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An apology
In recent days, we have 

been featuring congratulatory 

pages to the 2021 graduates 

from area high schools. In 

yesterday’s edition, we high-

lighted Rutland High School. 

Inadvertently, the page 

included the former high 

school mascot — not the 

recently approved Ravens 

mascot. I did not catch it in 

the proofreading process. 

In emailed comments and 

online the Herald has been 

accused of taking a side by 

publishing the former mascot. 

In fact, the opposite is true. 

We have editorialized several 

times during the naming 

process, indicating that we 

support doing away with the 

Raider mascot. That position 

has not changed. I apologize 

to the Rutland community 

for the oversight on the RHS 

graduates page, and I take 

full responsibility for the error.

Steven M. Pappas

Executive Editor

World Cup set to return

Right notes hit at RHS sendoff

Rally takes 
on Critical 
Race Theory

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — The World Cup, 
when not canceled by a global pan-
demic, brings a welcome boost to the 
town’s finances and global profile, 
but this year it might lighten people’s 
moods as well.

Killington Ski Resort and U.S. Ski 
& Snowboard have announced that a 
two-year agreement has been reached 

for the resort to host the Audi FIS Ski 
World Cup (HomeLight Killington 
Cup). This year the event will take 
place Thanksgiving weekend, Nov. 
27 and 28.

In 2018, the event drew 39,000 peo-
ple, a significant number for the small 
mountain town.

“From a town point of view, as a 
police chief, it’s a phenomenal event 
because it attracts people of all ages, 

including families,” said Killington 
Police Chief Whit Montgomery on 
Thursday. “So it’s a really good event 
for a number of reasons; for the polic-
ing and the town because it attracts 
athletes, families and spectators alike.”

Events all bring their own elements, 
he said. The World Cup brings peo-
ple from all over the world, many of 
whom come back.

The World Cup was canceled in 

2020 because of the global coronavi-
rus pandemic, which is winding down. 
Gov. Phil Scott announced earlier this 
week that the state has vaccinated 
80% of its eligible population, and 
he lifted all remaining coronavirus 
restrictions.

The World Cup is a boost to 
the local economy for sure, but 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

The Class of 2021 bade farewell to 
the Rutland High School commu-
nity during a sunny late-afternoon 
ceremony Thursday on Alumni 
Field.

Families and friends were in phys-
ically distanced pods spread across 
the field as the 189 graduates pro-
cessed to their seats.

Principal Greg Schillinger wel-
comed graduates, telling them the 
ceremony was a celebration of not 
only their accomplishments, but 

“a celebration of the community 
that cared enough to support your 
efforts to get here.”

He then recognized all parents, 
foster parents, guardians and care-
givers in the audience.

“Thank you for all that you’ve 
done for your graduate and also for 
the school as a whole,” he said.

Schillinger reflected on the chal-
lenges of the coronavirus pandemic, 
recalling how empty the school felt 
when the students were not physi-
cally there.

“If the last 16 months have taught 

us something about school, it is that 
school is not a building. It’s not a 
location,” he said. “Rutland City 
Public Schools come to life when 
the students and teachers breathe 
life into them.”

Schillinger challenged graduates 
to take the skills they’ve learned at 
RCPS to become leaders in their 
community.

“When you look at your commu-
nity, you are looking into a mirror. 
What there is to like, you make pos-
sible. And what there is to improve, 
it’s up to you to make better,” he said.

“You have, right now, everything 
necessary to make this community an 
even better place than it already is.”

Senior Class President Giovanni 
Falco began his speech by congrat-
ulating his classmates for “making 
it through one of the hardest years 
in our lives.”

Falco said he drew inspiration 
from the Enlightenment period 
concepts of individual liberty and 
reason, which brought about social 
change, in addressing today’s issues 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

A rally at Vermont State Fairgrounds on 
Wednesday night addressed the issue of 
“critical race theory.”

A crowd of around 60 people gathered to 
hear a slate of speakers discuss their experi-
ences with CRT, which they claim is being 
taught in Vermont public schools.

The event was organized and facilitated 
by Gregory Thayer, of Vermonters for Ver-
mont (V4V).

According to a press release, V4V was 
started in 2018 “to educate all Vermont-
ers on the dangers of the Left’s public 
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Students of the Rutland High School Class of 2021 file into seats on Alumni Field as they prepare for commencement exercises to begin.
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Attendees of the “Vermonters for Vermont” Initiative Town Hall Agenda held at the Vermont State Fair-
grounds on Wednesday evening start out the evening with the Pledge of Allegiance before discussing 
Critical Race Theory with a series of speeches and a Q&A session.
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See CRT, page  A5

See Cup, page  A5

See RHS, page  A5

Coaching mentor
Otter Valley’s Mike Howe and 

Bellows Falls’ Bob Lockerby 

reunite in the dugout coaching 

in the North-South game.  B1


