Coats is the 
man with a plan

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — More than 
26,600 Vermonters have now 
received their first shot of the 
novel coronavirus vaccine, though 
officials warn there are now two 
variants of the virus that have their 
attention.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s Tuesday news 
conference, Michael S. Pieciak, 
commissioner of the Department 

of Financial Regulation who has 
been analyzing the pandemic data, 
said cases have never been higher 
in the United States.

“With the country averaging 
close to a quarter million new cases 
on a daily basis,” Pieciak said.

Vermont has seen an increase in 
cases, as well. It’s no longer uncom-
mon to see new cases in the triple 
digits. There were 109 new cases 
of the virus in the state reported 

Monday and 167 reported Tuesday.
Pieciak said during the past five 

days, Vermont has seen more new 
cases than in all of May, June, July, 
August and September combined.

The death toll is now 158 in the 
state after two more deaths were 
reported Tuesday.

He said an average of more than 
3,000 people are now dying from 
the virus every day in the U.S.

R e g i o n a l l y ,  h e  s a i d , 

hospitalizations are up. There are 
currently 51 people hospitalized 
in Vermont as consequence of the 
virus and 10 of them are in inten-
sive care.

Pieciak said the data suggests 
the increased cases are because of 
holiday gatherings.

He said cases are predicted to 
continue to rise into early February, 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Last year, the Gift of Life Mar-
athon reached its goal despite 
COVID that kept some donors 
away, as well as blizzard that fell the 
night before one blood drive.

That success may be tied to the 
100th birthday of Mary Ojala, who 
died Monday.

Ojala was named as the lon-
gest-serving volunteer for the 
Northern New England Region in 
an article for the American Red 
Cross last year.

Because Ojala, who had been a 
volunteer at Rutland blood drives 

since before the Gift of 
Life Marathon began, 
turned 100 in November, 
the 2020 GOLM served as 
her centennial birthday 
party.

Before the 2020 GOLM, 
Ojala told the Rutland 
Herald why she was asking 
people who wanted to 
give her a birthday gift to 
donate blood.

“(A blood donation) affects a 
lot of people. None of us know 
how many. You might be saving 
one life or you could be saving 
several. It’s a very important thing 

to do,” she said.
Local ly,  Oja la ,  who 

lived in the Rutland area 
for many years, had vol-
unteered for about 33 
years after retiring from 
her time as the activities 
director at the Beverly 
Manor nursing home. She 
stepped down from her 
volunteer work when she 

was 93 but came back as a spokes-
woman for the 2020 GOLM.

She said in November that her 
fondest memories of volunteering 
were the people she got to know.

“I used to be at the table after the 

donors had given blood. I would 
be at that table where they would 
get coffee and some refreshments, 
and I got to meet a lot of nice peo-
ple. I’m still friends with them for 
years,” she said.

Her son, Carl “Gus” Ojala, said 
her family had been able to bring 
his mother home before she passed 
so she could be with her family.

“She always had a big heart. She 
loved her family and the commu-
nity,” he said.

After Mary Ojala left Jersey 
City, New Jersey, she came to love 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The Rutland Herald has a new pub-
lisher, its fourth in a 10-year period.

Ed Coats, 64, took on his 
new role Jan. 4.

“I originally grew up in 
Canandaigua, New York, 
which is  just  south of 
Rochester, but I’ve been 
just across the lake over at 
Denton Publications for 
the last 30 years, so this 
is pretty much home,” he 

said on Tuesday.
For the past six months, 

Coats has been a consultant for the Times 
Argus, which is owned along with the 
Rutland Herald by Brunswick Publishing 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A group of Columbia/Jacob cross lambs gather with their mothers at Cutting Hill Farm in Shoreham on Tuesday afternoon. The farm has 33 new 
lambs recently, as young as one day old.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A snow-covered pile of firewood ready to be split sits along the side of Carter Street in Benson on Tues-
day afternoon.

LAMBS DISCOVER WORLD

FROSTED FIREWOOD

Ojala

HERALD’S NEW PUBLISHER

Coats
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