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Back home
The Castleton University 

football team plays its 

first home game in over 

a month on Saturday 

against Keystone College.  
                                   B1

Birds among us
While birds are more ac-

tive and more numerous 

in spring and early sum-

mer, fall and winter can be 

great times for birding as 

well.  
                                   C1

VSO seeks leader
With the departure of 

Jaime Laredo from 

Vermont’s professional 

symphony orchestra, VSO 

is tasked to find a new 

director.  
                                   D1
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AOE revises trace guidance

Police: City raid finds evidence

Steakhouse 
has new 

ownership

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

The state has updated its guid-
ance for conducting contact trac-
ing in pre-K-12 schools.

On Thursday, the Agency of Edu-
cation (AOE) released a revised 
memo intended to streamline the 
contact-tracing process, reduce 
in-school transmission of COVID-19 
and keep more kids in classrooms.

This school year, contact tracing 
— or the process of attempting 
to identify people who have been 
in recent contact with someone 
who has tested positive for COVID 
— has become a complex and 
time-consuming task for schools as 
cases have spiked across the state, 
including among children, due 
to the highly transmissible delta 
variant.

According to state data released 
on Oct. 18, 125 cases of COVID 
were reported in pre-K-12 schools 
during the previous seven days for 
a total of 978 cases since schools 
reopened this fall.

On Friday, the state reported 224 
new cases of COVID, with 47 hospi-
talizations, including 10 people in 
intensive care.

Some families have contended 

the contact-tracing process is 
burdensome and disruptive, and 
has led to increased learning loss 
among uninfected students who 
are required to quarantine outside 
school.

The new memo, which draws on 
feedback from the Vermont Chap-
ter of the Vermont Chapter of the 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A pre-dawn raid of two 
homes in Rutland’s North-
west neighborhood Friday 
found evidence of possible 
human trafficking, accord-
ing to Vermont State Police.

Federal, state and local 
law-enforcement officers 
executed search warrants 
this morning at two homes, 
on  Baxter  and  Maple 
streets, because of possible 
drug trafficking activity and 
the possibility some women 

might be confined at the 
Maple Street home against 
their will.

Members of the State 
Police Tactical Services 
Unit and a special response 
team of the Department 
of Homeland Security’s 
Homeland Security Inves-
tigations from the Boston 
field office executed the 
two search warrants at the 
homes, at 47 Baxter St. and 
at 146 Maple St.

According to a State 
Police release, the two 

homes were suspected of 
being linked by drug traf-
ficking activity.

Investigators had received 
“indicators” that women 
might be confined at the 
Maple Street home.

When police entered that 
home, troopers and Home-
land Security special agents 
found evidence indicating 
potential human traffick-
ing, including a padlocked 
apartment door and multi-
ple chain-link storage areas.

Law-enforcement officers 

found three women behind 
the padlocked apartment 
door.

Rutland City Police Chief 
Brian Kilcullen said two of 
the women were locals.

The release said that 
while the women did not 
appear to be injured, they 
were checked and cleared 
by medical personnel as a 
precaution.

At the time the release 
was sent, around 2:30 p.m., 
the women were being 
interviewed and a victim 

witness advocate who spe-
cializes in human traffick-
ing was on scene.

Kilcullen said Friday 
afternoon that law-enforce-
ment officers were talking 
to five people who had been 
detained after the raid but 
said at the time he spoke 
with the Herald, no one 
had yet been cited.

Kilcullen said he was not 
aware of any resistance from 
those at the scene nor of 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

One of the new owners of Southside 
Steakhouse started his career there.

Mark Williams is slated to take over the 
restaurant next month along with busi-
ness partners Patrick Norton and Chasity 
Galimi. The new owners were approved 
for a liquor license by the Board of Alder-
men this week and have a purchase and 
sale agreement with outgoing owner Wally 
Sabotka.

Williams, who owns Sam’s Steak House 
and Mr. Darcy’s Bar & Burger in Ludlow, 
said he started working for Sabotka at the 
age of 16, splitting his time between South-
side and Sam’s, which was also owned by 
Sabotka at the time.

“I worked for Wally as a kid in high 
school and I followed him right along,” 
Williams said Friday. “I watched every 
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At the Brown Covered Bridge in Shrewsbury, the Cold River flows under the bridge and downstream.
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In Shrewsbury, a horse grazes on wild greenery.
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See Southside, page  A5

See Raid, page  A5

See AOE, page  A5


