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Big Race
The 43rd edition of the 

Crowley Brothers Memo-

rial Road Races takes 

place Sunday.  
                                  B1

Un-blocked
An injunction that blocked 

construction of the Key-

stone XL oil pipeline from 

Canada to the U.S. has 

been lifted.  B5

Facing truth
War is surely a fright-

ening prospect, but the 

truth must be faced, as 

(Edward R.) Murrow and 

his team proved.  C5

In with the new
New Music on the Point 

presents “Sounds of the 

Earth,” a festival celebrat-

ing the music of John Lu-

ther Adams and featuring 

Vermont musicians.  D1
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Insta

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

Former Rutland Southwest Supervi-
sory Union Superintendent Judith Pul-
linen might come out of retirement to 
serve as interim superintendent for the 
Greater Rutland County Supervisory 
Union while the district searches for 
a new leader, according to Matt Bran-
chaud, chairman of the GRCSU board 
and the Rutland Town School board.

In a meeting Monday evening, the 
Greater Rutland County Supervisory 

Union board voted to offer the interim 
job to Judith Pullinen, though Bran-
chaud said he hasn’t spoken with her 
since then, and the contract has yet to 
be finalized.

With Superintendent Debra Tay-
lor’s intended departure a year before 
her contract expires, Branchaud said 
the district has started its nationwide 
search with the assistance of a job 
search coordinator through the Ver-
mont School Board Association.

Branchaud said the decision to offer 

Pullinen the position was easy, given 
her experience in her own district 
and in the early days of the GRCSU 
merger, and she won’t be alone in her 
new capacity.

A new assistant superintendent will 
come on board as well: Lisa Mattison, 
principal at the Wells Village School, 
will relocate to her new capacity effec-
tive July 1, and Wells is on the lookout 
for a new principal, Branchaud said.

The Washington Central Super-
visory Union Board voted May 29 to 

hire Taylor as the district’s interim 
superintendent. Taylor will oversee 
another merger of a new supervisory 
union made up of Berlin, Calais, East 
Montpelier, Middlesex and Worcester, 
effective July 1, with Taylor starting in 
her new capacity on July 15.

“We are delighted to welcome 
Debra to our school system — her 
deep expertise and strong track 
record make her a great fit to help 

Board OKs interim super

Words of inspiration
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Mount St. Joseph Academy’s 
Class of 2019 heard messages of 
faith and determination at their 
graduation ceremony Friday at St. 
Peter Church.

The Rev. John McDermott, of 
Burlington, served as guest speaker 
and offered brief remarks focused 
on two quotes he remembered 
from his yearbook at his own grad-
uation. The first was, “You work 

all your life for a certain goal, and 
then they move the posts on you.” 
He told the class of 2019 that this 
graduation just meant they had 
new achievements to work toward.

The second was, “We don’t know 
what the future holds, but we know 
who holds the future.” That would 
be God, McDermott said, and the 
graduates should turn to him each 
day.

The Class of 1969 was recog-
nized with golden diplomas, and 

they then presented Admr. Barry 
Costello, who was a member of the 
class for two years but did not grad-
uate from MSJ, with an “associate’s 
degree,” which Costello accepted 
to a standing ovation.

Salutatorian Kristen Elliott talked 
about determination in the face of 
difficulty and even failure.

“Failures in life are not the 
end, they are merely an obsta-
cle to be overcome,” she said. 
“Once we reach our limit, we 

must keep going.”
Elliott talked about drawing 

inspiration from her grandmother, 
who grew up in poverty with few 
educational options, but walked 
miles to school each day, studying 
hard and becoming a nurse. Elliott 
said she did not always understand 
the significance of her grand-
mother’s story when she used to 
hear it as a child.
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West Rutland High School Salutatorian Kasey Serrani speaks to graduates Friday during 
commencement ceremonies for the Class of 2019 at the school.

Local athletes 
to compete in
summer games

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

About 30 Rutland-area 
athletes will compete in 
basketball and bocce at the 
Vermont Special Olympics 
Summer Games in Burling-
ton this weekend.

Michelle LaBerge, 41, 
of Kingdom Avenue in 
Rutland City, said she plans 
to use her defensive skills 
to help her team, the Rut-
land Raptors, do well at the 
games.

We have two basketball 
teams,” said Mary Mitchell, 
coordinator for the Rutland 
Delegation to the Vermont 
Special Olympics. “The Rut-
land Eagles are our Division 
I team and the Rutland 
Raptors are in Division III 
this year. They’re divided 
according to our assessment 
from our weeks of practice.”

LaBerge said she’s been 
playing basketball for the 
past three years, and com-
peting in the Special Olym-
pics for nearly five. She also 
plays soccer.

“I like to chase people 

down on defense and try to 
steal the ball,” she said. “I’m 
not a very good shooter, but 
I like to play defense. That’s 
my favorite part.”

She’s taken on a leader-
ship role for the basketball 
team as well.

“We separate according 
to our abilities,” LaBerge 
said. “I like to help my 
friends out if they need 
help.”

She said the Rutland 
teams have good coaches 
and thinks they’ll do well 
in the games.

“With a friend’s help, 
you can really get far. With 
a good coach like Ted (Gil-
len) you get far, too.”

Gillen is the basketball 
coach for the Rutland Del-
egation. He coaches soccer 
as well.

“Whatever we do, we do, 
our team motto is, ‘Let me 
win, but if I can’t win let me 
be brave in the attempt,’ so 
just go out there and have 
fun, you hope to win but 

‘The story is never over’
By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

WEST RUTLAND — 
West Rutland School’s gym 
glittered with emerald and 
gold gowns on Friday’s 
breezy evening, as 23 grad-
uates assumed their thrones 
draped in ivory ribbons and 
cords of honor.

And for the first time in 
the school’s history, the 
school graduated not one 
but two valedictorians: Eric 
Alan Maxham and Phillip 
Hunter Wedin.

“I can proudly say that 

I enjoy my truly inspiring 
class that holds two people 
who knocked me down to 
third,” said Salutatorian 
Kasey Serrani with a grin.

After principal Robert 
Johnson read off the mul-
titude of accomplishments 
of the class, including the 
numerous college courses 
that had been completed by 

the students and the fields 
they would pursue as they 
left the safe haven of West 
Rutland, where many had 
been for the entirety of 
their lives, Salutatorian Ser-
rani assumed the podium.

As has been custom for 
the close-knit community 
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Mount St. Joseph graduates from the class of 2019 listen to Victoria Ann Tracy’s valedictory address during their graduation ceremony at St. Peter 
Church in Rutland on Friday night.
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Westside graduates 
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