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New sculpture
The latest addition to Rut-
land’s sculpture trail, a white 
marble bust of Paul Harris, 
founder of Rotary Interna-
tional, is set to be unveiled 
Oct. 6.  A3

‘Unfathomable’
United States coronavirus 
death toll tops 200,000, by 
far the highest such thresh-
old in the world.  A6

Fall sports OK’d to begin

Kilcullen renews city contract

Schools manage 
broadband issues

By ERIC BLAISDELL
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State offi-
cials say K-12 schools can move 
to “Step 3” Saturday which means 
the fall sports season can start this 
weekend.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s Tuesday news 
conference, Dan French, state sec-
retary of education, said schools 
are currently in “Step 2” which 
has more stringent rules for the 
operation of schools to help stop 
the spread of the virus. French said 

“Step 3” gives schools additional 
flexibility on how to implement 
those rules. He said school started 
in “Step 2” to get the rules in place, 
but the plan was to move up a step 
at the end of the month if the data 
supported doing so.

He said moving from one step 
to another depended on two 
variables: the overall state of the 
virus in Vermont and the ability of 
schools to implement the guidance 
from the Agency of Education.

French said there have been 

a handful of students who have 
tested positive for the virus after 
schools opened earlier this month. 
But he said it appears the students 
are bringing the virus with them, 
and it has not been transmitted to 
others yet.

The secretary said the agency 
measures how the guidance is 
being implemented by speaking 
to principals and superintendents 
across the state.

“Based on our review of these 
considerations, we are announcing 

all schools be placed on Step 3 
effective Sept. 26, which is this 
Saturday. We decided to make the 
transition date on Saturday since 
the change in step level is also con-
nected to our sports guidance,” he 
said.

French said schools in “Step 3” 
are allowed to play sports against 
each other. He said the fall sports 
season has already been cut short 
by the pandemic so state officials 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Police Chief Brian Kil-
cullen has signed on for 
another five years.

The Board of Aldermen 
voted Monday night to rat-
ify the chief’s new contract, 
which sees him through 
2025.

T h e  n e w  c o n t r a c t 
includes a  c lause that 

Kilcullen “shall not be 
required to enforce any 
federal law that is in conflict 
with any duly enacted state 
or local law.” Police Com-
mission Chairman Sean Sar-
gent said he and Kilcullen 
pushed for the inclusion of 
that clause.

“Increasingly, there is a 
divide between state and 
federal laws,” Sargent said. 

“For instance, marijuana 
usage is unlawful on the 
national level. In Vermont 
— I’m going to use the 
word ‘decriminalized.’ 
Would it be fair for the 
Police Commission to hold 
the chief accountable for 
enforcing federal marijuana 
laws.”

Whi le  jur i sd ic t ional 
disputes between federal 

and local authorities have 
popped up in several parts 
of the country regarding 
immigration, Sargent said 
that issue was not part of 
the thinking.

“I suppose it could be 
applied in any place where 
laws conflict,” Sargent said.

Kilcullen’s new contract 
puts his salary at $122,720, 
with increases mirroring 

those of other department 
heads. In 2015, he started 
at $110,011, with increases 
tied to those in the police 
union contract. The con-
tract includes five weeks of 
vacation as well, an accrual 
of eight hours of sick time 
per month, a $100 a month 
cellphone allowance and 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

City land records are 
going online.

“Mortgages, deeds, trans-
fers — anything to do, 
basically, with sale of prop-
erty, real estate property” 
are being digitized and 
searchable on the internet, 
City Clerk Henry Heck said 
Tuesday.

Heck said the city started 
digitizing records in 2008, 
and got as far back as 2006 
before the office got too 

busy to keep scanning 
older documents. He said 
the project will go back to 
1980, covering the 40 years 
typically required by lawyers 
for a “complete records 
search.” While those will 
then be accessible via a 
portal on the city website, 
Heck said in-office searches 
will remain an option.

“ Ju s t  because  we ’ re 
online doesn’t mean peo-
ple can’t or won’t have the 
opportunity to come in and 
search,” he said. “Some 

people are old-school.”
Heck said while online 

searching will be free, how-
ever, people will still have 
to pay a dollar per page to 
print anything out, just as 
they would in City Hall.

Heck said the project 
involves 260,000 pages of 
documents to be handled 
by New Hampshire-based 
d i g i t i z a t i o n  c o m p a n y 
Recordsforce, with the 
files then turned over to 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

The shift to remote and 
hybrid learning in schools 
across the state has made 
disruptions in internet ser-
vice more noticeable and 
inconvenient than ever.

S i n c e  M a r c h ,  m a n y 
Vermonters have been 
learning and working from 
home as consequence of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Along the way, the state has 
been forced to confront 
the spotty, unreliable and, 
sometimes, nonexistent 
broadband connectivity in 
its many rural communities.

According to Clay Purvis, 
director of the Telecommu-
nications and Connectivity 
Division of the Vermont 
Department of Public Ser-
vice (PSD), there are nearly 
70,000 locations across the 
state with broadband down-
load/upload speeds below 
25/3 megabytes per sec-
ond (mbps), the minimum 
standard set by the Federal 
Communications Commis-
sion. Another 18,000 have 
speeds below 4/1 mbps.

This spring PSD worked 
with Vermont K-12 schools 
to identify around 7,000 stu-
dent residences that were 
underserved or unserved 

by broadband.
The department used 

that  data to priorit ize 
getting service to those 
locations while schools 
scrambled to provide work-
arounds, including distrib-
uting wireless hotspots that 
accessed the internet via 
cellphone signal.

In the spring, Rutland 
City Public Schools part-
nered with VTel to give out 
dozens of such devices to 
students.

However, sometimes the 
best option was to have 
families to travel to public 
wi-fi hubs in communities 
or on school grounds — an 
option that will become 
even less convenient once 
winter weather arrives.

Also, Purvis noted that 
affordability is a barrier for 
some families.

Early in the pandemic, 
some internet  ser v ice 
providers were helping 
families log on quickly by 
waiving a month or two of 
service fees. Some ISPs like 
Comcast are still offering 
reduced rated for families 
based on income.

He said PSD is looking 
at a subsidy program that 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Alderwoman Sharon Davis mows her lawn Tuesday evening in Rutland City.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Purple asters bloom along Beaver Pond Road in Proctor on Tuesday afternoon.

TAKING CHARGE

BLOOMING ASTERS

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 

City digitizing land records
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