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Herald videos and 
podcasts: facebook.
com/rutlandherald

“American presidential 
elections go on too 

long. This one arguably 
began on July 28, 

2017, just eight months 
after the election 

of President Donald 
Trump, when U.S. 

Rep. John Delaney of 
Maryland announced 

his candidacy for 
the Democratic 
nomination.”

Editorial, A4

In the news
One family’s ongoing strug-
gle as the pandemic worsens 
food insecurity.  B6

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 

Crowded field in Senate race

GE: Some laid off workers return

Vt. conservation 
seminars to get 
virtual facelift

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

It is a crowded field in the 
race for Rutland County’s 
three State Senate seats. 
Here is a breakdown of the 
candidates appearing on 
this year’s ballot:

Republicans
Rutland County’s senior 

senator is leading the Repub-
lican ticket as he seeks a fourth 
term.

Brian Collamore, 69, has 
retired from radio broadcast-
ing but still referees hockey 
games. He said the pandemic 
will dominate the next Legis-
lative session, with the main 
subtopics being the economy 
and running schools safely.

“I think everything else 
flows from that in many 
ways,” he said. “There’s an 
intersection to people being 
able to get their kids back in 
school and then work without 

worrying about childcare.”
Noting that Vermont has 

the lowest infection rate in 
the country, Collamore said 
he wants to reopen the state 
as quickly as possible, and that 
while he thinks the governor 

made sound decisions, he 
had hoped the state would 
have moved more quickly 
earlier than it did. While the 
economy is better than it was 
in early April, Collamore said 
it still needs to improve.

Collamore said it was hard 
to discuss what he thinks the 
Legislature should do next 
session because it is hard to 
predict what the situation 
will be in January. Assuming 
little has changed, he said, the 

first order of business will be 
where and how the Legisla-
ture meets.

“I favor strongly that we get 
back and start to meet again in 
person,” he said. “The Zoom 
procedure is working but it 
leaves a lot to be desired.”

Collamore said revisions to 
Act 250 would give the state a 
chance to ease local business’ 
pain by removing some restric-
tions and making it easier for 
them to develop faster.

“I’m a big believer that a 
tide floats all boats,” he said. 
“If we can get the economy 
perking again the way it was, 
that’ll be great for everyone.”

Josh Terenzini’s political 
career began in 2004, when 
he was elected the senior class 
representative to the Rutland 
City School Board. He served 
on the Select Board from 
2008-12 and returned to 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

A General Electric spokesperson 
has confirmed that the GE Aviation 
plant in Rutland is in the process 
of recalling hourly employees 
who had been laid off due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We are pleased that circum-
stances allow for this employee 

recall. We appreciate the commit-
ment of all our employees during 
this difficult time and we remain 
focused on protecting their safety, 
continuing to serve our customers 
and preserving our capability to 
respond as the industry recovers,” 
said the spokesperson in an email.

The company didn’t say how 
many employees were returning, 

over what period of time they 
would return, or what their roles 
within the company were.

The company employs about 
1,400 people in its Rutland County 
facilities, making it one of the 
area’s largest.

The company told the Herald in 
April that it would be temporarily 
laying off a number of employees 

because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. A message to Rutland GE 
employees told them to expect 60% 
of the local workforce to be tempo-
rarily laid off due to a lack of work.

It’s not clear how many employ-
ees the local plants actually laid 
off. The company did claim it 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — The 
annual summit for the 
state’s conservation com-
missions will be done differ-
ently this year, which orga-
nizers say is fitting because 
the central  theme wil l 
largely be about change.

“This year, the theme of 
the summit is conservation 
in a time of COVID-19, and 
really over the last six to 
eight months the works of 
conservation and local con-
servation in Vermont have 
really been fundamentally 
changed and it remains to 
be seen what that’s going to 
look like into the future,” 
said Jens Hilke, conserva-
tion planner with the Fish 
and Wildlife Department, 
and member of the Associ-
ation of Vermont Conser-
vation Commissions Board 
of Directors. “This summit 
is really getting at some of 

these changes that have 
been happening over these 
last six months.”

It was about six months 
ago that Republican Gov. 
Phil Scott called a state of 
emergency and enacted 
the “stay home, stay safe” 
order, which limited peo-
ple’s movements and the 
activities of businesses 
considered nonessential. 
The state has reported low 
infection rates and deaths 
in contrast to other areas of 
the country, but like else-
where, the economic and 
social impacts of efforts to 
control the virus’ spread 
have been severe.

This year, the Association 
of Vermont Conservation 
Commissions fall summit 
will be a digital affair, with 
speakers and panels spread 
out over the course of a 
few weeks.  The l ineup 
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A runner takes advantage of Rutland Alumni Field on Monday morning. Fall-like temperatures 
are certainly sending signs that fall is fast approaching. Today’s forecast appears on A2.

GOING THE DISTANCE

ELECTION 2020

Cavacas Collamore Courcelle Hooker

Lenchus Shank Terenzini Williams

Cox
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Members of the Rutland Garden Club plant bright fall flowers in Depot Park on Monday morning.

BEAUTIFICATION

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Don Billings says dinner 
out is about more than just 
the meal.

There’s the social ele-
ment, according to the 
chef and owner of Roots the 
Restaurant, but there’s also 
“energy.”

“I like energy and I like 

people to feel energy,” Bill-
ings said. “I was just trying 
to figure a way to create 
energy in a space, a restau-
rant, when most energy in a 
restaurant comes from the 
bar and the high top.”

A lot of that has been lost 
since restaurants reopened, 
Billings said, because social 
distancing requirements 

spread customers out in 
a way that dampens the 
business’ energy. Billings 
said outdoor dining during 
the summer has helped, 
but, Vermont’s changing 
weather will soon render 
that impractical. Looking 
for a way to restore that 

Roots looks to art and dining

See Senate, page  A3

See GE, page  A8

See Facelift, page  A3 See Roots, page  A8


