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 � FEB. 21, 2019 DRAWS
Midday: 5-7-4 and 4-1-6-4
Evening: 8-1-8 and 9-7-5-0
New York State
6-2-4 LS12 and 9-6-1-1 LS17

 � FEB. 20, 2019 DRAWS
Powerball: 27-49-50-51-52 
PB:2
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“After decades of 

fighting to reduce 

harm from tobacco, it 

is astounding that we 

now face a renewed 

threat as dangerous 

as tobacco. We must 

help young people 

avoid addiction to 

nicotine and quit 

e-cigarettes.”

Editorial, A4

New boss
Legislature elects Col. Greg-

ory Knight to serve as adju-

tant-general of the Vermont 

National Guard.  A2

Odd weather
Las Vegas sees rare snowfall 

as the West Coast is buffeted 

by winter storms. Tourists 

seeking warmer days are 

disappointed.  A10

Saturday
FAT BIKE DEMO

Part of Winterfest. T-shirt and lunch 

will be provided. Demo bikes avail-

able. $30. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Pine Hill 

Park, 2 Oak St. Extension, Rutland, 

pine.hill.bryan@gmail.com.

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Two new companion bills in the 
House and Senate would launch 
a pilot program to test whether 
municipalities can function more 
effectively if they can make legis-
lative decisions on a local level 
instead of sending everything to 
Montpelier.

In the House, Rep. Mollie Burke, 
P-Brattleboro, proposed bill H.241 
in support of a municipal self-gov-
ernance commission to review 
and report on town proposals, 
and for the creation of a munici-
pal self-governance program that 
would empower 10 towns to enact 
whatever laws they want, so long 
as it doesn’t go against the state 

constitution, federal Constitution, 
a legislatively approved municipal 
proposal or certain state laws.

In the Senate, Sen. Jeanette 
White, D-Windham, introduced 
S.106, proposing the same.

Vermont is one of the nine 
remaining states to operate under 
Dillon’s Rule, which resulted from 
a ruling made by Iowa Supreme 

Court Justice John Forest Dillon 
in 1868. It required municipalities 
only operate with the express per-
mission of the legislative body and 
derive all of their powers from the 
state.

States  that  operate  under 
“Home-Rule”  or  the Cooley 

Bill to push local governance

PHOTO BY T.J. HOOKER

Matt Olewnik, of the Rutland Rocks Curling Club, center, teaches sweeping technique during the Curling For Kids event organized by the club 
and Wonderfeet Kids’ Museum and held at Giorgetti Arena on Thursday. Participants, from left to right, D.J. Tricarico, 10, Zaida Sargent, 9, Harper 
McKenna, 8, and Logan McKenna, 10.

City superintendent speaks at CU
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — As part of Cas-
tleton University’s celebration of 
Black History Month, Rutland City 
Public Schools Superintendent 
Adam Taylor spoke to students, staff 
and faculty in Jeffords Auditorium 

on Thursday about how to disrupt 
inequities in education, as part of a 
series called “Race Matters.”

“Every day is black history day,” 
Taylor began. “If you get to know 
your history, you will find that we 
all come out of the Sahara Des-
ert, and we’re all African when 

you get down to it.”
Taylor told his story of growing 

up in an “only parent” household, 
where he found he was black only 
because his birth certificate said 
“Negro,” which is how he identifies 
today.

He was raised in the projects of 

West Oakland, California, by his 
mother, and began his now 27-year 
career in education as a drop-out 
prevention specialist before becom-
ing an elementary school teacher, 
assistant principal and then a 

RUTLAND ROCKS (AND SWEEPS)

‘People I trust are my eyes’
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

PITTSFORD — Josh 
Tabor started losing his 
sight around the age of 3. 
By the time he was 11, he 
was using Braille to read. 
At the age of 16, he shot his 
first turkey.

“Both sides of my family 
hunt,” he said Thursday, 
adding that he learned 
to hunt from his father, 
Lance Tabor,  and two 
grandfathers, Bill Tabor 

and Frank Falco.
“Because I was visually 

impaired, I didn’t think I’d 
be able to do it,” he said.

Tabor has been hunting 
for 20 years, despite the fact 
his eyes can do little more 
than tell night from day. 
He said he has a condition 
called retinitis pigmentosa, 
and another health issue 
that affects his hearing.

Tabor said his father 
taught him hunting skills. 
Hunt ing  came  w i th  a 

learning curve for student 
and teacher, as they had to 
not only teach Tabor how 
to hunt, but find a way to 
make it work without the 
use of his eyes. Tabor said 
he learned to hang onto his 
fellow hunters’ backpacks 
instead of their arms as 
they stalked through thick 
woods. When it came time 
to take a shot, they would 
line up the sight for him 

Plan comment 
period will end 
first of April 1

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

WA L L I N G F O R D  — 
Those who commented on 
the U.S. Forest Service plan 
to create habitat for birds 
last year have until April 1 
to file any objections to the 
plan they might have.

Jay Strand, a planner for 
the U.S. Forest Service, said 
Thursday the plan calls for 
harvesting 15,000 acres of 
timber across the manage-
ment area over a 15-year 
period. The area is found 
in Bennington, Rutland, 
Windham and Windsor 
counties. Locally, the area 
impacted would be Green 
Mountain National Forest 
land in Wallingford and 
Mount Tabor.

Strand said the goal of 
the plan is to have between 
5 and 10 percent of the for-
est growth be between zero 
and 9 years old. Such forests 
are key habitat for animals 
such as deer, ruffed grouse 
and other species of birds. 
Private timber companies 
will bid on the rights to 
harvest, said Strand, with 
the profits the U.S. Forest 
Service makes going to the 

U.S. Treasury. In the Wall-
ingford and Mount Tabor 
areas, cuts are limited to 
5 acres. This accounts for 
about 1 percent of National 
Forest land in that area.

Strand said after the pub-
lic comment period last 
year, the plan was adjusted 
to decrease the number of 
logging roads needed to 
access the areas to be cut. 
He said people had con-
cerns about soil and water 
quality.

Other concerns were 
expressed regarding the 
amount of zero-to-nine 
year growth the plan would 
leave, said Strand. Some felt 
it was too much. Strand said 
given that the cutting will 
be spread out over a 15-year 
period, the actual amount 
of “early successional hab-
itat,” as it’s called, would 
likely never exceed 4 or 5 
percent.

Since the cut forest is 
being replaced by growth, 
not development and the 
timber being harvested 
w i l l  l i ke l y  be  used  in 
products and not burned, 

See Bill, page  A5

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

See Taylor, page  A5

HUNTERS WITH DISABILITIES

PROVIDED PHOTO

Ken Jones, left, hunts turkey alongside Josh Tabor, who is visually impaired. The two par-
ticipated in the National Wild Turkey Federation “Wheelin’ Sportsmen” program, held for 
the first time in Vermont last year. They hope to hunt turkey again this spring.

See Hunters, page  A6 See Plan, page  A6

Talking Pictures
Debo Mouloudji, who 

spent August as an artist 

in residence at Rutland’s 

77 Gallery, is back with an 

exhibition of her own. See 

the Talking Pictures video 

featuring Debo Mouloudji at 

bit.ly/0823DeboMouloudji


