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‘Model’s’ claim
A Belarusian model who 

claims to have audio and 

video recordings linking the 

Trump campaign to Russia 

has said she has made a 

deal to turn the material over 

to Russian oligarch Oleg 

Deripaska.  
                                     A5 

Not just a wall
This business about the 

wall on our Mexico border 

is about things that are 

larger than immigration 

from Central America.  
                                  C5

Staying power
Local produce remains on 

the food scene in winter 

— with a couple surprises.  
                                 C1

JAGfest 3.0
An annual festival 

presents the work of 

African-American women 

next weekend.  
                                  D1
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By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

KILLINGTON — Cas-
tleton University will take 
over the Killington School 
of Resort Management this 
fall, according to a Friday 
announcement.

For the past 18 years, 
Green Mountain College 
has worked with Killing-
ton and Pico to cultivate 
a three-year bachelor’s 
degree program in the 
fields of hospitality and 
business.

The program was started 

in 2001 and directed by 
GMC professor of busi-
ness and economics Frank 
Pauzé, but GMC President 
Bob Allen announced last 
month that the Poultney 
college would close at the 
end of the spring semester, 
so Castleton decided to take 
up the mantle and keep the 
program alive.

“Whi le  we’re  sad  to 
see our relationship with 
Green Mountain College 
end, we’re happy to have 
Castleton University step 
up and open their doors to 

GMC students,” said Mike 
Solimano, president and 
general manager of Killing-
ton Resort and Pico Moun-
tain. “We’re thrilled to 
have Castleton as a partner 
in our new version of our 
innovative and truly unique 
B.S. degree in Resort and 
Hospitality Management.

Solimano said, “Like 
GMC’s program, Castle-
ton plans to incorporate 
practical experience in the 
resort industry. Currently, 

Castleton to run resort school
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Camden Buzzell, first-grader at Neshobe School, proudly points to his name tag beneath his most recent untitled picture, of a face, complete with 
googly eyes, twigs, pine cones and yarn. Buzzell was among the many students from the Rutland Northeast Supervisory Union who had artwork on 
display for the opening reception at the Brandon Artists Guild Friday night in Brandon. The guild annually hosts students work in February.

Vt. House passes e-cigarette tax
By LISA RATHKE

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER — The 
Vermont House on Friday 
passed legislation that 
would impose a 92 percent 
excise tax on e-cigarettes 
as a way to dissuade teen-
agers from vaping.

U.S .  heal th of f ic ia l s 
recently called the surge 
of young people using 
e-cigarettes an “epidemic,” 
and products like Juul and 
other e-cigarettes are now 
the top high-risk substance 
used by teens, according 
to U.S. figures.

Republican Gov. Phil 
Scott said in his budget 
address late last month 
that he supported such a 
tax.

“What we know is that 
these  e - c igare t te s  are 
incredib ly  addic t i ve , ” 
said Rep. George Till, a 

Democrat from Jericho. 
“Nicotine is very addictive. 
These deliver more nico-
tine than regular tobacco 
products do and we know 
that kids who start with 
these are four times more 
likely to become regular 
smokers.”

According to the Public 
Health Law Center, nine 
states and the District of 
Columbia have a tax on 
e-cigarettes as of this fall. 
A number of other states 
have considered or are 

HIS NAME ON THE WALL

Bill proposed to create fund
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

A new House bill would 
create a fund to support 
P l a n n e d  P a r e n t h o o d 
centers around the state 
with an excise tax on all 
erectile dysfunction med-
icat ions ,  according to 
Rep. Michael Mrowicki, 
D-Putney.

“This is the second time 

i t s  been  in t roduced , ” 
Mrowicki said. “Our con-
cerns are what is happen-
ing in Washington D.C., 
with women’s health care. 
We want women to know 
we’re going to back them 
and be there for them.”

Mrowicki said the idea 
for the bill was inspired 
by his family — his two 
adult daughters and his 

wife,  al l  of whom have 
cultivated a healthy rela-
t ionship with Planned 
Parenthood.

The fund would create 
a financial pool directly 
benefiting all family plan-
ning and women’s repro-
ductive health centers.

The  dec i s ion  to  t ax 
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A squirrel peers over large ice chunks Friday afternoon, perhaps looking for an acorn 
it buried last year before the landscape was covered in ice leftover from last week’s 
flooding in Clarendon.
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The Killington School of Resort Management, pictured in 
January, will become a division of Castleton University when 
Green Mountain College closes later this year.

PLANNED PARENTHOOD SUPPORT

See School, page  A6

By DAVID DELCORE

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Mem-
bers of a House committee 
have set the stage for a floor 
vote on a bill that calls for a 
one-year delay in the imple-
mentation of Vermont’s 
school district consolida-
tion law.

Members of the House 
Educat ion Commit tee 
capped Friday’s seven-hour 
session by voting, 7-2, to 
forward the bill and their 
negative recommendation 
to the full House for its con-
sideration next week.

Hours after rejecting the 
bill and an amendment its 
lead sponsor proposed at 
the start of the day, mem-
bers concluded an amend-
ment that was drafted on 
the fly in hopes of broker-
ing an elusive compromise 
raised more questions than 
it answered.

“This is complex, it’s 
difficult, it’s hard and it’s 
distressing to figure out 
what the right path is,” said 
Chairwoman Rep. Webb, 
D-Shelburne, who spent 
much of the day holding 

out hope the committee 
could come up with lan-
guage a majority of its mem-
bers could get behind.

That hope faded after 
Webb reviewed the hast-
ily drafted proposal that 
included the requested 
extension and a token 
incentive for districts that 
have been ordered to merge 
and do so by July 1. How-
ever, the bill didn’t indicate 
how and by whom the deci-
sion to select a launch date 
would be made, prompting 
a flurry of questions from 
Rep. Peter Conlon, D-Corn-
wall, and others.

Would voters of a merged 
district decide? If so, would 
they do so collectively or 
individually? Would it be 
left to the discretion of the 
school board, and if it was, 
would it be the new board 
or the ones that currently 
exist?

“We’ve entered a pol-
icy world that we’re not 
equipped to address this 
afternoon,” Conlon said.

Rep. Dylan Giambatista, 

Bill calls for 
year delay on 
Act 46 mergers

See Act 46, page  A6

See Tax, page  A6

See Bill, page  A6


