
Drug bust yields five arrests

Omicron variant has officials watchful

Boosters detail 
role in school 

uniform purchases

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A Rutland man is being held in 
jail after being arrested Nov. 24 with 
about half a kilogram of cocaine 
that had an estimated street value 
of about $75,000, according to 
police.

Four local residents, a man from 
Massachusetts and a woman from 
New York, are facing criminal 
charges based on the investigation 
in Rutland City that focused on a 
Killington Avenue home.

A news release issued Monday 
stated the alleged drug sales were 
investigated by officers with the 
Rutland City Police Department, 
the Vermont State Police Field 
Force Division, the Vermont Drug 
Task Force and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Lawrence Jackson, 50, of Rut-
land, was arraigned in Rutland 
criminal court on one felony 
count of trafficking cocaine, three 
felony counts of selling cocaine 
and one misdemeanor count each 

of cocaine possession and being a 
felon in possession of a firearm.

Jackson, who pleaded not guilty, 
was ordered held without bail.

For the felonies, Jackson was 
charged as a habitual offender, a 
sentencing enhancement under 
which a person convicted of three 
or more felonies could be, if con-
victed of another felony charge, 
sentenced to up to life in prison. 
Paperwork filed in Jackson’s case 
said he has nine felony convictions, 
dating back to 1988, mostly for 

drug-related charges.
In an affidavit, Jackson was 

described as having a lengthy crim-
inal history in New York, including 
a recent conviction for possessing 
cocaine with the intent of selling it 
on Nov. 10.

Others were arrested and cited or 
charged during the investigation.

Reginald Watson, 45, of Rutland, 
was arrested on a warrant for credit 
card fraud.
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Health care leaders in 
Vermont say they are pre-
paring to respond to omi-
cron, the latest identified 
variant of the COVID-19 
virus, although it hadn’t 
been identified in the state 
as of Monday afternoon.

Information posted by 
the World Health Organiza-
tion on omicron on Sunday 
stated scientists are not yet 
sure whether the variant 
is more easily spread or 
causes more severe disease 

than the initial virus or the 
delta variant. There also 
are no answers yet about 
how effectively vaccines will 
contain it, but there is some 
preliminary evidence of a 
greater risk that omicron 
may reinfect patients who 
have had COVID before.

A statement from Dr. 
Mark Levine, the com-
missioner of the Vermont 
Department of Health, 
directed Vermonters to 
healthvermont.gov/MyVac-
cine so they can get vacci-
nated or schedule a booster.

“Right now, vaccines are 
still our best defense against 
COVID-19. If you have not 
yet gotten your vaccine or 
booster shot, now is the 
time. Both take about two 
weeks to be fully effective, 
and as we get further into 
the holiday season, the 
more people who are pro-
tected, the better off we will 
all be,” he said.

Dr. Rick Hildebrant, chief 
medical information officer 
for Rutland Regional Med-
ical Center, said COVID 
has mutated into variants 

before and it’s expected to 
happen again.

“We’ve seen that this is 
a virus that is susceptible 
to mutation and with each 
mutation, it can pose new 
challenges to us. There’s 
still a lot we don’t know 
about the omicron variant. 
There are concerns around 
its level of transmissibility 
or how likely it is to spread 
from one person to another. 
We know that, as an exam-
ple, delta was much more 
transmissible than the native 
COVID-19 virus,” he said.

There are concerns, 
however, because there 
are many cases and rapid 
spread in places where omi-
cron has been identified, he 
added.

Hildebrant encouraged 
Vermonters to get their 
vaccines ,  a l though he 
acknowledged there is 
more to learn about how 
the omicron variant will 
respond.

“The real purpose of get-
ting a vaccine is to prevent 

By JIM SABATASO
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The quest ion of  the 
nature of Rutland High 
School’s relationship with 
its Booster Club loomed 
large in a recent committee 
meeting of Rutland City 
School Commissioners.

Meeting on Nov.  17, 
members of a committee 
charged with exploring the 
implementation of a plan 
to transition Rutland City 
Public Schools to its new 
mascot and team name, 
found themselves looking 
for clarity on the role the 
RHS Booster Club plays in 

purchasing uniforms for 
the school’s athletic teams.

Q u e s t i o n s  a r o s e  a s 
Superintendent Bill Olsen 
presented a list of team 
uniforms that still feature 
either the “Raider” name 
or arrowhead logo. Pres-
ently, 11 teams have either 
the name or logo on their 
uniforms; the remainder 
of uniforms simply have 
“Rutland.”

The estimated total cost 
for replacing those uni-
forms was $158,000.

A t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ’s 
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Killington Mountain hosted the fifth annual HomeLight Killington Cup women’s Alpine skiing event this weekend. For more coverage, see page B1.
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At dusk, historic Downtown Rutland is pictured with snowy mountain peaks seen in 
the distance.
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This will probably not 

come as a surprise: 

There are not a lot 

of print facilities in 

Vermont willing or 

able to work all night.

Editorial, A4

First day
Vermont high school winter 

sports practices started on 

Monday across the state 

in preparation for 2021-22 

season.  B1

Check it out online at 
www.rutlandherald.com/archive
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