
Nightmare time
“Halloween Kills” picks up at 

the moment 2018 “Hallow-

een” ended. And, yes, Jamie 

Lee Curtis is there.  A8

 

Upset win
The Fair Haven field hockey 

team notched one of its big-

gest wins in years, upsetting 

Windsor 2-1 Wednesday 

afternoon.  B1

CASELLA OFFERS DEBT-FREE CAREER PATHS
Accelerated CDL Driving School – Absolutely FREE

Career Paths and Advancement Opportunities for ALL Employees

Great Pay, Great Benefits, and Meaningful Work

Learn more at casella.com/CDL-Training

Join our team and get on the road to a rewarding career, completely debt-free.

US to reopen land borders

Center has 
ideas for 
Lynda Lee

Board member appeals censure to state

By ZEKE MILLER 

and ELLIOT SPAGAT

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN DIEGO — Belea-
guered business owners 
and families separated 
by COVID-19 restrictions 
rejoiced Wednesday after 
the U.S. said it will reopen 
its land borders to nones-
sential travel next month, 
ending a 19-month freeze.

Travel across land borders 
from Canada and Mexico 
has been largely restricted 

to workers whose jobs are 
deemed essential.  New 
rules will allow fully vacci-
nated foreign nationals to 
enter the U.S. regardless of 
the reason starting in early 
November, when a similar 
easing of restrictions is set 
for air travel. By mid-Janu-
ary, even essential travelers 
seeking to enter the U.S., 
such as truck drivers, will 
need to be fully vaccinated.

Shopping malls and big 
box retailers in U.S. border 

towns whose parking spaces 
had been filled by cars with 
Mexican license plates 
were hit hard by travel 
restrictions.

San Diego Mayor Todd 
Gloria said the economic 
impact was hard to quan-
tify but can be seen in the 
sparse presence of shop-
pers at a high-end outlet 
mall on the city’s border 
with Tijuana, Mexico. The 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Greg Cox said Wednesday that the Vermont 
Farmers Food Center once again wants to rede-
velop the city’s most blighted property.

Cox, president of the organization that con-
verted the former Mintzer property into a win-
ter farmers’ market, went before the Commu-
nity and Economic Development Committee 
seeking support for a $20 million project that 
would cover improvements not just at the food 
center’s property, but also to the long-vacant 
Lynda Lee dress factory located behind it. The 
committee voted to recommend the Board of 
Aldermen give Cox what he was looking for 
that night — the more modest sum of $32,000 
to help pay for a feasibility study.

“This has the potential to change the face of 
Rutland,” Cox said.

Cox said his board was working with con-
sultants on getting new market tax credits to 
help pay for $5 million of improvements to the 
food center property, which would include a 
commercial kitchen, custom meat-cutting room 
and a workforce development kitchen. The 
consultants told them, according to Cox, that 
$5 million was small change to such programs 
and that the organization should think bigger.

Direct ly  behind the center  s i t s  the 
30,000-square-foot dress factory, a long-vacant 
property with contamination issues that city 
officials have called the most blighted property 
in the city.

“What could it be?” Cox said. “There is a 
distinct, critical lack of infrastructure for agri-
culture. ... The Lynda Lee would be perfect for 
co-packing. Value-added is on a major trajectory 
in Vermont.”

On top of that, Cox said, the building could 
fulfill the Rutland Area Food Co-op’s need for 
additional space, which would in turn help 
relieve the “food desert” conditions in the 
Northwest Neighborhood.

“We would double the gross sales of that 
co-op in a minute,” Cox said.

Cox said the portions of the project dealing 
with the food center property was effectively 
funded. Cox said a Phase II environmental 
assessment was underway at the dress factory, 
which had known asbestos problems, and that 
brownfields grants would likely be available as 
well as historic preservation money — he said 
it was one of the few art deco buildings in the 
region. He said they had hired former Housing 

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

RUTLAND TOWN — A 
town Select Board mem-
ber who was censured and 
stripped of his committee 
assignments after comments 
he made on Facebook says 
he has filed complaints with 
several state offices over the 
issue.

On Sept. 28, the Rutland 
Town Select Board voted 
4-0 to censure Select Board 
member Don Chioffi and to 

strip him of his committee 
assignments. This was in 
response to an exchange 
Chioffi had with Rutland 
City resident, Willuster 
Jones, on Facebook over 
the mascot being used by 
the local high school.

Jones had posted to the 
page “Rutland Vermont 
Think Tank” a comment 
that read, “People seem 
to  forget  Rut land has 
a l ready  made  a  name 
change. Red Raiders. Old 

Rutland pin. Go Ravens!”
His comment was in ref-

erence to the ongoing con-
troversy surrounding the 
Rutland City Schools mas-
cot, which is being changed 
from the Rutland Raiders to 
the Rutland Ravens, though 
it has not been a smooth 
transition. Jones’ post had a 
photo of an old pin bearing 
what appears to be an older 
version of the mascot.

Chioffi’s commented, 
“what the hell is a willuster 

jones? (sic)” Later in the 
thread he posted, “You 
and your opinion are just 
that — a singular view that 
means absolutely nothing 
to me — nor to thousands 
more — you are a puny 
whining minority bent on 
changing a proud history 
— the voters have spoken 
— birds need to fly away!”

Chioffi apologized to 
Jones at the meeting, but 
maintained that his use of 
the word “minority” wasn’t 

a reference to Jones’ race, 
but to the number of peo-
ple supporting the Raiders 
name over those backing 
Ravens.

Jones is Black.
The move to censure 

Chioffi was initiated by 
Se lec t  Board  member 
John Paul Faignant, who 
is also the town’s health 
officer. At the Sept. 28 
meeting, Faignant moved 
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A front yard Halloween decoration adorns a home on James Street on Tuesday afternoon.
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MONTPELIER — Polit-
ical and business leaders 
from across northern New 
England on Wednesday 
praised plans by the Biden 
administration to begin 
allowing people who are 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 to enter the 

United States across the 
land border with Canada.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
H o m e l a n d  S e c u r i t y 
announced late Tuesday 
that both the Canadian 
and Mexican borders would 
reopen early next month. 

RUTLAND TOWN

See Censure, page  A5

Reopening plan widely 
praised in New England

See Reopen, page  A5 See Border, page  A5

See Factory, page  A5


