
Janet McCardleLauren HughesLiz Casella Michael Hughesg

 � MARCH 5, 2021 DRAWS
Midday: 8-0-7 and 5-0-9-1
Evening: 8-8-7 and 4-0-3-4

$3.00 MARCH 6-7, 2021

Weather A2

Obituaries A4

Sports B1

Scoreboard B2

Business B3-4

Marketplace B5

Magazine C1

Outdoors C4

Editorial C7

Vermont Arts D1 

Advice D4

Comics D4

Crossword D4

Horoscope D4

Television D5-6

  BUSINESS

  MAGAZINE

  PERSPECTIVE

  LOTTERY

  CONNECT

  WEATHER

  INDEX

High 21

Low 9

Fans or no fans?
Little East Conference per-

sonnel talk about the ability 

to have fans or not at their 

collegiate spring sporting 

events.  B1

Placenames
There is a long and 

remarkable history of 

people inhabiting the land 

now called Vermont, and 

it goes back 12,000 years 

prior to settlement by 

European colonists.  C1

Poisons in water
New book documents 

sperm-count decline, birth 

defects, infertility, ear-

ly-onset puberty and other 

impacts toxic chemicals in 

drinking water are having 

on humanity.  C6
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RFL continues move talk

99 covid vaccine doses are spoiled

Vaccines give 
schools hope

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Rutland Free Library Director 
Randal Smathers opened discus-
sion Thursday about the library’s 
planned move by talking about 
the late John Gulash, a wheelchair 
user with Parkinson’s disease who 
frequented the library

As Gulash’s disease progressed, 
Smathers said, it got harder for him 
to navigate the library’s wheelchair 
access.

“Eventually, we had to fetch 
books for him, which he found 
frustrating because it was difficult 
for him to speak,” Smathers said, 
noting that none of the access 
meets code.

Smathers said access  is  an 
abstract issue to a lot of people, but 
to the library staff, it is a real barrier 
for the people they try to serve.

“We will be able to serve the 
entire community at the new 
space,” he said.

The new space is the former Col-
lege of St. Joseph administration 
building, which includes the col-
lege library. The library announced 
plans late last year to move there 
from its current location on 10 
Court St. Smathers and members 
of the board of trustees have said 
the current building is expensive 
to maintain and would be prohib-
itively costly to reconfigure as a 
modern library, whereas the CSJ 
space is newer, in better shape and 

already a modern library.
RFL plans to buy the building 

from Heartland Communities of 
America, which is buying the cam-
pus from Heritage Family Credit 
Union with plans to convert it into 
a senior living facility.

The announcement was met with 
a fierce pushback from people who 
want the library to stay in the cur-
rent building or at least downtown. 

By ERIC BLAISDELL

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Officials say 
99 doses of the novel coronavirus 
vaccine were spoiled or wasted last 
month at Central Vermont Medical 
Center in Berlin.

Fully vaccinated residents can 
now gather together, but can only 
gather with one unvaccinated 
household at a time.

VTDigger first reported the 
spoiled doses at the hospital in 

Berlin on Thursday night.
Anna Noonan, president and 

chief operations officer at CVMC, 
said in a statement Friday, “This 
occurred because a waitlist process 
we had used in December and Jan-
uary for no shows and cancellations 
was dropped as we made opera-
tional changes to accommodate 
increased volume from the 75+ age 
group.”

The state started vaccinating 
Vermonters aged 75 years old and 

older in January.
Noonan said before February, 

the hospital had only lost six doses 
due to a faulty vial and 10 more 
expired before they could be used.

“For the past 12 months, as we 
responded to the many challenges 
of this pandemic, the safety of 
our community has always been 
paramount.  As professionals 
trusted with the health care of our 
neighbors, we understand what 
these vaccines mean to ending the 

pandemic, and I am deeply sorry 
that these doses went unused,” she 
said in the statement.

Noonan said the hospital has 
revised its system to make sure all 
vaccine doses are used.

Mike Smith, secretary of the state 
Agency of Human Services, said 
at Gov. Phil Scott’s regular Friday 
news briefing he was not aware of 
the spoiled doses until the report 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

With vaccines for educators on the way and 
new research showing schools continue to be 
safe from COVID-19, Gov. Phil Scott’s goal for 
a return to full in-person learning by the end of 
April seems within grasp.

Earlier this week, state officials announced that 
school employees can start registering for COVID-
19 vaccine appointments beginning Monday.

Eligible in the next phase will be anyone who 
works inside a school building or has contact with 
students. Educators at private schools and early 
childhood educators are eligible as well. In total, 
a little more than 35,000 people will be able to get 
vaccinated if they so choose.

Educators in the first group will be able to 
choose between the single-dose Johnson & John-
son vaccine or the Pfizer vaccine, which requires 
two doses, several weeks apart.
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On a brisk afternoon, Lexi Hedding and her dog Thea enjoy the fresh air while walking along Center Street in Rutland.
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Noah Beauchain from Awesome Graphics takes measurements for a sign in front of Down-
town Rutland Partnership in Rutland City.
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