
Police grants delayed

Springfield Medical CEO resigns

Farm Bill aids Vt. dairy

Superintendent 
eyeing mentor 
program at RMS

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

Certain funding sources for 
school resource officers and drug 
enforcement is on hold while the 
Department of Justice sorts out 
legal disputes over tying the fund-
ing to immigration law compliance.

Vermont’s top officials haven’t 
seen eye-to-eye with the Trump 
administration over immigration. 

In March 2017, Gov. Phil Scott 
signed into law S. 79, making the 
governor the only person in the 
state who can authorize agree-
ments with federal authorities 
letting them tap local, county or 
state law enforcement personnel to 
help enforce federal immigration 
law. This was done in response to 
executive orders President Donald 
Trump signed in January of that 

year.
“The way Senator (Patrick) 

Leahy sees it, the Trump admin-
istration is again proving that it 
believes it can write its own laws 
to pursue its misguided agenda,” 
said David Carle, a spokesman for 
Leahy. “Many of its attempts to 
block the flow of federal funds to 
law enforcement agencies around 
the country, based on erroneous 

claims about immigration enforce-
ment, have already been blocked 
by the courts. Where the Trump 
administration has been successful, 
it has denied critical public safety 
dollars to state and local police 
departments and undermined 
public protection.”

Among those left waiting are the 

By JEFF EPSTEIN

EAGLE TIMES

SPRINGFIELD — Tim Ford is 
out as the chief executive officer of 
Springfield Medical Care Systems 
(SMCS), the parent company of 
Springfield Hospital, the company 
announced Wednesday.

The company accepted Ford’s 
immediate resignation, it said in a 
statement, but did not give a spe-
cific reason for Ford’s departure, 
which follows the resignation a 
week ago of the company’s chief 

financial officer, Scott 
Whittemore.

Ford and hospital direc-
tors could not be reached 
for comment Wednesday.

The company’s Chief 
of Practice Operations, 
Josh Dufresne, will serve 
as the primary adminis-
trative contact for SMCS 
and Springfield Hospital 
until an interim CEO and CFO are 
named, the company said.

Ford’s exit is the latest in a series 

of events that have indi-
cated serious financial 
problems at the hospital. 
At  recent  publ ic  and 
private meetings, several 
current employees at the 
hospital have told stories 
of unpaid bills, low morale 
and confus ion about 
the company’s financial 
position.

Vendors have reported slow 
payment or no payment for ser-
vices provided to the hospital, and 

emergency service workers now 
employed by Emergency Services 
of New England, Inc. of Chester are 
worried about the hospital’s plan to 
change next spring to Bluewater 
Emergency Partners of Brunswick, 
Maine.

“This is an important time as 
we take a closer look at our health 
system’s operations and long-term 
needs to ensure we are positioned 
to serve the community well into 

By JOHN DILLON

VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

The U.S. House voted 
Wednesday afternoon to 
pass a compromise farm bill 
that boosts protections for 
smaller-sized dairy farms.

The bill, which revamps 
an existing dairy insurance 
program, had cleared the 
U.S. Senate on Tuesday.

Diane Bothfeld, director 
of administrative services 
and da i r y  po l icy  w i th 
the Vermont Agency of 

Agriculture, said the insur-
ance program kicks in when 
the spread between the 
farm’s feed cost and the 
price they’re paid for milk 
gets beyond a certain point. 
The bill widens the spread 
to help smaller producers.

“And the ability to insure 
that higher margin is posi-
tive for smaller farms, who 
may have higher costs for 
supplies because they buy 
small amounts,” Bothfeld 
said. “They can’t buy things 

in bulk, because they don’t 
need that, so sometimes 
their costs are higher on 
smaller farms.”

The compromise bill also 
lowers the premiums farms 
will pay for the insurance 
program. Bothfeld says new 
rules will have to be written 
for the program and that 
producers will probably be 
able to enroll sometime this 
spring.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Rutland City Schools 
Superintendent  Adam 
Ta y l o r  a n n o u n c e d  a t 
Thursday’s Project VISION 
meeting a new program 
designed to help Rutland 
Middle School students 
deal with emotional prob-
lems and poverty.

Taylor said there had 
been a “wave of kids sent 
for crisis support (for) self-
harm, potential suicide, 
crisis at home” at RMS.

“We need caring, loving, 
nurturing adults to come 
tutor, to mentor, to be aunts 
and uncles to our kids, 
to support them, not aca-
demically. First we have to 
support them emotionally. 
We have to give them the 
things that they’re looking 
for,” he said.

Still in its early stages, 
Project Wrap-Around Life 
in the Middle would start at 
RMS but could expand to 
other schools in the district 
or other school districts in 
the area.

Taylor suggested adult 
volunteers would serve in a 
mentor capacity, developing 

relationships with students 
and showing an interest in 
them. But Taylor said vol-
unteers would be screened 
to prevent adults from 
entering the program who 
were seeking inappropriate 
relationships with students.

He said it was part of his 
effort to make Rutland a 
model for education.

“We have great staff. We 
have phenomenal kids but 
we also live in a community 
that’s in crisis,” Taylor said.

Taylor said Rutland was 
fifth in poverty among the 
Vermont schools that have 
federal ly - funded meal 
programs.

He said the concerns 
about poverty explained 
his reluctance to close the 
schools because of snow.

“If I can forego a snow 
day, I’m not calling it. Our 
kids come to school for 
warmth. They come to eat, 
too, sometimes three meals 
a day. They come to be 
loved and I can’t guarantee 
their safety at home,” he 
said.

Taylor said he envisioned 
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Sara Miranda serves a Flash’s Hunting Lager at Rutland City Beer Works’ new location in the Mountain Green Resort in Killington during their 
opening day Thursday afternoon.
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A mysterious painting by an unknown artist depicting special counsel Robert Mueller 
appeared this week on the campus of Vermont College of Fine Arts in Montpelier.
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Tourney time
Proctor, Otter Valley boys 
basketball teams victorious 
in Bob Abrahamson Tourna-
ment action.  B1

VPA awards
Rutland Herald and Times 
Argus take home awards at 
the Vermont Press Asso-
ciation’s annual meeting in 
Montpelier.  A2

Apple in Austin
Apple plans to build a $1 bil-
lion campus in Austin, Texas, 
that will create at least 5,000 
jobs ranging from engineers 
to call-center agents.  A7

Bomb hoax
Reported bomb threats 
in Vermont were among 
numerous nationwide that 
have been deemed a hoax 
by law enforcement.  B8

Sunday
CAROLS AND 

COOKIES

Holiday sing-along and cookie 

exchange. Bring 30 homemade 

holiday cookies and go home with 

assorted holiday cookies. 2:30-4 p.m. 

The Sparkle Barn, 1509 Route 7, 

Wallingford, info@thesparklebarn-

shop.com, 446-2044.
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